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Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  October  1996 


Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  I 
Editor-in-Chief 


The  first  Argo  meeting  of  the 
year  was  held  in  the  auditorium  after 
school  on  a  Monday  in  early  September. 
As  I  stood  in  front  of  the  hundred  plus 
interested  students  who  had  gathered,  a 
sense  of  deja  vu  came  over  me.  It’s  hard 
to  believe  that  it  was  more  than  a  year  ago 
that  1  faced  my  first  duties  as  editor-in- 
chief  in  the  same  auditorium  giving  the 
same  speech. 

Returning  to  my  sixth  and  final 
year  on  the  Argo  and  my  second  year  as 
editor-in-chief,  I  realize  how  many  things 


have  changed  since  my  first  day  on  the 
Argo.  I  remember  going  to  the  first  Argo 
meeting  my  sixie  year  and  finding  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  upperclassmen.  This  year,  there  are 
over  two  hundred  students  of  all  ages 
interested  in  working  on  some  aspect  of 
the  Argo  .  My  first  year  on  the  Argo  was 
the  first  year  the  MacLab  was  used  to  put 
out  issues  (yes,  we  discovered  the  wonder 
of  computers  in  the  early  1990s).  Through 
the  years,  the  production  staff  has  out¬ 
grown  the  facilities  of  the  MacLab  and 
now  work  on  a  rotating  schedule. 

For  the  1996-1997  school  year, 
the  Argo  editorial  board  and  staff  are 
aiming  to  produce  seven  solid  issues  cov¬ 


ering  all  aspects  of  the  school  community. 
In  order  to  reach  this  goal,  we  need 
everyone’s  support.  Before  we  can  do 
anything,  we  need  the  financial  means  to 
be  able  to  print  seven  issues.  We  need 
everyone  to  support  us  in  our  annual  car¬ 
nation  sale  beginning  in  early  January.  In 
addition,  all  parents  and  friends  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School  are  encouraged  to 
buy  an  ad  in  at  least  one  of  our  issues.  The 
Argo  reaches  the  entire  Latin  school  com¬ 
munity  of  students,  faculty,  parents,  and 
friends.  It’s  a  great  place  to  advertise 
anything. 

As  I  look  over  the  pages  of  the 
first  issue  one  last  time  before  they  go  to 


the  printer,  I  want  to  thank  everyone  for 
their  hard  work.  We  had  a  rough  start  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  with  an 
overbooked  computer  lab  and  dysfunc¬ 
tional  computers,  but  everything  worked 
out.  Thank  you  to  the  editors  who  stayed 
late  afternoons  and  late  nights  to  get  ev¬ 
erything  done.  Thank  you  to  all  their 
parents  for  their  patience  and  all  the  rides 
in  the  evenings.  Thank  you  to  all  the  new 
staff  members  for  putting  up  with  the 
crowded  training  schedules.  I  promise 
that  everyone  will  have  a  chance  to  par¬ 
ticipate  this  year.  Finally,  thank  you  to  all 
our  readers  for  patiently  waiting  for  our 
first  issue.  Relax,  read,  and  enjoy. 


To  Reach  the  Argo: 

To  send  a  Letter  to  the  Editor: 

see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Mr.  Flynn  in  the  Main  Office 

To  place  an  ad: 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103  or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  103 
To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 
see  John  Kosmidis  in  130  or  Yu  Heng  Ruan  in  123 
To  report  a  news  or  features  story  see: 

Maria  Dubrowski  in  103  or  Valerie  Towe  in  136 
To  otherwise  join  the  Argo: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Edwina  Tom  in  124 


Congratulations . . . 

Congratulations  to  Sam  Glickman  (I)  and  Gabe  Cohen- 
Leadholm  (I)  for  completing  the  1996  Boston  to  New  York 
AIDS  Ride  to  raise  money  for  AIDS-related  service. 

Congratulations  to  the  Key  Club  for  their  active 
participation  in  the  1996  City  Year  Serve-a-thon. 

Congratulations  to  the  Gay/ Straight  Alliance  for  their 
proud  showing  at  the  annual  AIDS  Quilt  event  in 
Washington  D.C. 


Boston  Latin  School 

Argo 

Founded  in  1970 


1st  Place  Winner  of  1994  New 
England  Scholastic  Press  Asso¬ 
ciation  Competition 

1996  New  England  Scholastic 
Press  Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 

1996  Suffolk  University  High 
School  Journalism  Competition 
3rd  Place 


The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated 
publication  produced  monthly  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  as 
a  forum  for  the  free  exchange  of  news  and 
ideas  in  the  community  of  students,  fac¬ 
ulty,  parents,  and  alumni.  The  expres¬ 
sions,  suggestions,  and  contributions  of 
all  readers  are  encouraged  through  letters 
to  the  editor.  The  Argo  reserves  the  right 
to  edit  letters  for  length  and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  ex¬ 
tracurricular  activity.  All  typography  and 
layout  are  done  entirely  by  students  using 
Macintosh  computers  running  Microsoft 
Word  and  Aldus  PageMaker.  The  Argo  is 
printed  by  Saltus  Press  in  Worcester. 
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Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  October  1996 

The  Old  Meets  the  New 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  I 
News  Editor 


Although  we  students  are  back 
for  a  brand  new  year  of  brand  new  dilem¬ 
mas,  the  BLS  administration  still  has  some 
old  hassles  to  deal  with.  You  may  recall 
that  last  year’s  accreditation  found  fault 
with  our  school  library  —  our  research 
facilities  were  not  up  to  code  in  that  they 
were  too  small  and  completely  inadequate 
for  an  educational  institution  entering  the 
twenty-first  century.  This  verdict  of  the 
NEASC  (New  England  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges)  accreditation  team 
was  not  altogether  unexpected,  however; 
Mr.  Flynn  informed  me  even  before  the 
accreditation  that  BLS  had  been  expect¬ 
ing  a  warning  about  the  library  fora  while. 
Now,  with  the  warning  having  been  made 
official,  the  school  must  take  definite  ac" 
tion  toward  updating  its  facilities. 

According  to  Mr.  Contompasis, 


the  new  library  should  begin  to  take  shape 
within  two  to  three  years;  expanding  the 
library  is  first  on  the  school’s  agenda. 
(Sorry,  seniors,  this  won’ t  affect  us! )  How¬ 
ever,  the  very  idea  of  expansion  is  creat¬ 
ing  its  own  problems  —  we  have  no 
space!  Right  now  the  cafeteria  is  being 
scrutinized  for  possible  conversion  to  a 
research  center.. .but  where  would  that  put 
our  luxurious  dining  hall?  Our  school 
building  is  just  bursting  at  the  seams  and 


it  has  become  painfully  obvious  that  we 
have  outgrown  #78  Louis  Pasteur. 

Most  likely  in  a  few  years  a  new 
building  will  stand  either  in  one  of  our 
parking  lots  or  on  our  patch  of  grass 
known  as  the  football  field.  Sigh.  So  much 
for  the  view.  This  building  would  not  only 


solve  our  library  problems,  but  it  would 
also  house  expanded  facilities  for  our 
music  and  art  programs.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Contompasis  has  discussed  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  adding  a  five-hundred-seat  theater. 
The  auditorium  we  have  now  is  quite 
impressive,  but  quite  useless,  as  the  big 
man  himself  pointed  out;  we  keep  it  as  a 
“showpiece.”  Expanding  the  auditorium, 
however,  is  an  idea  that  need  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  until  we  secure  access  to  money. 


Money!$!$!$! 

The  state  will  kick  in  ninety  per¬ 
cent  reimbursement  for  whatever  needs 
doing  if  we  can  show  that  what  we  are 
doing  is  for  bringing  the  school  up  to 
code.  We  are  trying  to  present  our  prob¬ 
lems  to  the  state  as  part  of  a  package  with 


four  other  schools:  South  Boston  High, 
like  BLS,  needs  a  new  library  — 
Dorchester,  Hyde  Park,  and  East  Boston 
find  themselves  in  even  more  dire  straits. 
They  also  need  renovations  in  their  gyms, 
cafeteria  space,  and  their  wiring.  Hope¬ 
fully  the  state  will  grant  all  five  schools 
the  finances  necessary  to  bring  about  these 
renovations.  Think  about  it  —  wouldn’t  it 
be  nice  if  our  classrooms  were  wired  for 
computers?  If  we  had  space  to  store  our 
texts?  If  we  weren’t  jammed  so  tight  in 
our  classrooms,  music  rooms,  and  audito¬ 
rium? 

But  the  library  must  come  first. 
Ten  years  from  now  we  will  not  be  an 
accredited  high  school  if  the  NEASC 
doesn’t  see  that  we  are  trying  to  keep  up 
with  the  times.  Planning  for  the  new  li¬ 
brary  is  already  under  way,  and  perhaps 
the  Class  of  ‘99  will  be  around  to  tell  us 
how  BLS  is  making  its  transition  into  the 
twenty-first  century. 


...  a  new  building  will  stand  in  either  one  of  our 
parking  lots  or  on  our  patch  of  grass  known  as  the 

football  field. 


The  Ride  of  a  Lifetime  Weld  vs.  Kerry 


By  Sam  Glickman,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Not  long  after  I  returned  from  the 
Boston  -  New  York  AIDS  Ride  2, 1  talked  with 
my  cousin  Sarah  who  had  just  given  birth  to  a 
beautiful  baby  girl.  She  told  me  that  it  was 
probably  almost  as  painful  as  the  AIDS  Ride 
had  been.  I  told  her  that  we  should  both  have 
done  more  training. 

Regardless,  the  AIDS  Ride  was  an 
incredible  experience.  I  was  one  of  3600 
riders  who  rode  over  300  miles  from  the  World 
Trade  center  in  Boston  to  8th  Avenue  in  New 
York.  Each  rider  was  obliged  to  raise  at  least 
$  1 500.  Together,  we  raised  over  $6  million  for 
AIDS-related  services  (which  means  every- 

It  rained. ..But  I'm  not  bit¬ 
ter.  I  like  my  clothes  wet. 

thing  from  care  for  patients  with  HIV  and 
AIDS  to  psychological  therapy  for  their  fam¬ 
ily  members).  I  was  pushed  further  physically 
than  ever  before  and  I  loved  it. 

Day  1  was  September  5th.  The 
riders  met  at  the  World  Trade  Center  around  5 
a.m.  to  find  the  bikes  we  had  left  there  the  day 
before  at  registration.  I  met  a  friend  and  a  pair 
of  cousins  from  New  York  who  were  also 
riding.  We  stared  in  awe  at  the  sea  of  bikes. 
There  were  people  sprawled  out  on  the  ground 
stretching  and  others  saying  good-bye  to  loved 
ones.  I  did  both.  Then  I  changed  a  flat  tire  (I 
think  I’m  the  only  person  in  history  to  pop  a 
tube  in  the  bike  parking).  Fortunately,  the  rest 
of  the  ride  went  smoothly. 

We  began  our  trek  wi  th  a  royal  send- 
off  of  cheering  onlookers.  The  weather  was 
perfect.  I  made  it  to  the  first  pit-stop  after  15 
miles  and  continued  on.  And  on.  And  on. 
Farther  along  the  route  I  met  up  with  my  friend 
(who  hadn’t  been  able  to  keep  up  with  my 
superhuman  speed)  and  we  rode  together  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  We  realized  we  were  in 
Connecticut  when  we  went  up  one  of  the 
rolling  hills  we  had  been  used  to  and  it  never 
stopped.  The  day  ended  up  taking  us  all  over 
100  miles  in  StorTS,  Conn,  where  we  arrived  at 
our  campsite.  It  was  now  about  5  p.m.  I  found 


my  tent,  died,  took  a  shower,  and  ate  dinner. 

Camp  was  an  experience  in  itself.  It 
was  a  complete  mobile  community  of  show¬ 
ers,  sinks,  kitchens,  port-a-potties,  and  1500+ 
tents.  It  took  700  crew  members  to  assemble 
camp  every  afternoon,  raze  it  every  morning, 
and  transport  it  between  sites. 

The  second  day  was  more  of  the 
same.  Fewer  miles  (only  75)  and  more  hills. 
My  body  held  up  surprisingly  well.  By  skip¬ 
ping  a  couple  of  the  pit-stops  I  made  it  into 
camp  early  enough  to  set  up  an  appointment 
for  a  massage. 

It  rained  that  night  and  the  tents 
leaked  steadily.  But  I’m  not  bitter.  I  like  my 
clothes  wet. 

The  next  morning  it  was  still  rain¬ 
ing;  not  a  drizzle  or  a  light  shower  but  really 
wet  rain  complete  with  thunder  and  lightning 
at  certain  points  throughout  the  day.  People 
had  mixed  reactions  to  the  weather.  There  is  a 
certain  point  after  which  you  just  can  ’  t  get  any 
wetter  so  I  had  no  reason  to  waste  energy 
trying  to  stay  dry.  Instead,  I  pedaled  as  fast  as 
I  could  with  thoughts  of  hot  food  and  showers 
driving  me  on.  The  rain  even  helped  keep  me 

...the  ride  had  been  one  of 
the  hardest  and  greatest 
experiences  of  our  lives. 

from  overheating  on  the  hills.  It  was  an  83  mile 
day  and  I  arrived  at  camp  at  1:30.  It  was 
actually  the  best  day  of  the  ride  for  me.  The 
weather  cleared  up  a  couple  hours  later  and  I 
just  sat  around  feeling  content. 

The  fourth  and  final  day  of  the  ride 
was  a  day  of  celebration.  The  53  miles  seemed 
like  a  victory  ride.  I  rode  all  the  way  with  my 
friend  and  cousins  and  we  talked  about  the 
previous  days  while  we  pedaled  casually 
through  the  Bronx  and  down  5th  Ave.  We 
talked  about  the  hills,  the  rain,  the  energy  bars, 
and  the  people  we  had  met.  We  all  agreed  that 
the  ride  had  been  one  of  the  hardest  and  great¬ 
est  experiences  of  our  lives.  The  AIDS  Ride 
made  the  world  look  better;  I  saw  300  miles  of 
it  on  a  saddle  and  I  saw  what  can  happen  when 
a  few  thousand  people  have  a  common  goal. 


By  Stephen  Guerriero,  I 
Assistant  News  Editor 

On  September  22  Governor  Will¬ 
iam  F.  Weld  and  Senator  John  F.  Kerry  met  at 
the  World  Trade  Center  in  Boston  to  debate 
before  400  Massachusetts  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  as  to  which  man  would  serve  better  in  the 
U.  S.  Senate.  The  debate  was  held  in  a  town 
meeting  format  with  questions  being  asked  by 
the  audience  for  both  candidates  to  respond  to. 
It  was  moderated  by  Channel  5’s  Janet  Wu. 
Also  present  were  hordes  of  media  from  tele¬ 
vision,  radio  and  newspapers  all  crowding  the 
small  auditorium  for  pictures  and  comments 
from  both  the  contenders  and  the  on-lookers. 
After  the  debate,  which  lasted  no  more  than 
ninety  minutes,  students  were  treated  to  re¬ 
freshments  and  asked  to  participate  in  elec¬ 
tronic  polls.  Both  politicians  made  brief  ap¬ 
pearances,  mainly  speaking  to  reporters,  and 
speedy  exits.  The  debate,  called  the  Youth 
Forum,  was  sponsored  by  the  Community 
Newspaper  Company. 

Incumbent  John  Kerry,  a  liberal 
Democrat  and  proponent  of  big  government, 
stressed  his  support  of  swelling  social  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  Medicare,  Medicaid,  welfare, 
and  Social  Security,  and  portrayed  himself  as 
a  champion  of  the  environment  and  education. 
Hedefended  his  voting  record,  spanning  twelve 
years,  which  is  consistently  liberal,  favoring 
tax  increases,  spending  increases,  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  federal  bureaucracy  that  is  speeding  to¬ 
wards  financial  calamity.  Senator  Kerry  has 
been  called  “the  Pat  Buchanan  of  the  left.” 
Kerry  also  seemed  more  comfortable  than  his 
opponent,  responding  glibly  to  students’  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  future  of  education.  Social  Secu¬ 
rity  and  rising  income  taxes.  He  outlined  the 
basic  Democratic  Party  principle  of  govern¬ 
ment  intervention.  The  Senator’s  biggest  ad¬ 
vantage  over  Governor  Weld  seemed  to  be  his 
military  experience  in  Vietnam,  of  which  he 
reminded  everyone  during  a  question  about 
missing  POW’s.  Senator  Kerry,  nevertheless, 
was  the  apparent  victor  according  to  the  post¬ 
debate  polls  which  gave  him  over  sixty  percent 
of  the  students’  support,  more  than  double  that 
of  Weld. 


Governor  Weld,  a  moderate  Repub¬ 
lican,  has  supported  cutting  federal  govern¬ 
ment  (and  consequently  taxes)  by  either  re¬ 
ducing  government  programs  or  handing  more 
control  over  to  the  states  and  municipalities. 
Weld  drew  attention  to  his  success  in  revital¬ 
izing  Massachusetts,  its  economy,  and  stream¬ 
lining  the  state  government  by  reducing  many 
state  bureaucracies  and  cutting  many  ineffec¬ 
tive  social  programs.  Weld  has  stated  that  he 
would  do  the  same  in  the  federal  government 
if  he  were  elected.  Much  of  Weld’s  unpopular¬ 
ity  with  the  young  people  polled  stems  from 
his  opposition  to  increased  government  spend¬ 
ing  on  the  huge  social  programs  that  Kerry 
favors.  Young  people  also  have  a  tendency  to 
be  more  liberal  and  to  support  Democratic 
agendas.  Weld  stressed  the  need  to  reduce  the 
national  deficit  by  cutting  spending  and  giving 

All  in  all  the  event  seemed 
watered  down. 

the  state  governments  control  of  social  pro¬ 
grams.  Weld  also  seemed  to  be  conspicuously 
aware  that  his  audience  was  not  of  voting  age 
and  hence  of  lower  strategic  importance  to  his 
campaign.  Another  Weld  advantage  is  his 
growing  national  name  recognition  as  an  ef¬ 
fective  politician  and  successful  governor. 
Some  have  even  suggested  that  the  popular 
governor  has  an  eye  on  the  White  House.  A  U. 
S.  Senate  seat  would  certainly  increase  that 
probability. 

All  in  all,  the  event  seemed  watered 
down.  Both  men  were  stump-speeching  and 
repeating  wom-out  campaign  promises  with  a 
few  opponent  attacks  mixed  in.  The  debate  did 
make  one  thing  clear  though,  that  this  is  a  race 
between  two  very  capable  and  dynamic  public 
servants  with  very  different  political  views. 
The  voter  must  decide  what  he  wants.  If  he 
wants  more  government  becoming  more  in¬ 
volved  in  our  lives,  then  John  Kerry  is  his  man. 
If  he  wants  a  smaller  and  less  intrusive  national 
government,  then  he  should  vote  for  Bill  Weld. 
Both  men  are  dependable  and  can  be  relied 
upon  to  follow  the  political  philosophies  they 
have  already  laid  out.  It  is  for  the  voter  to 
decide  which  is  best  for  America. 
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I  would  like  to  wel¬ 
come  back  Classes  I  to  V,  as 
well  as  class  VI  and  IVB.  For 
seniors,  I  know  we  all  worked 
hard  to  get  there,  and  should  be 
commended  for  our  efforts.  But 
the  climb  is  not  over  by  any 
means.  These  first  two  marking 
periods  are  just  as  crucial  as  the 
entire  junior  year.  I  urge  you  not 
to  sit  back  and  relax  just  yet. 
There  will  be  time  for  that  later. 
Right  now,  we  must  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  job  at  hand.  I  would 
like  to  see  all  of  us  walk  across 
the  podium  on  June  8, 1996.  It  is 
imperative  that  we  help  our 
classmates  when  help  is  needed. 
When  friends  are  slacking  off, 
make  sure  to  take  them  aside 
and  remind  them  that  this  actu¬ 
ally  may  not  be  their  final  year  if 
they  continue  to  slip  in  school. 
Senior  privileges,  fund-raisers, 
and  the  senior  show  are  all  im¬ 
portant,  but  my  number  one  task 
as  Senior  Class  President  is  to 
make  sure  that  each  and  every 
one  of  us  graduates  on  time  and 
in  good  standing. 

I  know  this  year  will 
be  stressful,  which  is  why  I  urge 
all  of  you  to  be  aware  of  dead¬ 
lines  for  colleges  and  financial 
aid.  I  would  also  like  to  see  all  of 
you  get  involved  in  school  ac¬ 
tivities.  There  will  be  many  dif¬ 
ferent  events  to  help  the  senior 
class,  like  Music  Night  and  the 
Multicultural  Fair.  In  terms  of 
fund-raisers,  we  have  the  Star 
Market  program  planned  for 
November  nineteenth,  twenti¬ 
eth,  and  twenty-first.  Each  of 
you  will  be  hearing  more  in  the 
weeks  leading  up  to  those  dates. 

This  is  just  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  long,  hard,  and  fun 
year.  With  active  participation 
from  the  seniors,  this  school  and 
our  class  will  benefit  greatly.  In 
closing,  I  would  like  to  encour¬ 
age  all  of  you  to  keep  working 
hard,  and  you  will  be  able  to  see 
the  results  of  your  hard  work 
when  it  comes  time  to  apply  for 


Meet  the  Vice  President 
of  the  senior  class,  Mathew  J. 
O’Malley.  Victorious  in  last 
month’s  elections,  O’Malley  ran 
on  a  variety  of  issues,  all  of  which 
he  seems  to  have  made  worth¬ 
while.  Concerning  student  park¬ 
ing,  O’Malley  says;  “After  work¬ 
ing  out  a  deal  with  Emmanuel 
(College),  I  have  leased  out  sev¬ 
eral  spaces  for  seniors  which  are 
closer  and  safer  than  the  ones  now 
being  used  in  the  Fenway.” 
O’Malley  also  brought  about  an 
outdoor  graduation  ceremony.  “I 
worked  out  a  deal  with  Northeast¬ 
ern;  we  will  be  holding  graduation 
at  Nickerson  field,  the  site  of  the 
annual  Latin/English  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day  football  game.  It  is  the 
best  choice  because  of  its  ample 
parking,  seating  space  and  uic  con 
venience  of  an  indoor  hall  (Brown 
arena)  to  which  graduation  can  be 
moved  in  inclement  weather.” 
O’Malley  follows  the  philosophy 
that  “people  often  look  back  at 
their  senior  year  in  high  school  as 
the  best  time  of  their  lives;  I  want 
to  uphold  that  sentiment.” 

Matt  O’Malley  also  has 
a  few  other  projects  on  the  burn¬ 
ers:  "A  theatrical  class  production 
is  in  the  works.  Also  a  costume 
day  on  Halloween  and  the  selling 
of  better  andcheaper  coupon  books 
are  being  suggested  to  raise  rev¬ 
enue  for  the  senior  class.”  He  has 
even  started  a  newsletter,  beating 
out  the  Argo  for  this  year’s  first 
publication. 

O’Malley’s  speech, 
more  fiery  than  his  hair,  also 
proved  him  a  carrot-topped  popu¬ 
list.  When  asked  about  his  meth¬ 
ods,  the  Vice  President  said,  ”1 
hope  to  work  with  everybody,  in¬ 
cluding  all  clubs,  athletic  teams, 
the  National  Honor  Society  and 
the  other  NHS.”  This  class  officer 
has  a  bright  vision  of  our  senior 
year.  Always  the  optimist  and  the 
politician,  VPO’Malley  says,  ”We 
are  the  greatest  class  to  ever  grace 
the  hallowed  halls  of  BLS  and  this 
is  probably  the  most  important 
year  of  our  lives  thus  far.  I  will 
work  my  damnest  to  make  sure 
the  year  goes  as  smoothly  as  pos¬ 
sible.  If  we  all  work  together,  we 
can  ensure  that  this  year  will  be 
incredible.” 


In  some  ways,  Maria 
Dubrowski  is  no  different  from 
the  rest  of  us.  Starting  from  her 
days  as  a  wide-eyed  sixie,  she  has 
spent  many  assemblies  staring  up 
at  the  impressive  names  which 
border  our  auditorium.  As  small 
seventh-graders  just  entering  the 
school,  we  all  felt  that  sense  of 
awe  as  we  read  the  names  of  the 
various  presidents,  scientists,  and 
composers  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  enough  to  earn  a  spot 
on  the  wall.  It  was  then  that  Maria 
knew  that  it  takes  a  great  effort  to 
be  remembered  at  thisschool.  And 
that’s  what  she  wants  for  the  class 
of  1997:  to  be  remembered. 

Although  she  is  just  like 
us  in  many  ways,  we  know  that 
Maria  is  not  just  one  in  a  crowd. 
We  elected  her  as  our  class  secre¬ 
tary  for  good  reasons:  we  know 
Maria  Dubrowski  is  intelligent, 
innovative,  trustworthy,  and  hard¬ 
working.  Maria  is  dedicated  to 
the  idea  of  working  for  the  class  as 
a  part  of  a  whole.  She  is  eager  to 
hear  the  ideas  of  the  class  and  to 
work  hard  at  putting  those  ideas 
into  action.  Maria  sees  herself  as 
a  1  iaison  between  the  officers,  class 
committee,  students,  and  faculty. 
She  plans  to  back  up  the  president 
and  vice  president  whole¬ 
heartedly,  to  work  hard  with  all  of 
the  officers,  and  to  get  the  full 
support  of  the  faculty  in  making 
our  senior  year  a  successful  one. 

Maria  did  not  take  on 
the  job  of  secretary  to  make  empty 
promises.  Rather,  her  goal  is  re¬ 
sults,  and  she  wants  to  do  as  much 
as  she  can  to  make  senior  year  as 
happy,  painless,  and  cost-effec¬ 
tive  as  possible.  She  knows  that, 
realistically,  money  is  the  top  pri¬ 
ority  in  achieving  these  goals  be¬ 
cause  not  much  can  be  done  with¬ 
out  it.  Therefore,  she  will  do  as 
much  as  she  can  to  help  raise  the 
money  needed,  be  it  through  fund¬ 
raisers,  dances,  or  sales.  As  part 
of  her  plan  for  making  our  class 
stand  out,  Maria  wants  to  make 
this  year’s  multicultural  fair 
memorable,  a  mark  for  the  class 
of  ’97.  Maria  is  open  to  any  ideas 
that  the  class  may  have,  and  will 
keep  the  class  well-informed  of 
all  news  and  progress  in  the 
months  to  come. 


I  was  extremely  sur¬ 
prised  at  how  full  Tanya’s  sched¬ 
ule  is  this  year.  In  addition  to 
being  Senior  Class  Treasurer,  she 
is  also  an  active  member  of  Globe 
International  (She’s  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Finance),  The  Fashion 
Talent  Club  (She’s  Talent  Coor¬ 
dinator),  Gospel  Choir,  Show 
Choir,  Senior  Concert  Band,  Pep 
Squad,  and  the  Caribbean  Culture 
Club.  Of  course  my  first  question 
was: 

Nakia:  How  do  you  plan  to  be  an 
efficient  treasurer  for  the  Senior 
Class? 

Tanya:  Although  I  am  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  activities,  they  will  not  de¬ 
ter  my  dedication  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  being  the  best  treasurer  I 
can  be  for  the  Class  of  1997. 

Nakia:  How  do  you  plan  to  keep 
the  Senior  Class  informed  of  its 
financial  situation? 

Tanya:  Currently,  I  have  been 
working  on  a  chart  that  will  ex¬ 
press  an  estimate  of  how  much  the 
Class  makes  at  each  fund-raiser. 
These  amounts  will  be  labeled  on 
the  chart  to  display  which  fund¬ 
raisers  were  the  most  profitable 
and  those  which  did  not  go  as 
well.  I  plan  to  have  the  chart  dis¬ 
played  where  it  will  be  visible  to 
the  Senior  Class.  Hopefully,  it  will 
give  the  Junior  Class  ideas  for 
next  year's  fund-raisers. 

Nakia:  How  will  you  prevent 
miscalculations  e.g.  like  when  the 
Senior  Class  has  to  add  funds  to¬ 
ward  prom  tickets  or  yearbook? 
Tanya:  At  home  I  have  a  Senior 
Class  Spreadsheet  which  will  be 
used  to  record  all  the  money  that 
we  have  made,  including  addi¬ 
tions  or  deductions.  Miscalcula¬ 
tions  will  be  prevented  by  proper 
documentation. 

Nakia:  What  original  ideas  do 
you  have  for  fund-raisers? 

Tanya:  My  ideas  for  fundraising 
are  car  washes,  dances,  bake  sales, 
raffles,  candy  sales,  and  “Theme 
Days,”  like  Pajama  Day,  Inside 
Out  Day  or  Crazy  Hat  Day.  Hope¬ 
fully,  with  these  fund-raisers,  in 
addition  to  Sidd’s  Star  Share, 
fundraising  will  be  a  success  this 
year! 


Well,  the  senior  elec¬ 
tions  for  this  year  are  over,  the 
scores  tallied  up,  and  the  roles  for 
the  year  assigned.  Among  those 
elected  are  our  class  committee 
members,  headed  by  committee 
chairperson,  Jonathon  Tran.  It 
seems  that  my  classmates  were 
right  in  picking  him  for  this  posi¬ 
tion,  infamous  for  the  uselessness 
of  its  holders.  Jon  Tran  is  ready, 
willing,  and  able  to  finally  make 
the  class  committee  work  for  us. 

He  ran  for  class  com¬ 
mittee  without  any  high  or  selfish 
goals  in  mind.  “I  had  no  idea  about 
this  chairman  thing,”  he  says.  All 
he  wanted  to  do,  and  what  he  still 
intends  to  do  is  work  hard  to  get 
the  students  of  BLS  the  long  over¬ 
due  privilege  of  student  parking, 
as  well  as  push  our  class  in  its 
fundraising  efforts. 

Jon  believes  that 
fundraising  and  student  parking 
are  the  two  most  important  items 
on  the  class  committee’s  agenda. 
With  the  added  responsibility  of 
chairmanship  also  comes  the  right 
to  initiate  some  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  student  officers,  and  Jon 
hopes  that  his  position  will  allow 
him  to  help  the  class  committee 
accomplish  the  task  of  organizing 
effective  fund-raisers  and  finally 
bringing  the  issue  of  student  park¬ 
ing  to  a  favorable  end. 

Of  course,  while  being  a 
senior  officer  is  very  important  to 
Jon,  he  has  other  things  in  his 
mind  as  well.  In  a  short  interview, 
he  told  me  that  he  had  worked  in 
the  BYCC,  a  group  of  young 
people  who  paint  murals  in  Bos¬ 
ton  to  keep  the  city  clean.  Perhaps 
most  of  you  have  noticed  his 
proudest  achievement,  the  mural 
at  Dudley  Station,  the  first  one  in 
whose  painting  Jon  participated. 
Jon  was  also  one  of  the  people 
who  painted  the  elevator  in  our 
school  at  the  request  of  the  custo¬ 
dians  and  the  administration. 

So,  as  can  be  seen  from 
this  track  record,  Jon  has  a  long 
history  of  trying  to  better  and  beau¬ 
tify  the  world  around  us.  If  he  can 
give  our  senior  year  as  much  of  a 
boost  as  he  gave  the  elevator  walls 
—  all  the  power  to  him.  Oh,  and 
he  does  the  artwork  for  the  Argo 
too. 


Photos  by  Nina  Smolyar  &  Kristin  Dailey 
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Animal 

Rights 

By  Jennifer  Lewey,  II 
Staff  Writer 


We  are  not  a  bunch  of  vegan 
preaching,  non-leather  wearing,  anti-fur, 
leftist  radicals.  Although  some  of  us  in  the 
club  may  be,  that  is  not  our  objective. 
Technically,  ARC  started  last  year,  un¬ 
sure  of  its  goals  and  unstable  in  its  ideas, 
and  the  club  never  truly  developed.  How¬ 
ever,  this  year  at  ARC,  we  are  ready  to 
start  off  the  school  year  set  in  our  inten¬ 
tions  and  eager  to  make  a  difference. 

Animal  rights  includes  such  a 
vast  number  of  topics  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  focus  on  one  aspect,  and 
that  is  why  we  are  planning  a  variety  of 
activities.  Already  we  have  participated 
in  the  Walk  for  Animals,  and  hopefully 
we  will  continue  to  raise  money  and  sup¬ 
plies  for  other  animal  organizations.  Other 
ideas  which  we  are  considering  are  hav- 


SKctiAj  uf  fke  little 


Artwork  by  Tiffany  Luongo,  III 
ing  guest  speakers  come  to  talk  to  us,  and 
watching  videos.  The  first  important  step 
of  animal  rights  is  to  be  informed  of  what 
you  are  talking  about.  Within  the  course 
of  the  school  year,  we  wish  to  volunteer  as 
a  group  at  an  animal  shelter,  take  field 
trips  (including  one  to  Nevin  Farms),  par¬ 
ticipate  in  anti-fur  protests,  circulate  peti¬ 
tions  (especially  during  election  time), 
and  write  letters  to  area  companies  which 
abuse  and  exploit  animals.  We  would  also 
like  to  publish  a  newsletter,  including 
recipes  for  students  considering  becom¬ 
ing  vegetarians.  Hopefully,  we  would  like 
to  have  a  vegetarian  cookout,  to  show 
people  that  there  are  other  possible  alter¬ 
natives  of  nutrition.  Butmostimportantly, 
we  wish  to  educate  the  unaware  about  the 
abuse  and  neglect  which  animals  endure 
at  the  hands  of  humans  (many  times  un¬ 
necessarily),  and  to  prove  that  even  though 
we  are  teenagers,  we  can  actively  partici¬ 
pate  in  improving  the  general  welfare  of 
animals.  We  do  not  wish  to  save  the  world, 
but  just  speak  for  those  whose  cries  for 
help  are  louder  than  our  voices  will  ever 
be.  Meetings  are  held  every  Thursday 
after  school  in  room  201. 
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We  Talk  the  Talk  if  You  Build 


By  Lauren  McDonough,  I 
and  Paul  McFarland,  I 
Contributing  Writers 


John  Stuart  Mill  once  wrote,  “All 
silencing  of  discussion  is  an  assumption 
of  infallibility."  Whether  you  think  you 
are  infallible  or  not,  discussion  is  still 
necessary,  and  what  better  way  to  discuss 
than  to  join  the  debate  team?!  Not  only 
does  debate  allow  you  to  interact  with 
amazing  people  from  all  over  the  country, 
but  it  also  prepares  you  for  high  levels  of 
success  later  on  in  life.  Former  debaters 
include  Shelly  Long,  Ted  Turner,  Oprah 


I’ve  been  talking  mostly  about 
debate,  but  there  is  a  speech  half  of  our 
club  which  is  very  popular.  The  events  are 
too  numerous  to  describe  for  you  here,  but 
they  range  from  drama  events  to  writing 
your  own  speech  on  any  topic  to  giving  a 
speech  on  current  events  extemporane¬ 
ously. 

One  of  the  best  things  about  the 
club  is  its  flexibility.  Meetings  take  place 
every  day  in  room  1 30  and  tournaments 
are  on  Saturdays.  But  don’t  be  alarmed; 
you  don’t  come  to  every  meeting,  only 
when  you  are  preparing  for  a  tournament. 
Speaking  of  tournaments,  last  year  we 


Not  only  does  debate  allow  you  to  to  interact  with  amazing 
people  from  all  over  the  country ;  but  it  also  prepares  you  for 
high  levels  of  succes  later  in  life. 


Winfrey,  and  James  Dean,  to  name  just  a 
few.  If  you're  still  not  convinced  that 
through  debate  you  can  meet  some  of  the 
most  fascinating,  interesting  (and  obnox¬ 
ious)  people  in  the  country,  then  let  me 
throw  some  statistics  at  you:  85%  of  those 
accepted  into  Stanford  University  were 
debaters  and  two-thirds  of  Congress  de¬ 
bated  as  well.  I  hope  you’re  now  con¬ 
vinced  that  debate  is  beneficial,  but  you 
are  probably  asking  yourself,  “What  do 
they  debate?” 

Good  question.  We  debate  all 
kinds  of  topics.  In  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
event,  we  debate  on  abstract  concepts 
such  as  justice  or  liberty  and  incorporate 
lots  of  philosophy.  Policy  debate  focuses 
mainly  on  facts.  The  current  topic  is  juve¬ 
nile  crime.  And  in  student  congress,  you 
act  like  senators  or  representatives  and 
debate  on  proposed  laws. 


traveled  throughout  the  Northeast,  and  we 
also  went  to  Atlanta  and  Topeka.  The 
team  has  only  existed  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
but  we  have  attained  a  high  degree  of 
success,  winning  almost  fifty  awards.  Th  is 
is  partly  because  of  our  great  coach,  Paul 
Wexler,  as  well  as  the  natural  talent  that 
exists  at  BLS. 

One  of  the  other  benefits  includes 
the  fact  that  you  can  join  the  NFL! ...  The 
National  Forensic  League  that  is,  which  is 
a  prestigious  national  honor  society.  You 
can  also  develop  critical  thinking  and 
public  speaking  through  debate.  By  the 
way,  don’t  be  afraid  to  join  because  you 
cannot  speak  well  in  front  of  people.  That 
is  exactly  why  you  should  join. 

So,  come  to  room  130  either  on 
Mondays  or  Wednesdays  to  learn  even 
more  about  the  activity. 


It. . . 

By  John  Kosmidis,  I 
Technical  Editor 

City  Build  is  an  architecturally 
oriented  club  sponsored  by  the  Historic 
Neighborhoods  of  Boston  Foundation.  It 
combines  art,  concept  design,  planning, 
and  physical  construction  once  every  two 
weeks  for  two  hours.  There  are  periodic 
competitions  among  club  members,  fea¬ 
turing  the  various  aspects  of  architecture 
that  will  be  taught,  culminating  in  a  year- 
end  theme  project  that  will  be  featured  in 
a  reception  at  City  Hall.  At  the  end  of  the 
school  year,  the  Historic  Neighborhood 
Foundation  will  attempt  to  make  avail¬ 
able  to  each  member  a  summer  job  or 
internship.  These  placements  could  be  at 
Massport  or  in  a  private  firm. 

Having  participated  last  year,  I 
can  testify  to  the  enjoyment  felt  by  all 
involved.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  win  a 
design  competition  (with  Valerie  Towe) 
and  have  my  project  showcased  in  an 
exhibit  at  the  Copley  Library.  Refresh¬ 
ments  are  often  served  to  enliven  the 
atmosphere  of  the  meetings.  The  club  also 
organized  a  role-playing  game,  in  which 
members  assumed  the  identities  of  the 
people  involved  in  the  planning  and  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Lego  building.  Cheesy  as 
this  may  sound,  it  was  very  informative 
and  tons  of  fun. 

All  classes  are  welcome  to  join 
this  club,  which  will  meet  in  room  212. 
The  first  meeting  will  be  advertised  in  the 
bulletin  and  around  the  school,  so  keep 
your  eyes  open.  For  more  information, 
see  Mr.  Lobosco  (faculty  advisor),  John 
Kosmidis  in  1 30,  or  Valerie  Towe  in  1 36. 
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Ms.Gilligan  Ms.  Morelli  Mr.  Curry 


By  Lisa  DeBenedicitis,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


By  Ronaldo  Rauseo-Ricupero,  IV  By  Kate  Chevarley,  IV 

Staff  Writer  staff  Writer _ 


Among  all  of  the  new  teachers 
this  year  at  BLS,  there  is  a  certain  one 
named  Ms.  Gilligan.  Kathleen  Gilligan 
grew  up  in  Boston  and  went  to  Girls'  Latin. 
She  got  her  college  education  at  Boston 
College,  where  her  major  was  History/ 
Education. 

It  was  in  high  school  that  she 
became  interested  in  history  because  she 
had  an  excellent  US  history  teacher. 

Ms.  Gilligan  has  been  teaching 
for  28  years,  and  has  taught  at  many  differ¬ 
ent  grade  levels  including  middle,  elemen¬ 
tary,  and  high  school.  She  has  held  previ¬ 
ous  teaching  positions  at  English  High,  the 
Shaw,  the  Garfield,  and  the  Lewis. 

Ms.  Gilligan  was  very  excited  to 
be  coming  to  Latin.  She  had  always  wanted 
to  teach  here,  and  now  she  teaches  Civics 
classes.  In  her  classes,  she  likes  to  use 
handouts  that  she  gets  from  the  computer. 
She  states  that  “...  if  you  give  students  the 
right  tools,  they  can  learn  better!”  Ms. 
Gilligan  likes  to  incorporate  group  work 
into  her  classes,  and  to  give  students  projects 
to  present  in  front  of  the  class. 

Some  of  Ms.  Gilligan’s  hobbies 
are  skiing  and  playing  golf.  She  likes  to 
spend  her  spare  time  doing  these  activities, 
as  well  as  reading. 

She  says,  “If  I’m  not  correcting 
papers,  I’ll  be  skiing  or  golfing,  and  when 
papers  get  back  late,  that’s  why!!" 

On  the  whole,  Ms.  Gilligan  is 
very  happy  with  her  teaching  position  here 
at  BLS,  and  is  looking  forward  to  staying 
here  for  a  long  time. 


You  may  have  seen  her  in  the 
halls;  you  may  even  have  had  her  as  a 
substitute  teacher.  That’s  right,  it’s  Ms. 
Morelli!  I’d  like  to  take  some  time  nowto 
introduce  her  to  you.  As  a  native  of  Leices¬ 
ter,  Massachusetts,  Ms.  Morelli  had  a  very 
delightful  childhood.  She  lived  with  her 
parents  and  three  sisters.  She  attended  Notre 
Dame  High  School  in  Worcester,  which 
was  where  she  fostered  her  love  for  reading 
and  aptitude  for  grammar.  Ms.  Morelli 
went  to  St.  Annel  College  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  where  she  earned  her  degree  in  En¬ 
glish.  After  college,  she  returned  home  to 
Leicester  to  make  a  place  for  herself  in  the 
world  as  an  educator.  She  taught  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  all  over  the  county,  and  took  over  a 
sixth  grade  class  in  one  of  that  county’s 
elementary  schools  for  half  a  year.  Then, 
two  years  ago  she  came  to  Boston,  where 
her  three  sisters  lived,  and  has  held  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  teacher  here  ever  since.  In  her  first 
year  she  taught  one  freshmen  and  three 
sophomore  English  classes.  Last  year  she 
substituted  all  over  the  building,  but  this 
year  she  teaches  two  sixie,  two  freshmen, 
and  one  sophomore  class.  Apparently  she 
knows  how  to  go  with  the  flow.  She  has 
also  participated  in  many  extracurricular 
activities,  such  as  Saturday  Success  School 
and  the  Summer  Orientation  Program  for 
new  students.  Ms.  Morelli  says  that  she  has 
always  wanted  to  be  an  English  teacher, 
and  was  inspired  by  many  English  teachers 
she  had  in  high  school.  When  asked  what 
she  liked  most  about  Boston  Latin  School, 
she  enthusiastically  replied,  “The  faculty  is 
great  and  the  kids  are  tremendous.  I  love  it 
here.”  Well,  Ms.  Morelli,  we  love  having 
you  and  hope  that  your  time  at  Boston  Latin 
School  will  be  every  bit  as  memorable  as 
possible. 


If  you  are  taking  a  math  or  com¬ 
puter  course  this  year,  you  might  just  know 
Mr.  Curry,  the  newest  addition  to  the  Math 
and  Science  Department  here  at  BLS.  Re¬ 
cently  I  had  the  chance  to  meet  and  inter¬ 
view  Mr.  Curry,  who  teaches  eighth  grade 
Algebra  1 ,  tenth  grade  Computer  Literacy, 
and  eleventh  grade  Pre-Calculus. 

Mr.  Curry  grew  up  on  Long  Is¬ 
land,  New  York.  There  he  graduated  from 
the  John  Glenn  High  School.  The  most 
important  and  interesting  thing  Mr.  Curry 
accomplished  during  his  high  school  ca¬ 
reer  was  when  he  ran  a  marathon  in  his 
senior  year.  He  was  able  to  finish  the  race 
in  three  hours,  thirty -nine  minutes  and  forty- 
two  seconds,  which  was  the  fastest  time  in 
his  age  group  in  the  county  by  over  an  hour. 

Mr.  Curry  attended  Stonybrook 
University  and  Northeastern  University, 
where  his  favorite  subjects  were  math  and 
computers.  Mr.  Curry  decided  to  become  a 
teacher  in  hi  s  sophomore  year  of  college.  “I 
loved  math  at  college,  and  I  figured  the  next 
logical  step  would  be  to  teach  it,”  he  said. 

BLS  is  the  first  school  in  which 
Mr.  Curry  has  taught.  When  asked  about 
his  first  impressions  of  BLS  he  replied,  “It 
seems  to  be  a  very  well  organized  and 
academically  motivated  school.  Most  of 
the  students  are  well-mannered  and  eager 
to  learn.  I  am  very  happy  to  be  here.”  And 
what  does  Mr.  Curry  hope  to  accomplish 
by  teaching  here?  “I  want  to  teach  my 
students  well  enough  so  that  they  actually 
learn  something  and  remember  what  I  teach 
them.” 

Besides  correcting  papers,  in  his 
free  time  Mr.  Curry  enjoys  running,  biking, 
and  fiddling  with  computers. 


Join  the  Argo!  Writers, 
photographers,  typists, 
business  and  production  staff 
needed!  All  students  in  Class 
Vl-I  are  welcome. 


Mr.  Walker 


By  Lucy  Shum,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Do  you  recognize  the  person  in 
the  picture?  Or  is  he  somewhat  familiar 
to  you?  Maybe  yes . . .  maybe  no?  Well, 
it  would  be  no  wonder  if  you  do  not 
recognize  him,  because  this  is  his  first 
year  at  Boston  Latin.  Not  only  that,  but  it 
is  also  his  first  teaching  job!  Mr.  Walker 
is  his  name.  He’s  taking  over  Mr.  Seng’s 
math  classes  which  include  Pre-algebra, 
Algebra  I,  and  Geometry. 

Mr.  Walker  himself  is  not  origi¬ 
nally  from  Massachusetts  but  from 
Burlington,  Vermont.  Ever  since  he 
graduated  from  Burlington  High,  he  has 
received  his  education  from  a  variety  of 
universities.  He  spent  two  years  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
(better  known  as  MIT).  Then  because 
his  parents  moved  to  North  Carolina  and 
he  wanted  a  less  pressured  education,  he 
continued  his  education  at  North  Caro¬ 
lina  University  for  a  year.  He  finished 
college  back  home  at  the  University  of 
Vermont.  What  a  great  experience  that 
must  have  been! 

Mr.  Walker  has  been  working 
at  BLS  for  only  a  month  and  he  already 
likes  the  school!  Just  imagine,  inabouta 
few  more  months,  he’s  going  to  love  the 
school !  What  really  impressed  him  about 
this  school  is  how  neatly  prepared  most 
students  are  in  his  class.  “I  just  hope  I’ll 
be  as  prepared  and  neat  as  my  students 
by  the  end  of  the  school  year,”  says  Mr. 
Walker,  pointing  to  his  desk  filled  with 
paper  work.  Teachers  definitely  play  a 
big  part  in  his  impression  of  and  new 
adjustment  to  the  school.  He  describes 
them  as  “very  supportive  and  always 
offering  help.”  All  this  makes  him  so 
comfortable  that  he  is  not  only  teaching, 
but  is  also  the  assistant  coach  of  the  JV 
football  team.  Good  job  Mr.  Walker! 

For  this  year,  Mr.  Walker  wishes 
to  be  a  good  role  model  for  his  students. 
He  will  try  to  do  his  job  the  best  he  can. 
In  addition,  he  also  wishes  a  successful 
season  to  the  football  team. 

Since  he  is  new  to  the  school, 
why  not  stop  by  his  room  -  334,  any 
time,  and  get  him  up  to  date  with  school 
news  or  even  the  latest  gossip.  I’m  sure 
he’ll  be  glad.  Well,  Mr.  Walker,  I  just 
want  to  let  you  know  that  BLS  welcomes 
you  and  wishes  you  good  luck  through 
this  year! 


Photos  by  Nina  Smolyar,  II,  Photo  Editor 
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Deutschland 


By  Jennifer  Soroko,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


The  sixies  and  the  B-sies  are  not 
the  only  ones  who  are  finding  it  difficult 
to  adjust  to  the  unfamiliar  environment  of 
Boston  Latin  School  this  fall.  Although  I 
am  a  senior,  I  too  am  going  through  a 
transitional  period.  But  it  is  not  only  the 
school,  with  its  new  faces  and  compli¬ 
cated  system,  that  I  am  readjusting  to.  It 
is  a  family,  a  language  and  an  entire  cul¬ 
ture. 

I  had  embarked  on  a  journey 
which  allowed  me  to  become  a  part  of  a 
new  home,  complete  with  a  family  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  mother,  father,  and  sister,  to 
become  a  part  of  a  new  school,  function¬ 
ing  in  its  own  system  and  with  its  own 
classes  and  teachers.  This  time  last  year, 
I  was  in  a  completely  different  world.  I 
had  met  hundreds  of  new  people,  with  a 
language  and  ideas  different  from  my 
own,  and  was  somehow  accepted  by  them 
and  fit  in.  I  was  an  exchange  student. 

I  spent  one  year  in  Karow,  a 
section  of  former  East  Berlin  in  Germany. 

I  felt  my  year  was  especially  unique  and 
enjoyable  because  not  only  did  I  learn 
about  the  present  day  German  culture,  but 
I  also  became  familiar  with  the  culture  of 
the  DDR  (former  East  Germany).  There 
are  several  misconceptions  surrounding 
the  DDR.  For  example,  many  people 
think  that  all  the  buildings  are  ugly  and 
gray.  I  will  admit  that  the  architecture 
from  the  period  during  which  DDR  was 


under  the  socialist  system  is  not  the  most 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  However,  there  are 
many  cities  and  towns  in  former  East 
Germany  which  are  considered  by  many 
to  be  the  most  beautiful  in  all  of  Germany. 
Another  common  misconception  is  that 
the  people  from  DDR  are  unfriendly  and 
earnest.  Some  of  the  friends  I  made  were 
the  nicest  and  most  interesting  people  I 
had  ever  encountered.  I  met  people  who 
were  very  lighthearted  and  had  a  great 
sense  of  humor.  Not  everyone  I  met  was 
warm,  but  not  everyone  I  face  here  is 
amicable,  either.  (By  the  way,  not  all 
Germans  love  David  Hasselhof.) 

The  school  system  in  Germany 
is  quite  different  from  our  own.  I  attended 
the  Gauss  Gymnasium,  a  college 
preparatory  high  school,  where  the 
students  face  a  rigorous  curriculum. 


Students  take  about  1 1  courses,  including 
German,  sciences,  foreign  languages,  his¬ 
tory,  geography,  physical  education,  mu¬ 
sic,  and  art,  which  last  about  45  minutes 
each  and  meet  a  few  times  a  week.  The 
grading  system  there  is  much  more 
strenuous  than  our  own.  Only  the  top  5% 
receives  l’s,  or  A’s.  School  begins  and 
ends  at  different  times  for  each  class,  with 
several  breaks  in  between  periods,  when 
students  may  leave  the  school,  since  the 
open  campus  policy  is  in  effect.  Students 
are  given  more  independence  and  also 
more  personal  responsibilities,  so  things 
like  homework  or  a  class  notebook  are  not 
stressed,  but  you  have  to  make  sure  you 
are  prepared  when  the  test  comes.  Unlike 
Boston  Latin  School  and  most  high  schools 
in  the  United  States,  there  are  no  clubs  or 
school  sports  offered.  Instead,  most 


BLS:  All  Bark,  No  Bite 


By  Zoe  Liou,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


I  took  a  deep  breath  as  the  bus 
stopped  in  front  of  the  looming  building. 
“This  is  it,”  I  thought.  “My  first  day  of 
high  school.”  Cautiously,  as  if  anticipating 
an  ambush  by  snarling,  fanged  monsters 
of  secondary  education,  I  ascended  the 
front  steps. 

Thus  began  my  first  day  as  a 
Boston  Latin  School  "B-sie."  Well  aware 
of  the  school’s  reputation  for  rigorous 
academic  training,  and  impressed  by  the 
sheer  size  of  the  building  itself,  I  was 
rather  apprehensive. 

I  was  somewhat  startled  to  find 
that  the  school,  sedately  dignified  on  the 
outside,  was  a  flurry  of  activity  within. 
Teachers  and  students  strode  purposefully 
through  the  corridors  as  I  attempted  to 
read  cryptic  notices  tacked  on  a  bulletin 
board.  The  din  of  many  conversations 
filled  my  ears.  Then  the  ringing  of  a  bell 
awakened  me  from  my  freshman  stupor, 
and  I  plummeted  into  the  labyrinth  in 
search  of  my  homeroom. 

Contrary  to  the  dire  predictions 
of  already-initiated  friends,  I  managed  to 
find  all  of  my  classes  without  incident. 
Congratulating  myself  on  this  momentous 
feat,  I  took  a  seat  in  my  Latin  class. 

The  raised  platform  at  the  front 
of  the  class  and  the  Greek  and  Roman  art 


By  Jonathan  Tran,  1,  Art  Editor 


on  the  walls  exuded  an  air  of  antiquity 
which  contrasted  oddly  with  the  jeans  and 
T-shirts  of  the  students. 

As  we  attacked  the  First 
Declension,  however,  this  was  forgotten. 
Like  most  aspects  of  BLS  life,  Latin  wasn  ’  t 
nearly  as  frightening  or  difficult  as  it  had 
first  appeared.  A  line  from  one  of  Seamus 
Heaney’s  poems  crept  into  my  mind:  “... 
declension  sang  on  air  like  a  hosanna  ...” 

After  that  first  day,  the  classes, 
the  people,  and  even  the  psychedelic 
restrooms  acquired  a  sense  of  familiarity. 
References  to  first  and  second  lunches, 
declamation,  classes  IV- A  and  IV -B ,  along 
with  other  Latin  School  curiosa  which 
once  appeared  esoteric,  are  now  fully 
understandable.  I  will  even  venture  to  say, 
and  I  think  many  B-sies  share  the 
sentiment,  that  I’ve  grown  to  like  the 
school,  and  am  looking  forward  to  the 
year  ahead. 


Sixie  Year 


By  Christopher  Chiampa,  VI 
Staff  Writer 


So  far,  being  a  Sixie  is  easy.  At 
least,  it  is  compared  to  what  I’ve  heard 
about  being  one.  I  haven’t  been  insulted 
yet.  At  least,  I  don’t  think  so.  One  a  kid 
said  something  about  a  toddler,  but  he 
may  not  have  been  talking  to  me.  I  also 
don’t  find  the  term  sixie  insulting.  It’s 
interesting  to  have  some  sort  of  title. 


Actually,  there  has  been  one  in¬ 


teenagers  join  an  activity  involved  with 
the  community.  It  is  also  interesting  to 
note  that  very  few  high  school  students 
continue  studying  by  going  to  college 
after  they  graduate  from  high  school.  In 
the  U.S.  it  is  generally  expected,  whereas 
in  Germany  it  is  considered  a  great  ac¬ 
complishment. 

Being  an  exchange  student  has 
changed  my  life.  I  have  learned  how  to 
depend  on  myself  and  make  important 
decisions.  The  experiences  I  had  in  Ger¬ 
many  have  helped  to  shape  the  way  I  think 
and  the  way  I  see  the  world.  I  now  have 
more  of  a  sense  of  who  I  am  than  I  ever  did 
before.  It  is  achapter  in  my  life  which  will 
remain  with  me  forever. 

Readjusting  to  America  has 
proved  tough  at  times,  and  in  some  ways, 
this  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  my 
exchange.  I  no  longer  see  things  with  the 
same  eyes  I  once  did  and  that  has  caused 
tension  in  certain  situations.  Returning  to 
the  environment  at  BLS  has  been 
somewhat  disappointing  because  the 
freedoms  I  enjoyed  while  I  was  in  Germany 
are  now  being  taken  away.  However,  the 
time  I’ve  had  in  Amiland  (America)  since 
I’ve  been  back  has  also  been  comforting. 
Reuniting  with  my  family  and  friends  was 
reassuring. 

My  immediate  future  holds 
certain  important  decisions  which  will 
shape  the  course  of  my  life.  Having  been 
away  as  an  exchange  student,  I  feel  I  am 
better  prepared  to  make  these  decisions.  I 
was  able  to  find  myself  and  now  I  know  in 
which  direction  I  am  headed. 

Is  A  Snap 


suit.  An  insult  to  my  intelligence.  I’ve 
been  asked  if  I’d  like  to  buy  a  ticket  to  the 
fourth  floor  pool.  I  mean,  it’s  obvious 
there  is  no  fourth  floor.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  look  up.  We  may  be  sixies,  but  we’re 
not  two  year  olds!  Get  it  straight. 

The  work  has  been  hard,  but  not 
as  hard  as  I’ve  been  told.  In  fact,  what  I’ve 
been  told  what  would  be  the  hardest  has 
been  the  easiest  (so  far).  Latin  has  been 
easy  and  I’ve  been  doing  the  best  in  it.  The 
hardest  has  been  Math,  and  the  most  bor¬ 
ing  has  been  Science. 

Getting  around  was  hard  at  first. 
It  was  a  pain  plowing  through  the  huge 
crowd  of  students.  At  first,  four  minutes 
didn’t  seem  to  be  enough  time.  Then  light 
dawned  on  marblehead.  I  realized  after  a 
classroom  number  is,  let’s  say,  137,  it 
becomes  101  and  102.  That  made  travel 
quicker. 

So  that  is  sixie  life  for  me.  Now 
it  may  be  different  for  some,  but  I  don’t 
know.  Some  students  like  this  school  and 
others  don’t.  Some  are  good  in  some 
classes  and  bad  in  one  someone  else  is 
good  in.  People’s  Latin  years  vary. 
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Bumming  Around  the  Bank 


Forsyth 


By  Trung  Dicp,  III 
Staff  Writer 


I  f  you  ’  re  an  upperclass¬ 
man  (Classes  III-I),  State  Street 
Bank  is  a  definitely  noteworthy 
place  to  take  an  internship  if  you 
don’t  have  plans  for  this  upcom¬ 
ing  summer.  The  pay  is  reason¬ 
able  ($6.75/hr)  and  the  hours  are 
not  very  demanding,  mostly  from 
8:30  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.,  Mon- 
day-Friday.  Internships  are  usu¬ 
al  ly  gran  ted  prevalendy  through¬ 
out  the  State  Street  campus  in 
North  Quincy  (some  in  Boston), 
a  huge  complex  of  five  multi¬ 
storied  buildings  surrounded  by 
four  parking  lots.  Getting  there  is 
as  easy  as  going  to  school;  just 
take  the  Red  Line  to  North  Quincy 
station.  There  is  only  one  catch: 
you  must  wear  proper  business 
attire  almost  everyday. 

State  Street  offers  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fields  (mutual  funds,  se¬ 
curity ,  global  management,  LAN 
administration)  to  choose  from; 
many  require  little  or  no  prior 
experience  at  all.  And  for  those 


computer  whizzes,  and  even  for 
the  PC  illiterates  who  are  inter¬ 
ested,  there’s  the  network  ad¬ 
ministration  branch  of  the  bank. 
Administrators  of  this  branch 
receive  PC  problems  from  users 
over  the  bank  complex,  and  their 
responsi¬ 
bility  is  to 
pinpoint 
these  di¬ 
lemmas, 
whether 
an  elusive 
virus  has 
infected 
an  entire 
floor  of 
the  build¬ 
ing  or  a 
vice- 


management. 

State  Street  has  satis¬ 
fied  my  summer’s  learning  ex¬ 
perience.  This  was  the  first  sum¬ 
mer  employment  that  felt  like  a 
real  job.  I  was  given  an  office 
desk  of  my  own  with  a  personal 
computer 
-as  were 
all  interns. 
Wearing  a 
shirt  and 
tie  at  the 
desk, 
looked 
and  felt 
like  one  of 
the  em¬ 
ployees; 
and  I  was 
treated 


Artwork  by  Dorothy  Howard,  I 
president  cannot  gain  access  into  like  one.  My  managers  had  al- 


his  e-mail  account.  Guided  to 
practical  ways  to  solve  such  prob¬ 
lems  by  the  administrators,  in¬ 
terns  could  acquire  much  knowl¬ 
edge  on  computer  operations. 
Through  the  process  you  would 
also  learn  how  computers  today 
play  crucial  roles  in  the  bank’s 


ways  yielded  a  lending  hand, 
and  other  co-workers  had  espe¬ 
cially  been  helpful  and  coopera¬ 
tive.  Each  day  different  assign¬ 
ments  were  available,  and  none 
too  dull  or  inept.  Even  if  they 
were,  I  felt  free  to  ask  my  man¬ 
agers  for  a  more  fitting  task. 


My  intern  position  was 
an  assistant  network  administra¬ 
tor.  Part  of  the  job  description 
was  to  run  systems  and  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  users’  computers. 
Other  times,  I  took  calls  from 
distressed  workers  who  must  have 
problems  on  their  PC  corrected. 
As  the  administrators  resolved 
these  situations,  I  learned  from 
their  performance  and  applied  the 
same  skills  on  similar  circum¬ 
stances.  The  tense  and  solemn 
environment  around  the  large 
bank  was  intimidating,  but  once  I 
got  used  to  it,  I  felt  comfortable 
working  in  such  an  admirable 
place. 

A  position  at  State  Street 
positively  enables  one  to  experi¬ 
ence  what  it’s  like  in  the  real 
world.  State  Street  can  be  a  place 
to  work  up  to  your  potential  or  a 
place  to  find  new  interests.  The 
work  is  not  troublesome  or  teas¬ 
ing,  but  very  serious  and  sincere. 
It’s  a  great  opportunity  if  you’re 
looking  for  working  experiences. 
It  will  pay  off,  as  it  has  for  me. 


MassPep 


Showa 


By  Nancy  Ly,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Have  you  ever  dreamt 
about  spending  the  whole  six 
weeks  of  your  summer  in  an  aca¬ 
demic  program?  I  know  that  it 
might  sound  like  a  nightmare  to 
a  couple  of  people  (or  maybe  to 
almost  everyone),  but  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Residential  High  School 
Program  at  Bentley  College  is  a 
very  different  summer  program. 
In  this  program  I  had  a  chance  to 
experience  life  in  college,  meet 
lots  of  different  people  from  vari¬ 
ous  backgrounds,  and  also  get  a 
good  start  before  school  began. 

You  might  be  wonder¬ 
ing  if  this  program  is  just  for  fun 
or  if  you  actually  learn  some¬ 
thing.  Well,  as  a  former  member 
of  this  program,  1  can  say  that  the 
program  was  notalways  just  play, 
play,  play.  We  did  get  a  lot  of 
work,  had  a  lot  of  tests  to  study 
for,  and  followed  a  lot  of  rules.  If 
we  didn’t  do  what  we  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  do,  we  would  had  to 
suffer  the  consequences  which 
were  even  more  frightening  than 
Freddie  Krueger  on  Friday  the 
13th.  You  might  wonder  what 
there  is  to  be  afraid  of.  Well, 
have  you  ever  been  punished  as  a 
group  to  write  a  four  page  essay 
within  an  hour  just  because  one 
person  in  the  group  talked  back 
to  a  teacher  on  the  first  day  of 
school?  Have  you  ever  been 
yelled  at  almost  every  morning 


at  8:00  a.m.  because  someone  in 
the  group  was  misbehaving? 

What  was  our  typical 
day  at  Bendey  like?  Our  typical 
day  consisted  of  waking  up  early 
in  the  morning,  leaving  the  dorm 
at  7:30,  and  having  breakfast 
until  8:15.  Afterwards,  we  had  a 
general  meeting  with  Ms. 
McAllister,  thecoordina  tor,  who 
would  give  us  a  lecture  every 
morning.  This  was  followed  by 
morning  classes  from  nine  to 
twelve  o’clock,  lunch,  and  then 
afternoon  classes.  Classes  that 
one  might  take  would  be  Avia¬ 
tion,  Telecommunications  by 
Nynex,  career  workshops,  or  rec¬ 
reational  sports,  depending  on 
the  day.  After  these  classes,  we 
would  have  dinner  and  then  go 
out  to  elective  classes  such  as 
firstaid,  newspaper,  or  computer 
classes.  Then  we  would  have  a 
two-hour  study  period  to  do  our 
homework  and  study.  At  the  end 
of  the  day  we  went  back  to  our 
dorms  at  10:30.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards,  assistant  teachers  would 
come  around  to  inspect  each 
room. 

It  might  seem  like  a  very 
long  day  to  some  people,  and  to 
me  a  day  seemed  like  a  whole 
week.  However,  it  was  wonder¬ 
ful  because,  despite  its  strictness, 
one  could  grow  in  maturity,  re¬ 
sponsibility,  and  independence, 
which  are  important  to  survival 
in  the  real  world. 


By  Kate  Chevarley,  IV 


By  David  Wei  Liu,  II 
Staff  Writer 

You  know  the  feeling 
you  get  when  you  start  thinking, 
and  realizing  that  you  might  be 
missing  out  on  something,  some¬ 
thing  important,  something  like 
a  job?  Most  of  you  don’t  realize 
it,  but  there  is  a  huge  group  of 
you  out  there  who  have  never 
seen  a  paycheck  before.  Well, 
here  is  something  to  look  at. 

The  Forsyth  Dental 
Center  is  an  institution  that  is 
devoted  to  dental  research.  It  is  a 
well-recognized  research  facil¬ 
ity,  and  you  can  be  part  of  it  as  an 
intern.  This  particular  internship 
will  look  extremely  attractive  on 

Once  you  're  in,  you  'll 
have  the  world  of 
science  at  your 
fingertips 

your  college  resume.  You  even 
have  the  opportunity  to  play  with 
electron  microscopes,  but  first 
you  must  exhibit  interest  in  the 
internship.  Last  year  Mr. 
Schluzas  and  Ms.  Phillips  were 


Japanese  music  (the  name  of  the  the  teachers  to  speak  to. 


Staff  Writer 


Konnichiwa!  This  sum¬ 
mer  I  was  lucky  enough  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Summer  Discov¬ 
ery  Program  at  Showa  Boston. 
Forty  Japanese  girls  from  Showa 
High  School  in  Tokyo  came  to 
Boston  to  leam  and  have  fun 
with  twenty-one  American  girls, 
most  of  whom  were  from  BLS. 
During  the  three-week  program, 
I  got  to  do  a  lot  of  cool  stuff,  and 
I  learned  a  lot  about  Japan. 

The  students  were  split 


band  was  “Mr.  Children”).  I  also 
got  to  look  at  a  copy  of  Seven¬ 
teen  magazine,  written  in  Japa¬ 
nese. 

In  addition  to  learning 
about  each  other’s  cultures,  we 
went  shopping  at  the 
Cambridgeside  Galleria, 
kayaking  on  the  Charles,  swim¬ 
ming  at  Hopkington  State  Park, 
and  line  dancing  (yes,  we  taught 
the  Japanese  girls  the 
“Macarena.”)  The  highlight  of 
the  program  was  the  sleepover 
night,  when  the  American  girls 


My  friends.  . .  taught  me  Origami,  and  I 
learned  how  to  do  some  of  the  traditional 
_ Javanese  Bon  dances. . . _ 

were  invited  to  stay  overnight  in 
the  dorms  with  our  Japanese 
friends.  We  had  a  huge  Karaoke 
party,  and  we  stayed  up  all  night 
watching  movies  and  annoying 
the  security  guards  by  roaming 
around  campus.  I  fell  asleep  at 
3:30  a.m.,  but  a  few  die-hard 
insomniacs  stayed  up  all  night. 

By  the  end  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  everybody  had  made  lots 
of  close  friends.  But  finally  the 
day  came  when  we  had  to  say 
good-bye.  Everyone  was  really 
sad,  but  we  promised  to  write 
each  other.  I  definitely  recom¬ 
mend  the  Discovery  Program  to 
anyone  who  wants  to  make  last¬ 
ing  friendships  and  discover  an¬ 
other  culture. 


into  groups,  each  of  which  had  a 
mix  of  Japanese  and  American 
girls.  I  was  in  the  Lotus  group,  so 
I  spent  most  of  my  day  with  the 
girls  in  this  group.  At  first  it  was 
kind  of  hard,  because  the  Japa¬ 
nese  girls  were  quiet  and  a  bit  shy 
about  speaking  English,  but  after 
a  few  days  we  were  totally  com¬ 
fortable  around  each  other.  My 
friends  Yuko  and  Takako  taught 
me  Origami,  and  I  learned  how 
to  do  some  of  the  traditional  Japa¬ 
nese  Bon  dances  from  my  friend 
Mio.  I  found  out  how  strict  Japa¬ 
nese  schools  arc  (they  have  com¬ 
plicated  uniforms  codes:  girls 
can’t  wear  makeup,  jewelry,  or 
get  their  cars  pierced  until  col¬ 
lege!)  and  I  listened  to  popular 


The  program  is  linked 
to  Boston  Latin  School.  Speak  to 
one  of  the  two  teachers  in  charge. 
Once  you’re  in,  you’ll  have  the 
world  of  science  at  your  finger¬ 
tips.  There  are  many  departments 
you  can  work  in  such  as  bio¬ 
chemistry,  microbiology,  oreven 
electron  microscopy.  You  have 
endless  resources  and  all  you 
need  to  do  is  be  a  mentor’s  pupil 
and  leam.  You  even  get  to  do 
your  own  little  project.  Another 
up-side  is  that  you  get  a  very 
healthy  five-hundred  dollar 
check  every  other  Friday  for  the 
entire  summer. 

You  have  to  commit 
yourself,  but  once  you  sit  in  your 
own  chair  and  type  on  your  com¬ 
puter,  dressed  like  a  biologist, 
you’ll  just  feel  invigorated.  Look 
around!  There  is  a  real  world  out 
there.  Forsyth  Dental  Center  is  a 
good  place  to  get  your  job’s 
worth. 


_ 

Artwork  by  Dorothy  Howard,  I 
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Lincoln  University 


By  Trasee  L.  Claybome,  I 
Staff  Writer 


The  morning  after  the 
junior  prom,  my  mother  and  I 
drove  six  hours  southwest  to  the 
heart  of  “Amish  Country”  to  visit 
Lincoln  University  in  Lincoln 
University,  Pennsylvania.  Lin¬ 
coln  University  opened  in  1854 
as  Ashmun  Institute,  a  school 
focused  on  educating  Negro  men 
for  the  ministry.  Horace  Maun 
Bond’s  Education  for  Freedom 
states,  “this  was  the  first  institu¬ 
tion  founded  anywhere  in  the 
world  to  provide  a  higher  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  arts  and  sciences  for 
youth  of  African  descent.”  In 
1 860  the  school’s  administration 
changed  to  educating  Negro  men 
in  other  disciplines  as  well.  The 
school’s  mission  was  readjusted 
again  in  1952  and  began  admit¬ 
ting  female  students. 

Lincoln  has  its  own 
campus  surrounded  by  farmland. 
It  is  the  hub  of  life  for  its  2,800 
students.  My  tour  guide/inter¬ 
viewer  was  a  rising  junior  named 
Kendrick,  a.k.a.  “Keni.”  He  told 
us  about  the  curriculum  and  the 
social  organizations.  Lincoln 
does  not  have  a  football  team  so 
homecoming  centers  more 
around  alumni  returning  to  see 
old  friends  than  a  school  rivalry. 
They  do  have  an  intercollegiate 


volleyball  team, basketball  team, 
and  soccer  team. 

Keni ’s  tour  included  the 
library,  chapel,  dormitories,  aca¬ 
demic  buildings,  and  the  gymna¬ 
siums.  My  favorite  dorm  was  an 
honors  dorm  that  resembled  an 
old  Southern  mansion  with  a  wide 
verandah  and  hanging  pots  of 
geraniums. 

Keni  stressed  the  fact 
that  Lincoln  is  dedicated  to  help¬ 
ing  its  students  successfully  com¬ 
plete  their  BA  or  MA.  Study 
groups  are  a  good  way  to  get 
students  acquainted  with  one 
another  as  well  as  help  them  suc¬ 
ceed.  During  the  tour  we  actually 
met  one  of  his  professors  who 
questioned  him  about  missing 
class.  At  Lincoln  you’re  not  just 


you  and  care  about  you.  In  fact, 
most  of  the  Lincoln  administra¬ 
tors  are  recent  alumni  who  have 
returned  to  Lincoln  to  continue 
the  quality  programs  that  they 
benefited  from. 

Don’t  be  afraid  that 
Lincoln’s  students  are  stuck  in 
the  middle  of  nowhere.  Every 
Friday  a  bus  runs  north  from 
Lincoln  to  Philadelphia  and  an¬ 
other  runs  south  to  Baltimore; 
each  trip  takes  about  an  hour 
(pretty  convenient,  huh?)  For 
those  who  wish  to  stay  on  the 
weekends  there’s  always  a  party 
or  activity  to  participate  in  on 
campus.  For  someone  like  me 
who  hopes  to  be  attending  a  small 
liberal  arts  college  this  time  next 
year,  Lincoln  University  seems 


a  number;  your  professors  know  like  an  ideal  option. 


Artwork  by  Seevon  Chau,  I 

Northwestern 


Editorial 

Seniors  in  Name  Only 


By  Francis  flaugh,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

For  the  past  five  years 
I’ve  been  locked  up  in  a  build¬ 
ing  for  one-fourth  of  each  day. 
It  was  involuntary  until  I  turned 
sixteen.  Since  then  I  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  subject  myself  to  the 
guards,  the  warden,  the  permis¬ 
sion  grudgingly  granted  to 
empty  my  bladder,  the  bans  on 
all  manner  of  enjoyable  things 
from  physical  contact  to  play¬ 
ing  cards.  Anyone  could  learn 
more  things  more  quickly 
through  independent  study  but- 
we’re  all  too  cowardly  to  bend 
the  bars. 

Customarily  seniors 
(people  who  have  passed  five 
years  here)  are  allowed  to  sit  in 
the  feeding  room  and  talk  when 
they  don’t  have  a  class.  They 
are  allowed  to  exit  the  building 
early  if  they  have  no  class  at  the 
end  of  the  day.  They  can  stop 
coming  two  months  before  ev¬ 
eryone  else.  A  month  and  a  half 
before  everyone  else.  A  month 
before  everyone  else.  Fifteen 
days  before  everyone  else?! 

This  year  senior  sign- 
out  will  be  in  June.  Seniors  may 
not  leave  the  building  early  or 
sit  in  the  feeding  room  during 


free  periods  until  almost  No¬ 
vember.  We’ve  been  here  since 
August!  We’ve  been  seniors 
since  May  when  the  old  seniors 
left,  yet  we  have  received  noth¬ 
ing  for  it  but  another  number  to 
show  our  worth.  Seniors  in 
name  only. 

I’ ve  noticed  a  few  little 
trends  in  education  lately.  Stu¬ 
dents  are  losing  all  of  their 
rights.  The  97-98  school  year, 
it  has  been  decided,  will  beabout 
one-third  longer  than  this  year. 
Many  public  schools  are  mak¬ 
ing  students  wear  uniforms. 
Open  campus  is  an  anomaly. 
Classroom  time  is  increasing, 
while  quality  of  education  and 
programs  is  decreasing.  Work¬ 
ing  harder  for  their  system  is 
not  the  answer.  They ’ll  just  ask 
for  more  and  more  until  some 
time  in  the  future  when  every¬ 
one  in  a  certain  age  group  lives 
in  their  government  school. 
Sounds  crazy?  Watch. 

Watch  the  drop-out 
rate  increase  as  the  conditions 
become  worse.  The  focus  is  on 
regulation  not  education.  I 
hope  drop-outs  increase.  It’ll 
show  that  people  still  have  the 
free  will  to  take  control  of  them¬ 
selves. 


RISD 


By  Kat  Kowal,  II 
Staff  Writer 

We’ve  all  been  told  that 
our  junior  year  of  high  school  is 
supposed  to  be  our  most  impor¬ 
tant  one,  because  that’s  really 
what  colleges  look  at.  My  par¬ 
ents  so  excited  to  get  rid  of  me  in 
two  years,  they  made  me  go  half¬ 
way  across  the  country  to  look  at 
some  colleges  in  Chicago. 

Among  the  several  col¬ 
leges  I  went  to  see  were  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan,  Northwestern, 
and  University  of  Chicago.  I 
stayed  with  my  aunt  and  uncle  in 
a  very  small  college  named 
Kendal  College,  which  mostly 
specializes  in  culinary  arts,  or 
that’s  all  I  noticed,  because  the 
only  thing  I  did  there  was  sleep 
and  cat. 

With  all  the  colleges 
comes  the  walking  tour  and  lec¬ 
ture.  Basically,  the  walking  tour 
is  outside,  hot,  humid  and  long, 
and  you  have  to  put  up  with  the 
stupid  questions  from  the  par¬ 
ents  of  kids  who  live  in  Califor¬ 
nia  who  are  more  concerned  with 


their  child’s  safety  in  the  snow 
than  their  education. 

After  sweating  like  a  pig 
from  the  tour,  you  enter  a  nice  air 
conditioned  room  and  watch  a 
terrible  video  about  the  college. 
They  you  getan  hour  long  speech 
from  top  representatives  of  the 
college  telling  you  about  what 
they  expect  from  you,  t  he  pro¬ 
cess  of  admissions  and  most  im¬ 
portantly  to  the  parents,  the  cost. 
I  know  a  lot  of  families  left  the 
lecture  early  after  hearing  that 
they  would  have  to  spend  over 
$100,000  on  their  child’s  four 
year  education.  Forallyousixies 
out  there,  prices  will  almost  be 
doubled  by  the  time  you  have  to 
go  to  college.  Have  a  nice  day, 
mom. 

Out  of  all  the  colleges,  I 
think  Northwestern  wins  the 
number  one  prize.  That  college 
looked  so  unbelievably  cool  I 
wish  I  could  have  taken  the  tour 
all  over  again.  (Of  course  ignor¬ 
ing  the  fact  I  had  a  drop-dead, 
gorgeous  tour  guide.)  Even 
thought  it’s  one  of  the  top  ten 
school  schools  in  the  country. 


the  campus  gives  off  this  impres¬ 
sion  of  being  full  of  fun.  There’s 
a  club  out  there  for  everyone  to 
join  -  I’m  serious.  Example: 
(seasonal)  “Coping  With  The 
Cold”  a  group  of  students  who 
help  students  cope  with  the  aw¬ 
ful  temperature,  winds,  and  snow 
of  the  winter.  You  bet  this  is 
where  those  kids  from  California 
join.  In  fact,  it  was  brought  up  in 
my  tour  by  the  Californians. 

This  school  is  a  basic 
all-around  school  where  you  can 
go  into  acting,  science,  journal¬ 
ism  (the  Medill  School  of  Jour¬ 
nalism  is  on  of  the  best  in  the 
country),  economics,  history, 
government,  physics,  engineer¬ 
ing,  anything.  The  campus  is 
beautifully  decorated  with  flow¬ 
ers,  very  artsy  with  weird  sculp¬ 
tures,  and  it’s  right  on  Lake 
Michigan.  The  school  is  located 
about  a  half-an-hour  from  down¬ 
town  Chicago,  which  is  easy  to 
get  to  by  shuttles  and  the  El,  their 
subway  system.  They  even  have 
their  own  private  beach. 


By  Sarah  Bairstow,  I 
Staff  Writer 

The  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design,  located  in 
Providence,  has  an  excellent 
reputation  as  being  the  finest  art 
school  in  the  country.  It  offers 
several  majors  which  include 
most  liberal  arts  courses.  Since 
RISD  is  involved  with  Brown 
University,  only  a  few  blocks 
away,  art  students  can  take 
Brown  courses  for  credit,  and 
vice  versa. 

RISD  (pronounced 
riz  ’dee)  is  a  school  for  those  who 
definitely  want  to  make  a  career 
out  of  art:  the  students  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  classes  that  are  hours 
long,  and  then  spend  most  of 
their  free  time  in  the  studio.  En¬ 
trance  into  RISD  is  difficult,  and 
is  not  based  solely  on  artistic 
talent.  However  the  amount  of 
talented  people  at  RISD  makes 
addmissions  very  competitive. 

The  campus  is  medi  urn- 
sized,  with  the  best  of  facilities. 
There  are  studios  in  many  of  the 
dormitories,  but  most  students 
make  their  rooms  into  studios 
anyway.  RISD’s  art  library  is 


excellent,  and  even  includes  a 
photo-clipping  library,  where  you 
can  research  ads  and  magazine 
photos  from  as  early  as  the  turn 
of  the  century.  RISD  also  has  its 
own  museum,  which  holds  works 
from  many  cultures  and  periods. 
Most  of  the  buildings  are  cen¬ 
trally  located,  with  freshman 
dorms  in  the  center,  which  makes 
transportation  easy.  The  dorms 
vary  in  quality:  some  are  basic, 
with  many  rooms  off  the  side  of 
a  long  hallway,  and  some  are 
large  and  sunny  suites.  Many  of 
the  older  students  live  off  cam¬ 
pus  in  the  surrounding  area. 
Providence  itself  is  a  small  city, 
and  most  activity  stops  after  rush 
hour.  Thayer  Street  provides  the 
school  with  plenty  of  stores  and 
restaurants,  and,  of  course,  there 
is  always  something  happening 
on  campus. 

The  students  at  RISD 
are  so  different  from  one  another 
that  just  about  anyone  fits  in  at 
the  school.  However,  no  matter 
how  different  the  students  may 
be,  they  all  have  two  things  in 
common:  artistic  talent  and  the 
desire  to  create.  If  you  have  these 
two  things,  then  RISD  is  the  per¬ 
fect  school  for  you. 


. 
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Forum 

Question 


What  do  you  think  of  the 
new  schedule? 


I  actually 
enjoy  the 
new 
schedule.  It 
gives  me  the 
opportunity 
to  complete 


work  due  the  next  day  by 
providing  numerous  studies.  I 
did  not  have  this  advantage 
when  I  was  a  sixie.  I  found 
Utilities  to  be  a  waste  of  time! 
-Tanya  Hughes,  I 


Idon’treally 
care.  School 
is  no  better 
or  worse 
because  of 
this 
schedule. 
What  was  the  point?  They 


only  succeeded  in  making 
second  lunch  overcrowded. 
-Sean  Ryan,  II 


It  leaves  no 
time  for 
String 
Ensemble 
and 
confuses 
everyone.  I 


thought  the  old  schedule  was  a 
valid  use  of  school  time.  Bring 
back  Utility! 

-Darren  Amaya,  III 


I  feel  that  the 
schedule  is 
fine.  Some 
days  you 
won’t  have  a 
particular 
class.  Also 
you  have  more  studies. 

-  Jennifer  Masdea,  IV 


I  think 
sometimes 
it’s  good  and 
sometimes 
it’s  bad.  It’s 
good 
because  we 


won’t  have  some  classes  each 
day  so  we  won’t  have  as  much 
homework  and  it’s  bad  because 
sometimes  it’s  confusing,  but 
now  we’re  starting  to  adapt  to 
it.  -  Melissa  Li,  V 


“It’s 

confusing.” 

-  Mike 
Rolfes,  VI 


By  Matt  O’Malley,  I 
Collating  Editor 


What  is  perhaps  most 
inspiring  about  Robert  Joseph 
Dole  is  his  ability  to  endure. 
He  has  been  through  so  much, 
yet  he  continues  to  fight.  His 
ability  to  overcome  obstacles 
and  his  virtue  of  being  tested 
by  time  are  some  qualities 
which,  among  others,  make 
him  deserving  of  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Bob  Dole  is  a  plain- 
speaking  man.  A  Kansan.  An 
average  Joe  who  enjoys 
watching  Letterman,  drinking 
a  good  beer,  sleeping  in  on 
Saturdays  and  going  for  long 
walks  with  his  miniature 
schnauzer,  Leader.  Although 
seventy-three,  he  has  an  agile 
mind  and  body  of  a  man 
twenty-five  years  his  younger. 
Honestly,  his  physical 
examination  shows  that  Bob 
Dole  is  in  better  shape  than 
incumbent  President  Bill 
Clinton. 

The  man  has  a 
presence  about  him  that 
commands  respect,  from  both 
sides  of  the  aisle.  Democratic 
Senator  Joe  Biden  (D- 
Delaware)  once  said,  “Bob 
Dole  is  a  wonderful  man. 
Although  I  don’t  agree  with 
him  on  every  subject,  I  do 
have  the  utmost  respect  and 
admiration  for  him.”  Our  own 
senior  senator  Edward  M. 
Kennedy  has  said,  “Bob  is 
great.  He  has  such  wonderful 
values,  we  should  all  strive  to 
be  a  little  bit  more  like  him.” 
When  Teddy  Kennedy  praises 
your  values,  you  know  that 
you  ’  ve  got  to  be  an  exceptional 
man. 

Although  polls  seem 
to  sway  in  the  favor  of  the 
incumbent,  I  strongly  feel  that 
Americans  will,  as  Ross  Perot 
had  hoped,  vote  their 
conscience.  As  his  campaign 
slogan  suggests,  Bob  Dole 
truly  is  a  better  man  for  a  better 
America.  Along  with  Vice- 
President  Jack  Kemp  -  a 
superb  choice,  incidentally  - 
President  Dole  will 
courageously  lead  this  country 
into  the  next  millennium. 
President  Dole  will  cut  taxes 
across  the  board  15%  and 


ME 


ME  is  debate  columne  between  Collating  Editor  Matthew 
O'Malley  and  Copy  Editor  Elizabeth  Greenwood  that  will 
appear  in  every  issue  of  the  Argo.  Topic  suggestions  are 
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balance  the  budget  by  the  year 
2002.  With  the  current  resident 
of  1600  Pennsylvania  avenue,  a 
man  who  didn’t  mind  having  the 
government  shut  down  as  long 
as  the  Republican  Congress  took 
the  blame,  offering  no  clear  plan 
to  balance  the  staggering  federal 
deficit,  I  can’t  comprehend  how 
he  could  get  re-elected. 

President  Dole  will 
bring  the  end  to  intrusive,  big 
government  that  was  created  by 
the  tax  and  spend  liberals.  He 
favors  a  less-intrusive  and 
smaller  government  that  gives 
more  power  back  to  the  states 
and  subsequently  allows  you  to 
keep  more  of  your  paycheck.  He 
will  significantly  downsize  the 
IRS  as  well  as  some  other  bloated 
government  bureaucracies.  He 
will  put  more  cops  on  the  street 
and  create  some  type  of 
rehabilitation  for  salvageable 
criminals.  Thus,  he  will  better 
society  while  creating  more  jobs 
-  that  is,  counselors  and 
administrators  for  such 
rehabilitation  facilities. 

Although  it  is  not  a 
prerequisite,  I  feel  that  the  fact 
that  Bob  Dole  proudly  served  his 
country  and  was  wounded  says  a 
lot  about  the  man  and  his 
character:  he  is  a  real  American 
hero.  As  commander-in-chief,  we 
need  a  president  who  understands 
the  wants,  needs  and  attitudes  of 
our  men  and  women  in  uniform. 
Rather  than  as  a  world-police 
force,  Bob  Dole  will  protect 
America’s  interests.  However,  he 
will  not  use  the  armed  forces  as  a 
means  of  getting  Americans  to 
rally  behind  him. 

Elizabeth  Dole  is 
another  facet  which  adds  to  Bob 
Dole’s  greatness.  She  is  a 
beautiful,  articulate  and 
thoughtful  woman  who  will 
exceptionally  serveas  America’s 
First  Lady  and  proudly  represent 
this  great  country. 

President  Dole  will 
ensure  that  we  can  all  have  the 
American  dream.  He  is  living 
proof  that  any  goal  is  reachable. 
He  is  a  man  who  can  get  the 
country  back  on  track  and  better 
than  ever. 

Bob  Dole  has  earned 
our  respect  and  he  deserves  our 
support.  I  enthusiastically 
endorse  him  for  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States. 


By  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  I 
Copy  Editor 


A  common  complaint 
around  election  time  is  that  the 
voters  are  forced  to  choose  “the 
lesser  of  two  evils.”  This  is  actu¬ 
ally  a  misleading  phrase.  When 
choosing  a  president,  we  must 
find  the  candidate  who  fulfills 
some  very  specific  characteris¬ 
tics.  We  are  not  deciding  which 
of  the  candidates  we  would  want 
to  babysit  for  our  children.  We 
are  not  deciding  which  of  the 
candidates  offers  the  most  entic¬ 
ing  tax  cuts.  We  are  deciding 
which  of  the  two  candidates  fits 
the  profile  of  a  good  president. 
President  Clinton’s  administra¬ 
tion  has  had  its  problems,  but 
Clinton  has  proved  that  he  is 
willing  to  listen  to  the  needs  and 
feelings  of  the  American  people 
while  remaining  dedicated  to  a 
plan  for  the  country’s  future. 
Despite  accusations  against  him , 
he  is  an  inspiring  speaker  and  a 
talented  leader. 

The  character  issue  is 
important,  of  course.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  how  important  it  will  be  to 
the  voters.  We  all  want  moral, 
honest  men  and  women  in  gov¬ 
ernment;  it  doesn’t  make  much 
sense  to  elect  someone  as  a  rep¬ 
resentative  if  you  can ’t  trust  them 
to  keep  their  word.  However, 
there  have  been  wonderful  men 
who  have  made  terrible  presi¬ 
dents,  and  slightly  dishonest  men 
who  have  made  wonderful  presi¬ 
dents.  Perhaps  Presidnt  Clinton 
is  not  the  most  ethical  president. 
He  has  been  plagued  by  allega¬ 
tions  of  personal  and  political 
wrongdoings,  and  these  should 
not  be  taken  lightly.  However, 
they  should  be  put  into  perspec¬ 
tive.  An  investigation  of  the  long 
list  of  “gates” 
“Whitewatergate,”  “Travelgate,” 
“Filegate,”  ad  naseum  -  may  be 
in  order,  but  I  don  ’  t  believe  these 
infractions  are  enough  to  war¬ 
rant  voting  Bill  Clinton  out  of 
office.  When  compared  to  the 
more  serious  allegations  against 
the  administrations  of  presidents 
from  Grant  to  Reagan,  these 
“scandals”  seem  fairly  mild. 

If  we  were  electing  a 
president  on  the  basis  of  charac¬ 
ter  alone,  I  might  vote  for  Bob 
Dole.  However,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  has  to  do  more 
than  act  as  a  moral  role  model. 
He  should  be  a  leader,  someone 
who  can  act  as  an  effective  repre¬ 
sentative  of  America,  someone 
who  can  speak  persuasively  and 
act  with  conviction,  and  some¬ 
one  who  holds  on  to  a  set  of  core 
values  but  is  willing  to  compro¬ 


mise  and  act  based  on  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  President 
Clinton’s  administration  has 
had  problems,  some  petty  and 
some  serious,  but  overall  he 
has  provided  excellent  lead¬ 
ership.  During  crises  such  as 
the  Oklahoma  City  bombing 
and  the  bombing  of  Centen¬ 
nial  Park,  President  Clinton 
was  calm,  composed,  and  en¬ 
tirely  presidential.  Although 
I  do  not  agree  with  all  of  the 
policy  decisions  he  has  made, 
I  admire  his  commitment  to 
convictions  which  were  not 
always  popular.  He  is  a  presi¬ 
dential  Figure:  strong,  com¬ 
posed,  articulate,  and  hope¬ 
ful.  Bob  Dole  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  majority  leader:  true  to 
his  principles,  good  at  work¬ 
ing  “behind  the  scenes”  to 
bring  different  factions  to¬ 
gether,  and  an  unifying  sym¬ 
bol  of  his  party.  Those  two 
roles  are  not  the  same;  the 
men  who  can  fill  them  well 
are  not  the  same. 

Bob  Dole,  cheap  age 
jokes  aside,  is  of  a  different 
generation  than  most  Ameri¬ 
cans.  He  remembers  America 
at  a  simpler  time,  and  his  solu¬ 
tions  hark  back  to  that  time. 
Faced  with  the  uncertainty  of 
a  new  century  and  a  list  of 
seeingly  insurmountable 
problems,  many  Americans 
are  attracted  to  Dole’s  values 
from  a  different  time.  It  is 
natural  to  want  to  return  to  a 
comforting,  time-tested  set  of 
“family  values”  insteadof  cre¬ 
ating  new  solutions  a  new  era. 
However,  we  must  adapt  to 
the  economic  and  social  reali¬ 
ties  of  the  1990's.  This  does 
not  mean  that  we  must  aban¬ 
don  ideas  about  families;  it 
simply  means  that  we  need  a 
president  who  recognizes  how 
families  have  changed. 

One  of  Bob  Dole’s 
recurring  themes  is  trust. 
There  is  no  question  that  we 
can  trust  Bob  Dole;  he  is  a 
good  and  moral  man.  How¬ 
ever,  trust  is  just  one  on  a  long 
list  of  positive  qualities  that  a 
president  should  have.  What¬ 
ever  Bob  Dole’s  success  in 
other  areas  of  politics,  he  does 
not  have  the  leadership  quali¬ 
ties  that  would  make  him  a 
good  president.  President 
Clinton  has  proved  that  he  has 
an  understanding  of  the 
American  people  and  a  vision 
of  America’s  role  in  the  in¬ 
creasingly  complex  global 
community  of  the  twenty-first 
century. 
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The  State’s  Band-aid  Mandate 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  I 
Forum  Editor 


As  all  of  you  non-sixies  know, 
there  is  a  new  schedule  in  place  this  year. 
Instead  of  the  old  seven-period  schedule, 
we  now  have  eight  blocks  which  rotate  in 
and  out  of  a  seven-period  day,  and  classes 
which  are  one  minute  longer.  As  with  most 
new  systems,  there  is  probably  a  lot  of 
confusion  and  you  probably  have  many 
questions  regarding  this  new  rotation,  such 
as:  “What  the  hell  were  they  thinking?” 
and  “Whose  brilliant  idea  was  this  any¬ 
way?”  Well,  the  state  has  mandated  that 
we  have  330  minutes,  or  five  and  half 
hours,  of  educational  class  time  each  day. 
And  with  this  new  schedule,  we  have  ac¬ 
complished  exactly  what  we  weren ’t  look¬ 
ing  for.  We  now  have  less  class  time  than 
we  previously  did.  This  fact  raises  even 
more  questions  such  as:  “What  the  hell 
were  they  thinking?”  and  “Whose  brilliant 
idea  was  this  anyway?” 

Well,  the  answers  to  those  prob¬ 
ing  questions  are  simple:  “They  weren’t,” 
and  “You  call  this  an  idea?”  We  now  have 
a  schedule  that  repeats  itself,  that’s  right, 
every  eight  weeks.  In  other  words,  if  Mon¬ 
day  is  Day  1,  the  next  time  Monday  will  be 
Day  1  is  eight  weeks  later,  unless  of  course 
there  are  holidays  in  between,  which  will 
confuse  things  even  more.  And  since  the 


schedule  will 
hardly  ever  re¬ 
peat,  we  will 
have  to  have  a 
day  off  in 
honor  of  the 
occasion  when 
it  does,  which 
of  course  will 
throw  the 
schedule  off 
again,  making 
us  wait  an¬ 
other  eight 
weeks  before 
it  comes  full 
circle. 

Now,  BLS  can’t  be  fully  blamed 
for  this.  The  state  refuses  to  give  us  more 
money,  but  yet  somehow  we  should  be 
able  to  squeeze  five  and  1/2  hours  of  class 
time  into  a  six  hour  day.  I  suppose  they 
now  expect  us  to  go  to  our  lockers,  go  to 
the  bathroom,  and  eat  lunch  during  our 
already-scarce  four  minutes  of  passing 
time. 

What  the  state  fails  to  under¬ 
stand  is  that  longer  class  time  is  not  the 
solution  for  the  problem  of  the  decline  of 
public  education  in  this  country.  At  some 
schools,  such  as  BLS,  there  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  problem  with  teaching.  The  state ’s 
misguidedness  can  be  expressed  in  a 


simple  meta¬ 
phor:  you 

can’t  make 
two  boards 
stick  together 
by  putting 
more  and 
more  bad  glue 
on  them.  You 
can’t  make 
students  learn 
better  by  put¬ 
ting  them  in 
class  longer 
with  the  same 
bad  teachers. 
Now,  I’ve 
said  this  once  and  I’ll  say  it  again.  I  am  sick 
of  boring  classes  in  which  the  teacher  lec¬ 
tures  the  entire  time  (which  is  now  longer, 
thanks  to  the  new  schedule).  Contrary  to 
what  some  blue-haired,  ex-vice-presidents 
would  have  you  believe,  for  most  students, 
this  is  not  the  best  way  to  learn.  It’s  no 
wonder  that  while  walking  down  the  halls 
of  BLS,  you  can  look  into  a  classroom  and 
see,  almost  without  fail,  lots  of  heads  lying 
on  desks.  This  is  not  prime  learning  posi¬ 
tion. 

Maybe  it’s  something  in  the  air 
(CO2  perhaps),  but  it  seems  that  we  here  at 
BLS  are  very  stubborn.  Now  we  all  appre¬ 
ciate  tradition,  such  as  that  chair  that  every 


headmaster  has  sat  in  at  Prize  Declamation 
since  16-whatever.  But  I’ve  been  told  that 
whenever  a  new,  innovative  idea  comes 
up,  such  as  expanding  the  Connections 
program,  it  is  shot  down  by  the  BLS  fac¬ 
ulty.  Perhaps  we  lazy  students  shouldn’t 
be  the  only  ones  to  blame  for  the  decl  ine  of 
Latin  School. 

There  is  one  remedy,  of  course.  It 
would  require  sweeping  changes  that  would 
be  met  with  less  than  popular  appeal  by  the 
BTU  (Boston  Teachers  Union).  The  rem¬ 
edy  is  allowing  teachers  to  be  fired  because 
of  incompetence.  With  tenure  the  way  it  is 
now,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  an  experi¬ 
enced  teacher  to  be  fired  without  years  of 
administrative  investigation.  The  result  is 
that  we  have  a  bunch  of  stagnating  teach¬ 
ers  (especially  at  BLS  where  tenure  plays 
a  more  significant  role  in  hiring),  a  large 
number  of  whom  deserve  to  be  removed. 

Well,  I  digress,  don’t  I?  But  this 
new  schedule  is  just  part  of  the  same  pic¬ 
ture.  No  one  is  willing  to  do  what  it  really 
takes  to  improve  education.  To  improve 
education  we  need  money,  not  more  class 
time.  The  money  could  be  used  to  raise 
salaries  and  make  classes  smaller,  which 
in  turn  would  attract  more  qualified  people 
to  the  job.  This  schedule,  and  the  state’s 
mandate,  are  just  more  poor  attempts  to 
take  the  cheap  way  out  of  a  growing  prob¬ 
lem. 


Tear  Down  the  Defense 


Kindergarten  Kindness 


By  Andrea  Haney,  II 
Staff  Writer 

Okay,  now.  I  know  that  we  Latin 
Scholars,  in  our  all-knowing  enlighten¬ 
ment,  could  never  dream  of  anyone  being 
homophobic.  Unfortunately,  the  Senate 
isn’t  as  bright  as  we  are.  On  September 
1 0  th,  they  passed  the  Defense  of  Marriage 
Act.  This  doesn’t  ban  marriages  of  the 
same  sex,  but  it  does  allow  states  the  right 
not  to  recognize  homosexual  marriages. 
Under  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution ,  they 
already  have  the  right  ...  but  I  have  a 
feeling  this  was  more  for  the  symbolism. 

Senator  Robert  Byrd  said,  “Let 
us  defend  the  oldest  institution:  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  marriage  between  male  and  fe¬ 
male  as  set  forth  in  the  Holy  Bible.”  Well, 
prostitution  is  the  oldest  profession  in  the 
world — and  that’s  in  the  Bible  too. 

A  major  argument  against  same 
sex  marriage  is  the  purpose.  Marriage  is 
seen,  on  a  very  basic  level,  as  an  institu¬ 
tion  whose  main  function  is  to  create  and 
raise  a  child.  Does  this  mean  that  a  sterile 
person  should  not  be  allowed  to  marry?  A 
lesbian  or  gay  couple  can  raise  a  child, 
even  if  they  can’t  create  one  together. 

A  lot  of  people  see  gay  marriage 
as  extremely  radical.  Why?  Not  only 
would  it  promote  monogamy,  fidelity  and 
stability,  but  it  would  also  make  the 


lifestyle  easier  to  swallow  by  average 
Americans.  The  reason  why  homosexual 
sex  is  a  sin  (and  I  got  this  straight  from  a 
priest)  is  not  because  of  the  act,  but  the 
fact  that  it  is  sex  out  of  marriage.  So,  any 
one  out  there  who  has  had  sex  out  of 
wedlock  has  committed  the  same  sin. 
Marriage  would  make  gay  relationships 
more  viable  and  outstanding  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  And  beyond  this,  there  is  a  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state. 

One  reason  for  the  fond  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  bill  is  monetary.  If  we  don’t 
acknowledge  same-sex  spouses,  then  we 
don’t  have  to  compensate  them.  It’s  sad 
to  see  that  a  bill  of  this  stature  can  be 
swayed  by  such  base  monetary  concerns. 

The  definition  of  marriage — 
it’s  been  written  out  by  Congress.  But  I 
won’t  give  up  hope.  Society  is  slow  to 
change,  but  the  change  is  inevitable.  At 
one  time,  the  definition  of  marriage  was 
when  a  woman  of  the  same  class  and  race 
as  the  man  would  become  his  property. 
Then  society  slowly  dropped  it’s  stigma 
of  class.  Many  moons  afterwards,  race 
wasn’t  a  factor  either.  Women  are  no 
longer  viewed  as  property.  Why  can ’t  we 
lose  this  last  inhibition? 

Eventually,  this  country  must 
allow  it’s  citizens  to  love  freely.  The 
heart  is  something  they  cannot  govern. 


By  Sarah  Carter,  II 
Assistant  Forum  Editor 


It  seems  to  me  that  kindergarten 
had  more  to  offer  us  than  just  graham 
crackers  and  milk.  Then  we  were  excited 
about  learning  —  letters,  numbers,  people 
—  it  was  all  new.  No  one  asked  if  sharing 
was  going  to  be  on  the  test. 

It  could  be  said  that  many  prob¬ 
lems  faced  by  BLS  students,  espically 
juniors,  stem  from  our  utter  lack  of  enthu¬ 
siasm.  We  do  not,  for  the  most  part,  get 
excited  about  the  sheer  joy  of  learning.  I 
would  love  to  think  that  learning  was  my 
only  motivation;  however,  I  often  find  that 
I  am  not  as  much  a  flibbertigibbet  about 
learning  that  new  formula  as  I  am  about 
that  great  grade.  Sad,  yes,  but  we  are 
simply  a  product  of  our  environment.  A 
typical  driven  BLS  student  will  say  to  her/ 
himself,  “If  I’m  not  over-extended,  I’m  not 
excelling.”  I  am  as  guilty  as  anyone  of  this 
egocentrism.  It  has  come  to  pass  that 
because  one  is  not  graded  in  health  or 
happiness,  one  does  not  make  those  things 
a  priority. 

There  are,  however,  those  whose 
happiness  and  health  stem  only  from  high 
grades  in  the  most  difficult  of  classes .  These 
people  do  not  lack  enthusiasm;  type  A 
personalities  tend  to  be  a  self-centered 
driven  lot,  excited  both  about  learning  and 
grades.  It  is  difficult  not  to  be  a  mercenary 
in  an  environment  that  only  values  the 


currency  of  points  and  A’s. 

We  must  learn  how  to  support 
each  other,  not  to  be  competitive  to  the 
extent  that  we  are  unhappy.  If  we  do  our 
best  and  respect  the  personal  bests  of  our 
peers,  then,  and  only  then,  will  we  be  able 
to  accept  our  own  levels  of  achievement 
and  make  it  through  Junior  year  unscathed 
by  the  stereotypically  green  monster.  It  is 
hard  to  map  the  limits  of  our  community  at 
BLS  —  almost  all  things  in  which  a  com¬ 
munity  can  be  defined  lack  the  heteroge¬ 
neous  groupings  that  truly  allow  us  to  learn 
about  different  types  of  people.  The  idea  of 
a  homeroom  has  been  shattered  with  this 
new  schedule,  the  makeup  of  most  clubs  is 
homogeneous  and  as  we  progress  through 
our  years  at  BLS,  our  classes  come  to 
contain  people  who,  for  the  most  part,  share 
our  interests.  Because  of  this  lack  of  new 
faces,  it  is  ever  more  imperative  to  respect 
those  faces. 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  compliment 
someone  or  to  tell  someone  to  have  a  good 
day,  or  to  ask  a  frown  what  the  problem  is. 
We  cannot  begin  to  take  our  peers  for 
granted.  We  must  grin  and  bear  the  envi¬ 
ronment  of  our  school,  our  difficult  classes 
and  friends  who  remind  us  too  much  of 
ourselves.  Let  us  try  to  learn  both  from 
teachers  and  each  other.  For  then  we  are 
truly  prepared  for  life.  Remember,  when  it 
comes  to  sharing,  human  kindness  and  self- 
respect,  we  are  graded  on  the  pass/fail 
system. 
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Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  I 
Staff  Writer,  and 
Lai-Kam  Mui,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


A  towering  5 ’2”,  Kait  Stokes 
may  be  short,  but  she  makes  up  for  it  by 
being  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
artists  in  Boston.  Her  famous  tomatoes 
(not  apples)  were  displayed  in  the  front 
lobby  of  our  school,  as  well  as  on  her 
invitations  to  her  private  art  show.  If 
you  missed  them,  her  work  is  on  display 
at  the  West  Roxbury  Library  for  the 
entire  month  of  October.  Kait  won 
critical  acclaim  for  her  artwork  in  the 
form  of  the  Young  at  Arts  Award  at  the 
Wang  Center,  and  the  Globe  Gold  Kev 
Award.  She’s  an  exceedingly  talented 
artist,  working  in  pastels  and  off-handed 
drawings  (and  constructing  a  porch  ev¬ 
ery  once  in  a  while).  Her  academic 
accomplishments  include  Art  AP,  His¬ 
tory  AP,  English  AP,  and  Humanities. 
Kait  is  applying  early  to  Wesleyan,  and 
although  she  doesn’t  plan  to  major  in 
art,  she  hopes  to  pursue  it  as  a  minor. 

Not  only  is  Kait  an  artist 
extraordinare,  but  she’s  also  an  accom¬ 
plished  actress  and  stage  manager.  The 
first  production  I  saw  Kait  in  was  “Alice 
in  Wonderland”  at  the  Wheelock  Fam¬ 
ily  Theatre,  in  which  she  played  Alice, 
and  she’s  been  my  hero  ever  since.  I 
think  I  was  about  eight  or  nine,  but 
when  I  saw  “Alice  in  Wonderland,”  she 
wasn’t  Katie  from  church,  but  Alice. 
Of  course,  that  was  quite  a  while  ago, 
but  Kait  and  I  have  worked  together  in 
three  separate  productions,  and  she’s 
always  amazed  me  as  an  actress  and  a 
stage  manager.  She  performed  in 
“Variations  On  Love”  at  the  Globe 
Theatre  Festival,  where  she  won  an 
acting  award  for  her  portrayal  as  Laura 
in  “The  Glass  Menagerie.”  Kait’s  the¬ 
atrical  credits  also  extend  off  stage. 
She’s  stage  managed  three  Drama  Club 
productions:  Our  Town,  Vanities,  and 
Picnic  (for  which  we  are  always  in¬ 
debted  to  her,  because  it  is  so  hard  to 
find  a  good  stage  manager).  I’ve  de¬ 
pended  on  Kait  for  every  Drama  Club 
production  and  for  everything  else,  be¬ 
cause  she’s  always  there  with  a  “what 
can  I  do  for  you”  and  she  actually  means 
it.  With  so  much  to  do  it’s  a  surprise 
that  Kait  has  time  to  take  Driver’s  Ed, 
but  she’s  finally  going  to  get  her  li¬ 
cense. 


All  On  One  Stage 


By  Ursula  Liff,  I 

Arts  And  Entertainment  Editor 


In  the  seventh  grade,  the  “old” 
Drama  Club  performed  Grease,  a  musi¬ 
cal,  in  the  BLS  auditorium,  and  after  run¬ 
ning  away  from  the  auditions  practically 
in  tears  (I  chickened  out),  I  never  went 
back  to  see  the  first  and  last  BLS  theater 
production  I  was  to  hear  about  for  three 
years.  After  Grease,  the  Drama  Club 
stopped  performing  plays 
and  eventually  the  club  be¬ 
came  non-existent.  For 
many  the  theatre  opportu¬ 
nities  at  Boston  Latin  has 
been  disappointing.  Com¬ 
pared  to  theatre  programs 
at  nearby  public  schools 
such  as  North  Quincy, 

Cambridge  Ringe  and 
Latin,  Newton  North,  and 
Brookline  High  School, 
who  employ  sufficient  full 
time  drama  and  dance  in¬ 
structors  and  include  elec¬ 
tive  theatre  and  dance 
classes  along  with  their 
regular  curriculum,  Boston 
Latin’s  options  are  mini¬ 
mal.  Over  the  last  three 
years,  however,  interest  in 
improving  the  theatre  op¬ 
portunities  at  BLS  has  become  a  priority 
for  many  students. 

The  Classical  Club,  a  perform¬ 
ing  group  which  produces  one  show  a 
year,  has  been  kept  alive  by  graduates 
Elena  Coto  and  Tom  Kiley  and  seniors 
Scot  Allan  and  Sara  Colb  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  teacher/actor  Mr.  Regan.  All  of 
their  productions  have  been  presented  in 
the  MASS  ART  theatre,  (near  the  school 
on  Huntington  Ave).  Centre  Stage  Pro¬ 
ductions  was  established  in  the  fall  of 
1994  and  has  performed  four  times  in  the 
last  two  years,  including  a  one-act  perfor¬ 
mance  at  the  Massachusetts  High  School 
Drama  Guild  Festival,  a  theater  contest 
run  by  the  Massachusetts  Drama  Guild 
and  funded  in  part  by  the  Boston  Globe, 
last  March.  It  has  been  kept  alive  by  an 
enormous  amount  of  parent  support,  but 


mostly  by  student  supporters:  Max 
Shulman,  Kay  Perdue,  Kait  Stokes,  Ari 
McKenna,  Sam  Graham-Felson,  Katrina 
Grigg-Saito  and  Ursula  Liff  (just  to  men¬ 
tion  a  few).  Last  year  Ken  Silanskas  and 
Jackie  Gay  created  a  new  and  different 
musical  group  and  performed  Rising 
Broadway,  which  succeeded  in  bringing 
together  a  cast  of  over  eighty  students. 
Vox  Iuvenum  was  created  by  last  year's 
graduate  Kria  Sakakeeny  four  years  ago. 


This  group  presented  original  works  by 
students  in  a  group  ensemble  piece,  and 
was  directed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sakakeeny, 
Kria’ s  parents.  With  close  to  two  hundred 
students  showing  up  at  each  audition,  it  is 
clear  student  support  for  BLS  theatre  is 
not  lacking. 

Because  more  and  more  people 
are  choosing  theatre  as  one  of  their  major 
extra-curricular  activities,  Mr. 
Contompasis  has  asked  that  all  drama 
groups,  including  the  Classical  Club,  Cen¬ 
tre  Stage,  Ken  Silanskas’  musical  group, 
and  Vox  Iuvenum  combine  forces  so  that 
he  can  provide  for  these  groups  more 
accurately  in  the  future.  Money,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  is  key  to  running  a  successful 
drama  club.  Mr.  Contompasis  has  ap¬ 
pointed  Mr.  Regan  and  Ms.  Marcus,  who 
is  the  theatre  teacher  for  the  eighth  grade 


Connections  Program,  to  head  the  Drama 
Club  in  its  1996-1997  season.  This  year 
the  Drama  Club  will  produce  two  shows 
and  compete  in  the  Globe  Theatre  Festi¬ 
val. 

Recently,  a  play  committee  of 
several  students  who  represent  each  the¬ 
atre  group  met  to  discuss  the  first  produc¬ 
tion,  which  will  be  presented  sometime 
after  Winter  break  in  the  Tower  Audito¬ 
rium  at  Mass  College  of  Art.  Plays  that 
were  suggested  included 
A  Streetcar  Named  Desire, 
Antigone,  Kindly  Leave 
the  Stage,  and  The  Best 
Laid  Plans.  The  commit¬ 
tee  decided  that  A  Street¬ 
car  Named  Desire  would 
be  the  best  selection.  Mr. 
Regan  will  direct  and  will 
be  assisted  by  Ursula  Liff. 

Ms.  Marcus, 
who  is  the  teacher  advi¬ 
sor/director  for  the  Globe 
Theatre  Festival,  is  now 
receiving  possible  selec¬ 
tions  for  the  required  (no 
longer  than  forty  minutes) 
production,  which  will  be 
performed  in  March. 
Those  who  wish  to  help 
direct,  who  have  had  some 
kma  ol  previous  experi¬ 
ence  or  consider  themselves  somehow 
qualified  should  write  Ms.  Marcus  a  pro¬ 
posal  as  soon  as  possible.  Scripts  and 
proposals  can  be  left  in  026  and  will  be 
received  until  October  3 1  st.  People  who 
submit  scripts  do  not  have  to  direct.  Ms. 
Marcus  can  be  found  in  room  026  before 
school. 

Although  these  changes  have 
hindered  the  fall  production  slightly,  it  is 
important  that  all  students  know  these 
changes  were  mandatory  and  hopefully 
will  prove  beneficial  in  future  years.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  Drama  Club  create  a 
strong  foundation  so  that  it  will  continue 
to  provide  a  good  theatrical  experience 
not  only  this  year,  but  in  years  to  come. 
Streetcar  auditions  are  on  their  way 
. Steeeeeellllllllllaaaa! 


Artwork  by  Alyssa  Tang,  I 


Everything's  Ducky 


By  Andrea  Haney,  II 
Staff  Writer 


A  few  weeks  ago,  I  wasn’t  feel¬ 
ing  too  well.  Moping  around  the  house 
with  my  box  of  tissues ...  I’m  a  baby  when 
I’msick.  Well, my  mom  decides  to  get  me 
out  of  the  house.  What  was  my  fun,  crazy, 
ultra-cool  Saturday  night  like?  Well,  I 
went  to  see  D3:  The  Mighty  Ducks  with 
my  mother ...  and  what’s  worse,  I  loved  it. 
I  know  I’m  just  a  sap,  but  I  thoroughly 
enjoyed  just  spacing  out  to  see  them  (yet 
again!)  win  the  big  game  and  conquer  the 


great  odds.  The  other  team  (of  course) 
was  decked  out  in  black.  Hey,  if  it  was 
good  enough  for  1  and  2,  why  not  3? 

One  interesting  thing  was  hav¬ 
ing  Emilio  Estevez’s  name  in  bold  at  the 
beginning.  I’d  say  he  was  in  it  for ...  oh ... 
maybe  15  minutes.  But,  hey,  names  sell. 
The  story  line  is  pretty  much  the  same  as 
the  first  two.  The  Ducks  have  been  of¬ 
fered  full  scholarships  to  a  very  exclusive 
private  school.  They  are  to  make  up  the 
new  J.V.  Hockey  team,  and  “Varsity  -  the 
only  hockey  team”  doesn’t  take  too  kindly 
to  this.  The  conflict  begins.  Pair  this  with 


having  to  break  in  a  new  coach  -  you  get 
the  picture. 

Anyone  looking  for  the  meaning 
oflife  shoved  between  previews  and  cred¬ 
its  shouldn’t  look  here.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you’re  a  sap  like  me  that  goes  for  this 
cutesie,  happily  ever  after  stuff,  then  I 
definitely  recommend  it.  But  for  all  of 
those  thinking  of  bringing  a  younger  sib¬ 
ling,  cover  their  eyes  at  the  end.  I  heard  a 
unanimous  “ewe”  from  the  young  chil¬ 
dren  behind  me  when,  after  the  big  game, 
several  of  the  players  find  their  soul  mates. 
What  can  I  say?  They’re  growing  up. 
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Life,  Love,  and  Chaos  Theory 


By  Katharine  Perdue,  II 
Staff  Writer 


“Et  in  Arcadia  ego” 

*”I  exist  even  in  Arcadia”  (spoken  by 
Death) 

This  play  makes  us  think.  And 
not  simply  think  -  but  delve  deep  into 
ourselves  and  question  everything  we’ve 
ever  regarded  as  the  plain  and  simple,  as¬ 
sumed,  truth.  Because  of  the  many  intricate 
levels  of  plot,  concepts,  and  ideas  that 
Stoppard  creates  in  Arcadia,  we  all  under¬ 
stand  the  play  on  different  levels;  not  one 
person  in  the  audience  quite  “gets  it”  like 
anyone  else.  There’s  the  complex  plot,  an 
intertwining  of  two  worlds  -  past  and  present 
-  that,  if  we  are  able  to  see  deep  enough, 
clearly  illustrates  the  theoretical  concepts 
of  patterns  in  life  which  Stoppard  intro¬ 
duces  to  us.  And  these  theoretical  concepts, 
mathematical  equations,  and  philosophical 

. . .  essentially  the  play  is  a 
concept  of  the  chaos  theory 
and  the  butterfly  effect  in 
itself. 

theories,  which  Stoppard  defines  for  us 
word  for  word,  if  we  are  able  to  catch  them, 
stir  us  to  examine  nature’s  laws  that  govern 
us.  Amidst  all  its  complications,  Arcadia 
actually  makes  clearer  what  the  indefinite 
is  and  could  be,  in  a  way  no  one  has  tried 
before,  through  the  art  of  the  theater.  In 
short,  Stoppard  draws  for  us  a  fascinating 
world  of  (relatively)  simple  characters  in 
complex  relationships  and  plots  in  order  to 
invite  us  into  a  world  of  intricate  ideas  and 
theories  that  entice  us  to  question,  above 
all,  what  do  we  really  know? 

The  basic  plot  is  not  so  basic. 
Two  worlds,  alternating  between  the  years 
1809-1812  and  the  present,  exist  in  the 
same  room  of  the  Sidley  Park  country  house 
in  Derbyshire,  England. 

The  play  opens  in  the  first  world 
of  Thomasina  Coverly,  a  young  mathemati¬ 
cal  genius,  appreciated  only  by  her  tutor, 
Septimus  Hodge.  And  so  we  are  brought 
into  a  world  of  sex,  intelligence,  love,  gar¬ 
den  renovating,  poetry,  and  algebra  in  the 
1800’s  at  Sidley  Park. 

We  revel  in  our  omniscience  as 
we  watch  Arcadia’s  second  world,  that  of 
the  present,  reveal  itself.  Now  two  histori¬ 


ans  attempt  to  uncover  the  events  of  the 
past  which  occurred  in  the  very  rooms  of 
Sidley  Park  180  years  before.  Our  histori¬ 
ans  pursue  separate  investigations  on  the 
Sidley  Park  household;  however,  in  the  end 
both  are  led  to  similar  questions  of 
Thomasina  and  her  day.  Hannah  and  Ber¬ 
nard,  the  two  historians,  apply  their  differ¬ 
ent  tactics  for  filling  in  the  blanks  of  the 
past,  and  both  succeed  in  being  insanely 
wrong  and  constantly  challenging  one 
another’s  ideals.  Here  begins  Stoppard’s 
hilarious  commentary  on  historians  as  a 
whole:  Bernard,  being  too  assuming,  ig¬ 
nores  most  concrete  evidence,  and  fills  in 
what  he  doesn’t  know  with  convenient  lies 

Not  one  person  in  the 
audience  quite  "gets" 
Arcadia  like  anyone  else. 

of  what  he  wants  to  be  the  truth.  For  this 
reason  Bernard’s  desire  to  prove  that  Lord 
Byron  was  active  at  Sidley  Park  leads  him 
to  believe  that  Byron  was  indeed  a  main 
character  of  the  plot  centuries  before.  How¬ 
ever,  we  know  that  in  fact  he  barely  appeared 
at  Sidley  Park  except  to  go  hunting  and  fool 
around  with  the  women  of  the  house  for  a 
few  days.  He  does  not  even  appear  on  stage 
in  our  first  world.  Our  other  historian, 
Hannah,  is  looking  to  identify  the  hermit  of 
the  grounds  of  Sidley  Park.  Her  explorations 
lead  her  to  stumble  into  the  story  of  Septimus 
Hodge,  never  finding  out  much  because 
she  is  not  assuming  enough  in  her 
investigations.  She  is  too  cautious,  basing 
too  much  on  definitive  evidence  and  what 
is  concrete. 

What  we,  the  all-knowing  fourth 
dimension  of  both  worlds,  discover  in  the 
end  is  a  beautiful  yet  tragic  love  story  (that 
ties  in  the  predictability  factor  of  the  chaos 
theory)  of  Thomasina  Coverly,  the  child 
genius,  and  her  tutor,  Septimus  Hodge;  the 
history  of  Sidley  Park’s  grounds;  and  (at 
least  many  hints  to)  the  real  ities  beneath  the 
historians  ’  deceptions  -  including  what  role 
Lord  Byron  truly  played  in  his  history  at 
Sidley  Park,  who  the  hermit  is,  and  a  glance 
into  Thomasina’s  prodigal  mind. 

The  play  is  directed  and  written  in 
such  a  way  that  both  the  mathematical 
theories  and  the  concepts  behind  the  plot 
are  effectively  portrayed.  The  examples  of 


this  are  in  such  multitude  that  essen¬ 
tially  the  play  is  a  concept  of  the  chaos 
theory  and  the  butterfly  effect  in  it¬ 
self.  Noticeable  patterns  in  the  dia¬ 
logue  and  actions,  as  well  as  com¬ 
plexities  beneath  simplicities  (and 
vice-versa),  are  incorporated  into  the 
text  and  stage  direction.  Situations  of 
the  past  and  present  repeat  themselves. 
Quarrels  begin  sounding  alike  in  both 
worlds.  At  the  end  and  during  the 
climactic  scenes  of  the  play  where 
each  world  is  beginning  to  grasp  the 
concepts  of  the  other  worlds,  the  two 
worlds  exist  at  the  same  time  in  the 
room.  Through  the  simultaneous  and 
mirror  actions  of  the  characters,  the 
concepts  of  pattern  and  repetition  in 
Thomasina’s  chaos  theory  are  per¬ 
formed  for  the  audience.  Another  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  is  in  Stoppards’  charac¬ 
ters:  Each  character  represents  a  char¬ 
acter  in  the  other  world  and  at  the 
same  time  represents  an  element  of  a 
mathematical  theory.  Specifically, 
there  is  Gus  Coverly  -  saying  not  one 
word  throughout  the  whole  play  be¬ 
cause  he  knows  too  much.  One  idea  is 
that  he  is  a  genius,  possibly  at  one 
point  representative  of  the  character 

Through  the 

simultaneous  and  mirror 
actions  of  the  characters, 
the  concepts  of  pattern 
and  reptition  in 
Thomasina's  chaos 
theory  are  performed  for 
the  audience. 


of  Thomasina. 

The  end  of  Arcadia  leaves 
us  questioning  perhaps  even  more 
than  the  beginning.  After  delving  into 
these  two  vast  worlds,  we  feel  that  we 
know  even  less  about  these  characters 
than  we  did  at  the  start,  and  less  about 
the  world  we  live  in  now;  the  world 
where,  at  the  start  of  the  play,  we  felt 
so  secure  in  our  knowledge  of  nature, 
science,  and  history  has  been  turned 
upside  down  and  emptied  out  to  find 
that,  maybe,  we  know  nothing  at  all. 


Fly  Away  Home 


By  Marcus  Hughes,  VI 
Staff  Writer  


“ Fly  Away  Home  is  something 
truly  special,”  says  Gene  Siskel,  of  the 
Chicago  Tribune.  He  is  truly  correct. 
This  movie  has  love,  warmth,  and 
adventure  for  all  ages. 

One  of  the  characters  in  this 
movie  is  played  by  Anna  Paquin,  who  is 


just  remarkable  in  portraying  the  role  of 
a  young  girl  who  had  nothing  to  look 
forward  to  in  life  until  she  found  these 
baby  geese  that  brought  her  complete 
joy.  Jeff  Daniels  plays  the  long-haired, 
wifeless  father  who  protects  and  cares 
for  the  geese  just  as  much  as  his  daughter. 

I  would  also  like  to  congratulate 
all  of  the  producers  and  the  director  for 
putting  together  some  of  the  most 


beautiful  shots  of  America  that  I 
have  ever  seen.  I  bet  it  sure  took  a 
lot  of  time  to  make  the  geese  do 
everything  that  they  wanted  them 
to  do. 

I  can’t  say  how  everyone 
in  the  world  felt  about  this  movie, 
but  I  surely  give  “Fly  Away  Home” 
two  thumbs  up! 


Arts  Spotlight 


By  Erin  Hannon,  II  and  Ursula  Liff,  I  2 


Rumor  has  it  that  Apollo,  Greek 
god  of  music  and  poetry,  and  the  champion  of 
the  first  Olympic  games,  has  smiled  upon 
someone  at  the  Latin  school.  Might  that 
certain  someone  be  Sean  Ryan,  our  resident 
Renaissance  man? 

If  you’ve  ever  seen  a  BLS  soccer 
game  you  couldn’t  help  but  notice  Sean  leap¬ 
ing  and  kicking  with  a  dancer’s  precision  and 
purpose,  working  the  field  like  a  stage.  Sean 
applies  this  level  of  intensity  not  only  to  his 
chosen  sport,  but  to  his  chosen  art  as  well. 
His  prestegious  artistic  career  began  when  he 
played  the  role  of  a  singing  Bilbo  Baggins  in 
the  Hennigan  School’s  production  of  the 
musical  The  Hobbit.  Sean  remarks  that  it  was 
great  because  he  “sang  a  lot.”  Despite  his 
rather  strong  start  in  the  musical  theater,  Sean 
has  been  in  few  other  plays,  but  hopes  to 
audition  this  year  for  at  least  one  of  the  Drama 
Club’s  productions. 

Yet  Sean  Ryan’s  passion  does  not 
lie  in  the  theatre,  but  in  his  piano.  He  has 
studied  piano  extensively  for  eight  years  at 
the  Community  Music  Center  of  Boston  and 
practices  some  days  up  to  three  hours.  At  the 
Music  Center,  Sean  plays  the  keyboard  in  a 
jazz  ensemble  group  called  The  Red  Note 
Five  (other  members  include  Dan  Restuccia 
and  Dan  Welch,  two  other  talented  BLS 
juniors).  He  also  performs  in  annual  recitals 
at  the  Music  Center  where  he  sometimes 
plays  for  over  an  hour.  He  is  now  rehearsing 
for  his  next  recital,  which  will  happen  some¬ 
time  in  January,  and  would  like  to  tell  as 
many  people  as  possible  to  come  (the  Argo 
will  investigate  and  keep  you  posted  on  the 
exactdates).  Wait!  There’s  more.  Atschool, 
Sean  plays  the  piano  in  the  Jazz  Band  and  also 
sings  in  both  the  Show  Choir  and  the  Gospel 
Choir.  Last  summer  Sean  took  extensive 
classes  at  Tanglewood  for  three  weeks,  where 
he  took  master  classes  every  day  for  piano 
and  also  had  the  opportunity  to  sing  classical 
music  in  an  “unbelievable  choir. ”  Sean  admits 
that  show  tunes  are  not  among  his  favorite 
type  of  music;  actually,  according  to  Sean, 
show  tunes  are  almost  as  bad  as  Country/ 
Western  songs. 

Besides  music,  Sean  likes  to  doodle 
in  his  notebooks.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
varsity  soccer  team  and  he  has  recently  joined 
the  German  Club.  He  is  also  an  active  partici¬ 
pant  in  Mock  Trial.  When  I  asked  Sean  if  he 
considered  himself  a  gifted  musician,  his 
response  was  a  modest,  “I  guess  so.”  Al¬ 
though  he  loves  the  piano,  Sean  is  not  sure 
that  he  is  good  enough  to  play  professionally. 

A  good  friend  emphasized,  however  that 
Sean  is  “. . .  one  of  the  best  players  in  Boston.  ” 
Despite  his  apparent  confidence  and  abili¬ 
ties,  Sean  Ryan  seemed  uncomfortable  talk¬ 
ing  about  himself  and  even  shy  during  our 
interview.  Nevertheless,  his  modesty  has 
obviously  not  kept  him  out  of  the  Spotlight! 
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By  Laura  Craven,  II 
Assistant  Sports  Editor 


In  the  past  few  years, 
dominating  female  “wolfpups” 
have  been  becoming  more  of  a 
common  commodity  around  Latin 
school.  Wolfpack  teams  are  no 
longer  led  by  male  jocks!  There  is 
one  senior  this  year  who  unques¬ 
tionably  has  made  her  mark  in  the 
ongoing  list  of  outstanding  B.L.S. 
athletes.  Julee  O’Brien  has  con¬ 
tributed  an  enormous  amount  of 
effort  to  ensure  teams  continue  to 
rank  among  the  best  in  the  Dual 
County  League. 

Having  been  a  member 
for  the  past  five  years ,  and  now  co¬ 
captain  of  the  varsity  soccer  team, 
Julee  leads  her  team  with  encour¬ 
agement  and  determination.  Her 
phenomenal  defensive  skills  reas¬ 
sure  her  teammates  that  they  have 
nothing  to  worry  about  when  it 
comes  to  guarding  Wolfpack  terri¬ 
tory.  With  Julee’s  help,  the  girls' 
soccer  team  have  rid  themselves  of 
formally  being  known  as  a  losing 
team. 

This  winter,  Julee  will 
continue  to  maintain  her  status  as 
an  outstanding  athlete  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  contribute  to  the  Varsity 
basketball  team.  Her  teammates 
feel  her  “leadership  skills  and  tal¬ 
ent  are  assets  to  the  team.” 

Julee’s  accomplishments 
are  great;  for  the  past  four  years  she 
has  been  a  Dual  County  League 
All-Star  for  soccer.  She  also  was 
ranked  among  the  top  five  players 
in  the  Dual  County  League  as  a 
sophomore.  The  girls'  soccer  team 
is  on  track  to  getting  into  the 
M.I.  A.  A.  journey  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  Latin  girls'  soccer. 

J ulee  not  only  displays  persistence 
on  the  court  and  on  the  field,  but 
also  in  the  classroom.  Her  honors 
and  advance  placement  classes 
range  from  AP  Latin,  AP  History, 
to  AP  Economics.  She  is  also  an 
active  member  of  The  Student 
Leaders,  History  Club,  and  the  Irish 
Historical  Society. 

Whatever  she  decides  to 
do  in  the  future,  she  will  always 
display  her  eagerness  as  she  has 
here  at  Latin  school,  and  we  wish 
her  well. 
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Luck  Kicks  In 


By  Daniel  Welch,  II 
Staff  Writer 


After  a  disappointing  4-13-1 
record  last  year,  the  Varsity  Boys  Soccer 
team  was  determined  to  improve  on  last 
season’s  mark  and  to  show  that  it  be¬ 
longed  on  the  same  field  with  the  best  of 
the  league.  The  team  lost  four  starting 
players  from  last  year  including  co-cap¬ 
tain  Alex  McCormick,  now  at  Dartmouth, 
and  DCL  All-Star  Mark  Ford  who  trans¬ 
ferred.  Players  expected  to  fill  these  voids 
included  this  year’s  captains:  Pat  Lober- 
Banfield,  Liam  Bayer,  and  Eric  Braun. 
The  Wolfpack  started  the  season  slowly, 
losing  their  first  five  games,  but  nearly 
defeated  the  highly  touted  Westford 
Greyhosts,  who  won  on  a  goal  scored  with 
eight  minutes  left  in  the  game. 

Red  Sox: 

they  are  a-changing 

By  Andrew  Fagan,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Well,  all  you  in  the  Red  Sox  na¬ 
tion  (you  know  who  you  are),  another  sea¬ 
son  of  unfulfilled  dreams  has  come  and 
gone.  This  season  certainly  won’t  be  one 
that  we’ll  be  telling  our  grandchildren  about 
(Well  sonny  boy,  did  I  ever  tell  you  about 
Tim  Wakefield’s  amazing  14-13.5.14ERA 
season  way  back  in  ‘96?).  No,  this  season 
proved  that  our  hometown  nine  is  an  aver¬ 
age  team  in  a  watered-down  league.  With 
twenty-eight  teams  (soon  to  be  thirty),  you 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  there  will  be  more 
Milt  Cuylers  than  Mo  Vaughns  coming 
down  the  Pike  in  the  near  future. 

We  should  have  nothing  to  worry 
about.  With  Dan  “The  Man”  Duquette  at 
the  helm,  we  have  no  reason  to  fear.  So 
what  if  he  brings  in  fifty-five  different 
players  per  year?  Who  needs  continuity? 
So  what  if  he  fires  the  first  successful 
manager  we’ve  had  since  1986? 
Freewheelin’  Dan  has  everything  under 
control.  Kevin  Kennedy?  Manager’s  come 
a  dime-a-dozen.  Never  to  worry,  the  ship  is 
on  the  right  path.  Let’s  go  with  the  kids. 
John  Valentin,  Tim  Naehring,  Mike 
Greenwell  and  Roger  Clemens  mean  noth¬ 
ing  to  this  team.  Valentin?  We  have  Nomar 
Garciaparra.  Naehring?  We  can  get  plenty 
of  third  basemen  much  cheaper.  Greenwell? 
Over  the  hill.  Clemens?  He  was  only  1 0- 1 3 . 
What  Mr.  Duquette  doesn’t  realize  is  that 
these  players  provide  something  that  can¬ 
not  be  tallied  on  a  stat  sheet:  veteran  lead¬ 
ership.  However,  that  means  nothing.  Let’s 
take  a  few  steps  backward  just  to  prove  a 
point. 

I  guess  the  prospect  of  losing  these 
key  players  does  not  instill  the  sort  of  fear 
in  the  heart  of  Dan  Duquette  than  it  does  in 
mine.  I  guess  Mr.  Duquette  is  curious  to  see 
how  close  we  can  finish  to  the  Tigers  next 
season.  That  would  be  a  real  challenge,  and 
our  intrepid  leader  looks  like  he’s  up  to  the 
task.  Welcome  to  the  new  era  of  baseball. 
There  is  no  game  anymore.  It’s  all  busi¬ 
ness,  and  don’t  ask  where  the  fun  went. 


Latin’s  first  victory  came  at 
Cleveland  Circle  on  September  27  against 
Weston,  by  a  score  of  2-1.  The  winning 
goal  was  scored  by  Peter  Georges-Clapp 
on  a  spectacular  header  off  a  comer-kicker. 
The  soccer  team  then  tied  two  of  their  next 
four  games,  but  swallowed  a  tough  loss 
against  Wayland,  which  scored  two  quick 
go^sjatejnjhe^secOndhalL^^^^^ 

Latin 's  first  victory  came  at 
Cleveland  Circle  on  Septem¬ 
ber  27  against  Weston 

The  team  went  into  its  game  on 
Friday  the  18th  with  a  disappointing  1-7- 
2  record,  but  after  resolving  a  coaching 
conflict,  the  squad  seemed  to  be  refo¬ 
cused,  intent  on  defeating  a  very  skilled 
Westford  which  was  third  in  the  Dual 


By  Eric  MacPherson,  I 
Staff  Writer 


It’s  amazing  how  many  fans  are 
disappointed  by  the  New  England  Patriots’ 
record.  With  their  28-25  victory  over  the 
Jacksonville  Jaguars,  the  Patriots  have  a 
record  of  2-2.  This  should  not  be  a  surprise 
to  anyone.  The  Patriots  are  a  good  team,  but 
they  have  several  areas  in  which  they  need 
some  extra  work. 

The  Patriots  need  something  that 
no  coach  can  give  them  -  experience.  They 
are  one  of  the  youngest  teams  in  the  NFL 
with  an  average  age  of  about  24.  They  get 
rattled  when  they  fall  behind  early  and  have 
a  hard  time  catching  up.  The  24-10  loss  to 
the  Miami  Dolphins  was  a  prime  example 
of  not  being  able  to  fight  back  after  an  early 
deficit.  Even  the  head  coach,  Bill  Parcells, 
felt  his  team  should  have  won  the  game. 
The  17-10  loss  to  the  Buffalo  Bills  could 
have  been  a  win,  but  the  Patriots  have  a  hard 
time  winning  close  games  (it  was  1 0- 1 0  late 
in  the  game). 

The  Patriots’  defense  has  a  hard 
time  being  consistent.  They  shut  out  the 
Phoenix  Cardinals  and  kept  the  Jaguars 
scoreless  through  most  of  the  first  half. 
However,  with  a  22  point  lead,  the  Partiot 
defense  gave  up  20 points,  giving  them  only 
a  three  point  victory.  During  one  of  his 
press  conferences,  Parcells  assessed  his 
defense  by  saying,  “I  thought  that  was  our 
poorest  overall  effort.  We  had  some  major 
errors  in  the  back  end.  We’re  not  a  mature 
enough  team  to  know  how  to  handle  a  22-0 
lead.” 

The  defense  has  some  great  talent 
with  linebacker  Chris  Slade  and  defensive 
end  Willie  McGinest.  The  second-year 
cornerback,  Ty  Law,  and  ten  year 
comerback,  Ricky  Reynolds,  are  very  good 
defending  against  the  pass.  Despite  the  ob¬ 
vious  talent,  the  defense  is  not  doing  a  good 
job  up  front.  There  is  almost  no  pass  rush 
and  the  defensive  line  is  giving  up  way  too 
much  yardage  on  the  ground.  There  is  no 
reason  why  Miami’s  Abdul-Jabbar  should 
be  allowed  to  rush  for  close  to  100  yards. 
Thankfully,  the  defense  was  able  to  keep 
the  Jaguars’  scrambling  quarterback,  Mark 
Brunell,  to  22  yards,  something  that  teams 


County.  They  did  not  disappoint,  handing 
Westford  only  its  second  loss  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  2-0. 

The  goals  were  scored  by  the 
team’s  leading  scorer,  Peter  Georges- 
Clapp,  and  sweeper  Dan  Cochran.  Asked 
about  his  team-leading  five  goals,  Peter 
responded  modestly,  “I  have  been  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time.” 

With  five  games  left  as  of  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  the  chances  of  improving  last 
year's  record  are  good,  and  in  any  event, 
Latin  is  the  youngest  team  in  the  league 
and  will  have  eight  returning  starters.  The 
team’s  starting  striker,  Sean  Ryan,  said 
this  about  looking  ahead  towards  next 
season,  “With  our  talent,  if  the  team  stays 
focused,  we  will  have  a  good  shot  at 
making  the  post-season  next  year.” 


have  had  a  hard  time  doing. 

Here’s  a  question  for  you:  How 
can  a  defense  allow  a  team  to  complete  two 
Hail  Mary  passes?  I’m  asking  you  because 
I  have  no  idea.  The  Patriots  almost  lost  the 
game  when  Brunell  launched  one  with  no 
time  left  and  it  was  caught  by  Andre  Rison 
only  inches  from  the  goal  line.  I’m  not  sure 
who  was  luckier:  the  Patriots,  or  the  Jag¬ 
uars? 

In  the  beginning  of  the  season, 
there  were  a  lot  of  questions  as  to  whether 
or  not  this  would  be  Parcells’  last  year  as 
head  coach  of  the  Patriots.  Hopefully,  it  will 
be.  One  of  the  major  problems  with  the 
Patriots  is  the  playcalling.  Parcells  thought 
he  was  doing  a  great  job  when  he  called  a 
flea-flicker  and  an  end-around  against  the 
Cardinals,  but  it  was  the  Cardinals.  Curtis 
Martin  is  one  of  the  best  running  backs  in 
the  league  and  its  only  his  second  year,  but 
Parcells  has  to  realize  that  he  needs  to  be 
used  on  a  more  consistent  basis.  During  the 
Miami  and  Buffalo  games,  Parcells  used 
Martin  a  number  of  times  in  third  down 
situations.  If  teams  are  so  worried  by 
Martin’s  ability,  why  not  try  a  play-action 
fake?  With  all  the  attention  on  Martin,  Drew 
Bledsoe  will  be  able  to  find  his  receivers 
with  less  coverage. 

Terry  Glenn  is  an  outstanding  re¬ 
ceiver.  Although  he  is  not  good  at  running 
after  the  catch,  he  doesn  ’  t  drop  many.  How¬ 
ever,  Parcells,  who  did  not  want  to  draft  him 
in  the  first  place,  doesn’t  favor  the  idea  of 
throwing  to  him  more  often.  Glenn  caught 
the  ball  only  six  times  against  the  Jaguars, 
but  he  had  a  total  of  89  yards.  The  other 
reason  to  throw  to  Glenn  more  often  is  that 
it  will  take  away  most  of  the  attention  given 
to  All-Pro  Ben  Coates  (probably  the  best 
tight-end  in  the  game). 

There  is  one  major  good  note  that 
has  come  out  of  the  first  four  games:  Dave 
Meggett  has  become  one  of  the  best  all¬ 
purpose  offensive  players  in  the  league.  In 
the  Jaguars  game,  he  had  135  all-purpose 
yards,  a  40-yard  punt  return,  and  four  recep¬ 
tions  for  33  yards.  Meggett  attributes  his 
better  playing  to  his  losing  five  pounds 
during  the  off-season.  Maybe  we  should  get 
the  entire  team  to  lose  five  pounds  -  even 
Parcells. 


Patriots  Need  Help 
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Going  for  the  Goal  No  Sinking  Here 


By  Jane  Long,  III 
Staff  Writer 

T wo  years  ago,  the  girls’ 
soccer  team  won  their  first  game 
in  ten  years.  Continuing  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  improving  and  winning, 
the  1996  team,  along  with  their 
fairly  new  coach  Dorn  Orozco, 
have  raised  their  level  of  play 
and  are  now  playing  alongside 
the  likes  of  Acton-Boxboro,  Lin- 
coln-Sudbury,  and  Newton 
South.  Before  the  start  of  the 
season,  the  team  prepared  them¬ 
selves  both  mentally  and  physi¬ 
cally,  and  this  preparation  seems 
to  be  paying  off.  The  girls  have 
been  setting  m  any  goals  through¬ 
out  the  season  so  far,  and  have 
been  reaching  these  goals  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  Their  major 
goal  to  get  into  the  state  tourna¬ 
ment  used  to  be  a  far-off  fantasy, 
but  as  each  hard-fought  game 
passes,  the  tournament  becomes 
a  major 
possibility. 

At  the  mid¬ 
point  of  the 
season  the 
girls’ 
record  is  3- 
4-3  includ¬ 
ing  five 
shutouts. 

Their  first 
win  came 
to  them  on 
their  sea¬ 
son  opener 
September  10th  atNewton  South. 
Having  lost  to  this  team  twice 
last  year,  the  girls  felt  they  de¬ 
served  to  win  after  all  they  had 
previously  gone  through.  Led  by 
senior  Jackie  Consalvo  at 
midfield  and  senior  captains  Kate 
Maher  and  Julee  O’Brien  at  de¬ 
fense,  the  Lady  Wolfpack  domi¬ 
nated  the  entire  game  by  keeping 
the  ball  where  it  belonged,  mark¬ 
ing  the  first  time  the  Latin  girls’ 
soccer  team  has  ever  undefeated. 

One  of  their  best  games 
yet  came  on  September  30th  at 
home  vs.  Lincoln-Sudbury.  This 
team  was  undefeated  and  had 
beaten  Latin  in  previous  years  by 
five  or  six  goals  a  game.  But 
these  facts  did  not  intimidate  the 
girlsatall.  Latin  cameout  strong, 
but  Lincoln-Sudbury  kept  the 
defense  extremely  busy  with 
many  shots  on  the  net  that  were 
saved  by  sophomore  goalie  Jane 
Long,  with  a  lot  of  help  from 
junior  defender  Beth  Antoniazzi , 
who  had  some  incredible  kicks 
up  the  field.  Again  Julee  and 
Kate  led  the  defenders  of  juniors 
Molly  Costello  and  Aliesha 
Rautenburg,  sophomore 


Jamelynn  Evans  and  freshman 
Anya  Drabkin  to  shutout  #3  for 
the  Latin  team.  Everyone  played 
a  key  role  in  this  game,  and  coach 
Dom  received  a  lot  of  compli¬ 
ments  from  his  fellow  high  school 
coaches,  who  are  now  watchful 
and  aware  of  the  Latin  women’s 
soccer  team. 

The  second  win  oc¬ 
curred  on  October  2nd  against 
Bedford,  the  team  that  helped 
Latin  make  history  two  years  ago. 
The  intensity  of  this  game  was 
very  high,  but  it  only  caused  the 
girls  to  play  even  harder.  In  the 
first  half,  the  ball  was  kept  down 
near  Bedford  ’sendwiththe  great 
skill  of  forwards,  junior  Erica 
Keough  and  Kelly  Penney,  fresh¬ 
man  Shana  Gearty  and  sixie 
Megan  Rounseville.  The  first  half 
ended  with  a  score  of  0-0.  It  was 
decided  then  that  the  team  ’  s  goal 
was  to  go  back  there,  play  hard 
and  score  two  goals.  With  this  in 
mind,  the 
girls  be¬ 
gan  the 
second 
half  of 
t  h  e 
game. 
The  great 
playing 
of  the 
midfridas, 

made  up 
of  jun¬ 
iors  Lisa 
Lucia, 
Molly  Dunford  and  freshman 
Rachel  Racusen,  kept  the  ball 
moving  up  to  the  forwards,  and 
finally  a  beautiful  goal  was  scored 
by  freshman  forward  Maddie 
O’Donovan.  At  this  point 
Bedford  was  desperate  or  the 
score  to  be  tied  and  even  tried  to 
take  some  of  the  Latin  girls  out. 
(Of  course,  trying  to  take  one 
member  of  the  Wolfpack  out 
would  mean  trying  to  take  them 
all  out,  so.  .  .)  Although  Latin 
was  winning,  they  still  had  a  goal 
to  reach,  and  they  reach  it  by 
sailing  over  the  goalie’s  head. 
They  obtained  their  goal,  per¬ 
haps  symbolizing  their  overall 
objectives  for  the  season. 

“Refuse  to  lose,  will  to 
win! ! !”  is  what  you  will  hear  the 
girls  shout  as  they  warm  up  for 
each  game  they  are  about  to  face. 

If  they  continue  to  play  with  as 
much  heart,  and  with  coach 
Dom  ’  s  loyal  dedication ,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin,  girls'  soccer  team  will 
continue  to  improve  and  strive 
for  higher  destinations  as  a  result 
achieving  what  no  one  had  ever 
imagined  them  achieving  before. 
“Eat  ’em  up,  Wolfpups!” 


By  Lauren  McLaughlin,  I 
Sports  Editor 


The  Girls’  Varsity 
Swimming  and  Diving  team  is 
off  to  a  great  start  this  season. 
We  beatNorth  Quincy,  Dedham, 
Randolph,  Quincy,  Somerville, 
all  the  members  of  the  Dual 
County  League.  Five  meets  re¬ 
main  when  many  of  the  swim¬ 
mers  and  divers  hope  to  make  the 
cutoffs  for  the  Sectional  and  S  tate 
Competitions.  Freshman  Janet 
Rice  made  States  in  the  100  Back 
and  Sectionals  in  the  100  Free. 
Eighth  grader  Julia  McLaughlin 
has  had  a  very  successful  season 
she  will  be  competing  in  several 
events  at  States.  A  relay  team 
will  compete  at  Sectionals. 

We  have  four  new 
divers:  Maryellen  Bingham,  a 
freshman,  Franchesca  Disanto,  a 
Sophomore,  and  Anna  Enteman 
and  Lauren  Demore,  both  jun¬ 
iors.  They  have  all  worked  really 
hard  and  are  growing  more  dar¬ 
ing.  Their  progress  is  phenom- 


By  Nancy  Kiu,  II 
Staff  Writer 

This  season,  the  girls' 
volleyball  team  has  experienced 
something  strange:  there  are  no 
seniors  on  the  team.  This  means 
one  thing:  the  team  this  year  is 


enal!  Maryellen  has  dived  offi¬ 
cially  in  every  meet,  scoring  be¬ 
tween  130  and  145  points  per 
meet.  The  other  divers  will  soon 
complete  officially  also. 

The  Seniors  this  year 
are  Colleen  “Fattie”  Leger,  Katie 
“Fattie”  Hickey,  Julie  Jenkins, 
Amy  Rugo,  and  Lauren  “Fattie” 
McLaughlin.  Kelly  Templin,  a 
dedicates  member  of  the  team,  is 
injured  this  year  and  not  able  to 
swim.  The  seniors  are  having  a 
great  year  because  of  their  fre¬ 
quent  Chinese  dinners  and  Woof 
Feast  on  November  1 5  at  Capitol 
Grille  with  coaches  Bruce  Conley 
and  Sue  Lyons. 

Our  coaches,  as  always, 
are  very  supportive  and  team 
spirit  oriented.  Mr.  Conley  is  not 
as  interested  in  winning  as  he  is 
in  our  own  personal  achievement 
and  hard  work.  Meets  are  held  at 
the  Murphy  Pool  in  Dorchester. 
Our  upcoming  meets  are  against 
Somerville,  Needham,  Sand¬ 
wich,  Belmont,  and  Acton.  Come 
support  your  team. 


Rodrigues  and  Camyle  “Where 
am  I  on  the  court?”  Haywood, 
who  contribute  a  lot  to  the  team's 
offense  as  well  as  defense. 
Sandra,  “If  I  didn’t  have  asthma 
before  I  have  it  now”  Kwan  (II) 
and  Jocelyn  “Grunt,  man,  grunt” 
Delgado  (III)  are  the  team's  de- 


Photos  by  Nina  Smolyar,  II,  Photo  Editor 


relatively  young,  butevery  player 
will  be  back  next  year  to  form  a 
stronger  and  more  experienced 
team.  This  year  the  team  also  has 
a  new  coach,  Susan  “On  the  line, 
or  lunges  if  you  prefer”  Young, 
who  has  played  Yale  volleyball 
and  has  coached  several  club 
teams,  including  the  Nevada  jun¬ 
iors.  The  team  is  led  by  captain 
Katie  “I  forgot  my  socks”  Malone 
(II),  who  is  an  excellent  overall 
player,  and  sophomore  sensa¬ 
tions  Jani  “the  flying  broomstick” 


fensive  as  well  as  service  spe¬ 
cialists,  and  the  setters,  the  “quar- 
terbacks”  of  volleyball,  are 
Vivian  “No  more  bouncing  balls” 
Lam  (II)  and  Nancy  “the  walk¬ 
ing  roll  of  tape”  Kiu  (II).  Al¬ 
though  the  team's  record  of  2-7  is 
not  great,  there  is  still  the  rest  of 
the  season  to  go.  This  is  a  young 
team  with  a  lot  of  talent,  but  as 
Coach  Y oung  says,  “it  only  needs 
to  be  harnessed.”  We  wish  them 
the  best  of  luck  on  the  rest  of  the 
season. 


Building  On  Youth 


Sports 

Spotlight 


By  Keith  McCulley,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Joe  Murray  has 
been  playing  golf  since 
he  was  thirteen  years  old, 
and  has  played  for  BLS 
since  his  sophomore 
year.  His  improvement 
over  this  time  helped  him 
be  named  co-captain  of 
the  golf  team. 

Joe,  a  Hyde 
Park  native,  has  been 
playing  at  the  George 
Wright  Golf  Course, 
BLS’s  home  course, 
since  he  began  playing 
the  sport.  However,  his 
best  score,  a  37,  came  at 


My  teammates 
rely  on  me  to 
play  to  a  higher 
level. 


Wayland  last  year.  This 
year,  he  has  been 
named  to  the  Dual 
County  League  All- 
Stars. 

Being  a  cap¬ 
tain  has  increased  his 
and  the  team’s  expec¬ 
tations.  “My  team¬ 
mates  rel  y  on  me  to  play 
at  a  higher  level,”  says 
Joe.  “My  favorite  thing 
about  the  Golf  team  is 
the  camaraderie  be¬ 
tween  fellow  seniors 
Mike  Britto,  John 
Lynch,  co-captain 
Leon  Martin  and  my¬ 
self.”  Joe  adds,  “The 
worst  memory  I  have 
was  when  Britto  shot  a 
61  at  Bedford  last  sea¬ 
son.” 

On  his  future, 
Joe  comments,  “I  don ’t 
think  I  would  be  good 
enough  to  play  for  a 
college  team,  but  I’ll 
continue  to  play  in  my 
spare  time.” 
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Barry,  Steve 

Quarterback 

Soph. 

66 

Freeley,  Matt 

Guard 

Senior 

14 

Grant,  Josh 

Halfback 

Senior 

67 

McLaughlin,  Dave 

Guard 

Soph. 

15 

Flynn,  Neil 

Halfback 

Junior 
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Costa,  Kevin 

Tackle 

Senior 

18 

Lima,  Adrian  * 

Halfback 

Senior 
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Carroll,  Mike 

Tackle 

Senior 

19 

Roc,  Hayden 

Quaterback 

Soph. 
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Ryan,  Dan 

Tackle 

Senior 

20 

Henao,  Luis 

Halfback 

Junior 
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Shiggs,  Nick 

Tackle 
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21 

McDonough,  James 

Halfback 
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23 

Roma,  Chris 
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Halfback 

Senior 
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McCabe,  Mike 

End 

Junior 
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Eugene,  Robert 

End 
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Halfback 
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End 
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35 

Gil,  Pedro 

Fullback 
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End 
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45 
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Junior 

*  Co-Captains 

50 

Burke,  Steve 

Center 

Soph. 

51 

Marinelli,  Dom 

Center 

Junior 

Staff 

53 

Mullin,  Chris 

Center 

Senior 

Head  Coach 

Paul  Costello 

54 

Mills,  Chris 

Center 

Soph. 

Assistant  Coach 

John  McDonough 

60 

Martin,  Eric 

Guard 

Senior 

Assistant  Coach 

Brian  Fennell 

61 

Cataldo,  Tony 

Guard 

Senior 

Manager 

Brendan  Sullivan 

64 

McClarcnce,  Gyasi 

Guard 

Senior 
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Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  I 
Editor-in-Chief 


As  I  sit  in  front  of  the  computer 
in  the  MacLab  willing  the  electricity  to 
stay  on  long  enough  for  me  to  finish 
typing  this  editor’s  note,  I  come  to  truly 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  words  “se¬ 
nior  stress.” 

For  the  past  month,  my  fellow 
senior  editors  and  I  have  tried  to  balance 
piles  of  homework,  SATs,  college  appli¬ 


cations,  interviews,  and  still  find  time  to 
write  and  edit  articles.  Sleep  has  only 
been  a  secondary  issue  -  occasionally  we 
try  to  fit  in  a  few  hours  a  night  Most 
nights  we  find  ourselves  in  the  MacLab 
well  after  dark  and  we  wonder  if  we  will 
ever  see  daylight  before  we  go  to  college. 

In  between  all  the  shuffle  of  ac¬ 
tivities,  we  seem  to  have  almost  lost  sight 
of  what  we  are  working  for.  While  most 
of  us  are  awaiting  a  thick  envelope  in 
April,  we  also  need  to  take  a  moment  now 


to  realize  all  that  we  have  done.  Senior 
year  is  not  only  a  preparation  for  college, 
but  also  a  final  good-bye  to  high  school 
and  our  last  chance  to  make  a  positive 
contribution  to  Boston  Latin  School. 

As  we  finish  up  this  issue  of  the 
Argo,  we  are  hoping  that  all  goes  well  at 
the  printer  and  that  you  will  have  this 
issue  in  your  hands  before  vacation.  Happy 
New  Year! 


To  Reach  the  Argo: 

To  send  a  Letter  to  the  Editor 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Mr.  Flynn  in  the  Main  Office 

To  place  an  ad: 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103  or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  103 
To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 
see  John  Kosmidis  in  130  or  Yu  Heng  Ruan  in  123 
To  report  a  news  or  features  story  see: 

Maria  Dubrowski  in  103  or  Valerie  Towe  in  136 
To  otherwise  join  the  Argo: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Edwina  Tom  in  124 


Meetings  for  the  3rd 
Issue  of  the  Argo  will 
take  place  in  026  after 
school  during  the 
first  week  in  January. 
Please  see  daily  bul¬ 
letin  for  individual 
department  schedule. 
All  students  are  wel¬ 
come. 
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Student 

Council 

By  Melissa  McClinton,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

It’s  often  been  joked  about, 
ridiculed,  and  disregarded  as  a  club 
that  doesn’t  get  anything  accom¬ 
plished.  But  this  year  the  Student  Coun¬ 
cil,  under  the  leadership  of  very  dedi¬ 
cated  individuals,  is  about  to  com¬ 
pletely  change  all  of  that.  Our  goals 
this  year  are  attempting  to  both  im¬ 
prove  the  overall  atmosphere  of  the 
school,  awarding  individuals  that  ex¬ 
emplify  the  Latin  spirit,  and  address¬ 
ing  the  pressing  needs  of  the  student 
body. 

One  of  the  first  things  that 
we  plan  on  doing  is  honoring  both 
students  and  teachers  who  show  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  school  by  creating  the 
Student  and  Teacher  of  the  Month 
program.  This  display  would  include 
both  a  picture  and  bio  of  outstanding 
members  of  both  the  faculty  and  stu¬ 
dent  body.  Look  for  this  new  feature 
around  early  January. 

Continuing  in  our  quest  for 
rewarding  those  that  make  tremen¬ 
dous  contributions  to  Latin  School, 
we  are  also  offering  new  awards  for 
underclassmen.  We  will  be  looking 
for  those  that  at  this  early  point  in  their 
academic  career  already  make  the  time 
to  participate  in  the  various  clubs  and 
activities  that  the  school  offers. 

The  council  will  soon  be 
raising  money  for  the  $500  scholar¬ 
ship  that  it  founded  last  year.  This 
money  goes  to  a  senior  who  shows 
academic  improvement  as  well  as 
school  spirit  by  being  involved  with 
variousclubsandactiviues.This  schol¬ 
arship  is  unique  in  that  it  is  the  only 
one  that  is  raised  by  members  of  the 
student  body  to  contribute  to  one  of 
their  peers. 

The  Student  Council  also  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  there  are  outstanding 
members  of  the  faculty  who  make  our 
years  at  Latin  School  memorable  and 
make  learning  exciting.  That  is  why 
this  year  we  are  starting  the  first  ever 
Latin  Teacher’s  award,  which  we  can 
hopefully  offer  to  at  least  three  teach¬ 
ers. 

We  certainly  haven’t  forgot¬ 
ten  about  the  bathrooms  or  the  lunch 
food,  two  common  criticisms  of  our 
school.  We  have  a  committee  that  is 
working  tirelessly  on  these  subjects.  It 
is  attempting  to  devise  methods  by 
which  we  can  raise  the  responsibility 
people  feel  for  the  cleanliness  of  the 
school.  We  will  also  be  talking  to 
those  in  charge  of  the  lunch  services  to 
see  if  we  can  come  up  with  a  compro¬ 
mise. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or 
comments  please  contact  President 
Melissa  McClinton  in  120  or  Vice 
President  Chana  Ewing  in  226,  or  drop 
your  ideas  into  our  suggestion  box  in 
the  main  office. 
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Quoting  the  Quota 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  I 
News  Editor 


As  you  probably  already  know, 
the  racial  quota  system  as  a  policy  for 
entrance  examination  and  acceptance  to 
Latin  School  has  joined  the  chapters  of 
BLS  history.  Yes,  racial  quotas  are  no 
more,  but  that  it  not  to  say  that  set-asides 
are  completely  gone.  What  the  Boston 
Public  School  Committee  was  dealing 
with  was  quota  reform,  not  quota  elimina¬ 
tion.  After  many  many  months  of  delib¬ 
eration,  the  committee  finally  decided  to 
change  the  exam  school  entrance  policies. 

Up  until  the  beginning  of  the  '96- 
'97  school  year,  the  committee  was  work¬ 
ing  in  private  to  solve  the  reform  problem. 
Wrapped  up  in  a  potential  lawsuit,  they 
accomplished  very  little  during  that  time. 
Finally,  however,  the  committee  mem¬ 
bers  did  something  brilliant:  they  decided 
to  actually  try  their  luck  at  the  schools 
themselves.  So  they  stepped  down  from 
their  office  at  Court  Street  and  came  to 
address  the  students. 

Here  at  Latin  School,  a  group  of 
juniors  and  seniors  met  with  committee 
officials  to  offer  their  perspective  on  the 
quota  system.  As  usua},  opinions  were 


divided,  and  the  next  day  they  were  fur¬ 
ther  divided  when  students  from  all  three 
exam  schools  (Boston  Latin  School,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  Academy,  and  the  John  D. 
O’ Bryant)  were  invited  to  Court  Street. 
An  hour-long  discussion  with  committee 
members  produced  some  interesting  re¬ 
sults. 

Many  new  ideas  for  set-asides 

Everyone  expressed  a  vested 
interest  in  maintaining 
some  degree  of  "fairness"  in 
exam  school  entrance 
policies 

were  proposed,  since  everyone  expressed 
a  vested  interest  in  maintaining  some  de¬ 
gree  of  “fairness”  in  exam  school  en¬ 
trance  policies.  Among  the  solutions  for 
the  quota  reform  were  several  new  sys¬ 
tems: 

•a  lottery  system,  in  which  stu¬ 
dents  would  be  randomly  accepted  from 
the  applicant  pool; 

•an  equally  balanced  racial  quota, 
for  which  the  incoming  class  would  be 
composed  of  an  equal  number  of  students 
from  each  of  four  racial/ethnic  divisions; 


•a  public  school/private  school 
set-aside  to  balance  the  socio-economic 
demographics  of  the  schools,  in  which  a 
percentage  of  seats  would  be  reserved  for 
public  school  students  only.  These  stu¬ 
dents  would  have  to  have  been  in  the 
public  school  system  for  a  set  number  of 
years  before  taking  the  entrance  test; 

•  a  completely  revised  applica¬ 
tion  process  in  which  students  would  un¬ 
dergo  a  series  of  interviews  and  tests 
designed  to  see  if  students  would  be  able 
to  meet  the  demands  of  an  academically 
as  well  as  emotionally  challenging  school . 
These  new  proposed  tests  would  be  de¬ 
signed  by  students  and  faculty  as  a  more 
practical  alternative  to  the  SSAT/ISEE’s; 

•  a  completely  merit-based  en¬ 
trance  requirement  similar  to  that  which  is 
now  in  place:  good  academic  performance 
in  middle  school  as  well  as  high  scores  on 
entranceexams.Theentranceexams,  how¬ 
ever,  will  most  likely  be  revised.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Contompasis,  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  is  currently  considering  switching 
back  to  an  achievement  test  in  place  of  the 
IQ  tests  which  they  instituted  a  number  of 
years  ago. 

Of  all  these  proposals,  the  final 
is  the  possibility  most  likely  to  be  insti¬ 


tuted  for  future  applicants.  The  School 
Committee  has  hosted  a  series  of  public 
hearings  on  the  matter,  but  they  have  yet 
to  decide  upon  a  system  of  selection  for 
next  year’s  incoming  class.  At  the  mo- 

What  the  Boston  Public 
School  Committee  was 
dealing  with  was  quota 
reform,  not  quota 
elimination 

ment,  things  are  undecided  for  sixth  grad¬ 
ers  hoping  to  attend  any  of  the  exam 
schools  next  year.  They  may  very  well  be 
selected  strictly  on  the  basis  of  their  merit. 

Hopefully  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee  will  reach  a  decision  soon,  so  as  not  to 
delay  the  notification  process.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  can  be  sure  that  drastic  changes 
are  in  the  air  for  our  own  dear  (soon-to-be 
alma  mater!)  Latin  School. 

Next  issue,  we  hope  to  hear  from 
some  of  the  students  at  Latin  Academy 
and  the  O’Bryant  with  whom  we  have 
touched  base.  They  should  let  us  know 
what’s  going  on  with  our  exam  school 
counterparts. 


Declaiming  through  the  Eyes 

of  History 


By  Ronald  Rauseo-Ricupero,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


One  of  the  most  time-honored 
’  traditions  here  at  the  Boston  Latin  School 
is  that  of  Public  Declamation,  and  there  is 
a  good  reason  why  this  oratorical  contest 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  years. 
The  purpose  of  having  the  contest  is  not  to 
give  you  an  extra  two  periods  in  which 
you  can  finish  up  your  math  homework  or 
write  notes  to  your  friends  while  pretend¬ 
ing  to  be  listening;  on  the  contrary,  dec¬ 
lamation  is  performed  so  that  the  declaim¬ 
ed  can  express  to  you,  the  audience,  some¬ 
thing  they  feel  strongly  about,  or  recite  a 
poem  they  think  that  you  will  enjoy,  or  tell 
a  story.  Now,  I’m  sure  that  if  you  are 
paying  any  attention  at  all,  you  can’t  help 
but  notice  that  any  passage  out  of  a  book 
can  come  alive  when  it  is  declaimed  with 
emotion,  and  that  the  words  spoken  by  the 
performer  leave  a  lasting  impression.  That 
is  why  there  is  declamation:  to  bring  words 
to  life. 

OnTuesday,Novembcr2,at6:(X) 
p.m.,  the  students  who  performed  in  the 
First  Public  Declamation  participated  in  a 
public  reading  at  the  Copley  Library.  The 
reading  was  performed  in  the  Abbey  Room 
of  the  library,  and  the  program  consisted 
of  the  declaiming  of  various  diaries,  jour¬ 
nals,  and  firsthand  accounts  of  people 
who  lived  during  the  times  when  America 
was  in  the  process  of  becom  ing  the  great 
nation  that  it  is  today.  These  passages 


from  the  new  book  Witnessing  America 
give  readers  a  true-to-life  look  at  history 
through  the  eyes  of  those  who  experi¬ 
enced  it.  “It’s  the  personal  side  of  history- 
the  dramatic  and  colorful  moments  in  the 
lives  of  ordinary  people-that  make  it  come 
alive,”  notes  Noel  Rae,  the  editor  and 
compiler  of  the  new  book.  The  reading 
ranged  from  the  voyage  of  the  Mayflower 
to  the  Revolutionary  War  to  an  eyewit¬ 
ness  testimony  to  the  horrors  of  slavery. 
Hearing  an  excerpt  read  aloud  by  the 

. . .  declaiming  of  the  works  of 
various  diaries,  journals,  and 
firsthand  accounts  of  people  who 
lived  during  the  times  when 
America  was  in  the  process  of 
becoming  the  great  nation 

dcclaimers  made  the  experience  all  the 
more  vivid. 

The  night  was  an  enjoyable  one; 
it  seemed  to  take  one  back  in  time  and 
show  one  the  events  clearly,  which  never 
could  have  been  done  without  the  out¬ 
standing  work  of  the  performers:  Ursula 
Liff,  Maria  Dubrowski,  Gabrielle 
Flcurinor,  Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  Paul 
McFarland,  Nancy  Poon,  Melissa 
McClinton,  Julia  Ramey,  Jong  Tommee, 
and  Ronaldo  Rauseo-Ricupero.  Finally,  a 
special  thanks  goes  out  to  Mr.  Salterio  for 
his  diligence  and  effort,  for  without  him, 
none  of  this  would  have  been  possible. 


National  AIDS  Day 


Some  dedicated  students  from  various  Latin  School  organizations  hard  at 
work  making  red  ribbons  to  raise  AIDS  Awareness. 

City  Year  Serve-a-thon 


Some  buff  young  Latin  School  lads  raking  up  leaves  in  the  Souhwest 
Corridor  as  the  Key  Club  volunteered  at  this  year's  City  Year  Serve-a-Thon. 
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The  BLS  House  of  Representatives 


By  Joyce  Imahiyerobo-Agho,  I 
Staff  Writer 


In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Argo, 
centered  on  the  bottom  half  of  the  front 
page,  surrounded  by  the  Inside  this  Issue, 
was  a  picture  of  the  constitutional  officers 
of  the  Class  of  1997.  By  now  their  faces, 
if  not  their  names,  are  probably  familiar  to 
you.  But  we  all  know  that  four  people 
cannot  effectively  manage  the  student  go  v- 
emment.  It’s  almost  impossible  for  the 
President,  Vice-president,  Treasurer,  and 
Secretary  to  make  themselves  available  to 
each  of  the  325  students  in  the  Senior 
Class.  So  that’s  why  we  have  ...  THE 
CLASS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Class  Committee  consists 
of  twelve  individuals,  elected  by  their 
peers,  who  act  as  the  conduit  through 
which  325  voices  are  heard.  I  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  some  of  their  meet¬ 
ings,  and  I  must  admit  that  I  was  pleased 
with  what  I  saw.  The  Class  Committee 
members  are  very  down  to  earth  people 
with  one  purpose — to  ensure  that  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  student  body  are  taken  into 
consideration  when  important  issues  are 
being  decided  upon.  They  are  the  poll¬ 
conducting,  due-collecting,  date-remind¬ 
ing,  rule-enforcing,  information  transmit¬ 
ters  of  the  Senior  Class. 

Presently,  the  primary  focus  of 
their  meetings  entails  raising  sufficient 
funds  to  cover  major  senior  expenses.  In 
case  you  haven’t  heard — there  is  a  seri¬ 
ous  lack  of  pec  unia  in  the  senior  account. 
Some  of  the  fund-raisers  proposed  in¬ 
clude  :  The  Annual  Senior  Chocolate  Sale, 
the  Star  Market  Share  Program,  and  of 


By  Darek  Barcikowski,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


The  idea  to  organize  an  event 
celebrating  the  many  cultures  which  make 
up  the  diversity  of  our  school  was  bom 
last  year.  Because  this  event,  known  as 
the  “Multicultural  Fair,”  had  to  be  orga¬ 
nized  from  scratch  and  in  a  very  short 
period  of  time,  it  did  not  gain  sufficient 
popularity  and  support  to  make  it  a  suc¬ 
cess.  This  year,  however,  the  organization 
process  began  two  months  ago  with  new 
ideas  and  lots  of  enthusiasm. 

The  purpose  of  such  an  event, 
known  this  year  as  the  “International 
Showcase,”  is  to  celebrate  the  different 
cultures  represented  here  at  Boston  Latin 
School.  Although  there  are  many  cultural 
events  throughout  the  year,  such  as  Asian 
Night,  they  each  celebrate  a  single  cul¬ 
ture.  The  International  Showcase,  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  this  March,  will  bring 
all  the  cultures  together  in  one  big  cel¬ 
ebration.  It  will  be  an  evening  of  music, 
dance,  food,  and  exhibits.  Guests  will  be 
able  to  travel  the  whole  world  in  just  three 
hours  without  leaving  Boston  Latin 
School. 

Let  me  share  with  you  some  de¬ 


course,  the  notorious  Theme  Days. 

Well,  enough  of  the  formal  in¬ 
troduction.  I  asked  each  member  of  the 
Class  Committee  five  “getting  to  know 
you”  questions.  Here’s  what  they  said. 

In  your  opinion,  what  is  the  purpose  of 
a  Class  Committee?  What  role  does 
the  Commit 
concerning 
the  Senior 
Class? 

"A  Class 
Committee 
representa¬ 
tive  serves 
as  a  link  be¬ 
tween  the 
student 
body  and 
the  consti¬ 
tutional  of¬ 
ficers.  The 
Class  Com¬ 
mittee  ensures  that  the  students  are  aware 
of  any  important  information.  As  the  voice 
of  the  Senior  Class,  the  Class  Committee 
represents  the  class  when  decisions  are 
being  made." 

-  Regine  Joseph,  hr.  130 

"  The  purpose  of  Class  Commit¬ 
tee  is  to  act  as  the  'Congress'  of  the  Senior 
Class.  Each  of  us  is  responsible  for  ap¬ 
proximately  thirty  people.  We  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  listening  to  their  ideas  and  opin¬ 
ions,  giving  their  feedback  to  the  other 
officers,  and  informing  them  about  the 
decisions  that  are  made  during  each  meet¬ 
ing.” 
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-  Kristen  Olsen,  hm.  134 
“I  think  that  Class  Committee  members 
represent  the  class.  We  are  able  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Class  Officers  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  Seniors.  Concerning 
class  issues,  we  help  the  officers  make 
decisions  by  giving  input  that  is  reflective 
reflective  of  the  class.” 

hr.  102 
What 
other  ac¬ 
tivities 
have  you 
partici¬ 
pated  in? 
Which 
activity 
do  you 
find  most 
fulfilling 
and 
worth¬ 
while? 
Why? 


“Some  of  the  activities  that  I  participate  in 
include:  basketball,  football,  Fashion/Tal¬ 
ent  and  the  Hispanic  Cultural  Society. 
The  activity  that  I  find  most  meaningful  is 
football  because  it  teaches  discipline,  self- 
respect,  and  pride  in  team  effort” 

-  Robert  Eugene,  hr.  103 

“I  am  a  member  of  the  National 
Honor  Society,  BLS  String  &  Chamber 
Ensembles,  Key  Club,  and  Argo  co-art 
editor.  My  most  important  activity  is 
Class  Committee,  of  course!" 

-  Alyssa  Tang,  hr.  136 

“I  have  participated  in  a  number  of  athlet¬ 


It's  a  Small  World 


ics  including  Varsity  Golf.Tennis.andJV 
Baseball.  I  am  a  member  of  the  History 
Club,  NHS ,  and  the  Irish  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety.  The  Golf  team  has  been  most  enjoy¬ 
able  and  relaxing.” 

-Leon  Martin,  hr.  132 

If  you  could  choose  one  Senior  issue  to 
focus  on  this  year,  which  would  it  be  ? 
"I  don’t  want  to  focus  on  one  issue.  I  hope 
that  the  Class  Committee  can  accomplish 
all  that  our  class  would  like  us  to.” 

-  Lauren  Kelly,  hr.131 

"I  think  the  Committee  needs  to  focus  on 
helping  every  Senior  cross  the  stage  to 
receive  a  diploma  in  June.” 

-  Annemarie  Rowan,  hr.  135 
"At  this  point,  I’m  really  worried  about 
the  financial  situation  of  our  class.  I  hope 
that  the  Class  Committee,  with  the  help  of 
our  classmates,  can  rectify  this  problem.” 

-  Regine  Joseph,  hr.  130 

What  legacy  would  you  like  the  Senior 
Class  to  leave  behind? 

“I  hope  that  our  class  graduates  as  a 
unified  class  that  has  made  great  memo¬ 
ries.”  -  Linda  Bardzilowski,  hr.  101 
“I  feel  it  would  be  wonderful  if  our  class 
could  not  leave  behind  a  legacy ;  rather,  I 
hope  that  we  can  become  closer  knit  and 
less  competitive  than  we  are  right  now.” 

-  Sarah  Follen,  hr.  104 

“I  would  like  the  class  of  ‘97  to  leave 
behind  the  legacy  as  a  class  who  was  able 
to  overcome  its  many  differences  and 
make  its  last  year  the  most  fulfilling  and 
enjoyable  this  school  has  ever  seen.” 

-  Katie  McDermott,  hr.  137 


tails  that  have  been  already  decided  on. 
The  show  will  take  place  on  a  Friday 
evening  in  the  auditorium  and  cafeteria. 
According  to  our  tentative  schedule,  the 
evening  will  begin  with  a  fair  in  the  caf¬ 
eteria,  which  will  include  many  cultural 
exhibits  on  traditional  costumes,  art,  and 
other  interesting  items.  The  guests  will 
also  be  able  to  enjoy  different  foods  from 

The  International 
Showcase... will  bring  all  the 
cultures  together  in  one  big 
celebration. 

around  the  world.  The  second  part  of  the 
Showcase  will  consist  of  a  spectacular 
show  in  the  auditorium.  Scheduled  to  be¬ 
gin  with  a  Parade  of  Nations,  the  show 
will  be  a  combination  of  ethnic  dances, 
performances,  and  music.  Most  of  the 
profit  from  the  event  will  be  used  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  annual  scholarship,  and  a  fraction 
of  the  profits  will  be  donated  to  charity. 

But  the  celebration  of  diversity 
in  our  school  might  turn  out  to  be  bigger 
than  you  think!  An  idea  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  to  organize  a  whole  International 
Week.  The  week-long  celebration  would 


be  a  line-up  of  educational  and  entertain¬ 
ing  events.  An  International  Week  could 
mean  doing  some  cultural  activities  in 
language  class  instead  of  grammar  les¬ 
sons,  hosting  a  guest  speaker,  or  choosing 
lunch  from  an  international  menu  for  one 
day.  The  possibili¬ 
ties  are  endless.  The 
idea  behind  a  week- 
long  celebration  is  to 
create  an  interna¬ 
tional  atmosphere 
here  at  our  school 
and  to  get  students 
in  the  mood  for  the 
International  Show¬ 
case,  which  would 
conclude  the  festivi¬ 
ties.  It  would  be  a 
perfect  way  for  all  to 
become  more  aware 
of  the  many  cultures 
which  are  represented  in  our  student  body. 
Shouldn’t  such  an  event  become  a  tradi¬ 
tion  at  a  school  as  diverse  as  ours?  The 
idea  for  International  Week  is  being  re¬ 
viewed  for  implementation. 

In  organizing  the  International 
Showcase,  or  maybe  even  a  whole  week 
of  events,  we  need  everyone  to  get  in¬ 


volved.  We  need  the  help  and  support  of 
the  members  of  lower  classes  in  order  for 
this  event  to  become  a  success  and  an 
annual  tradition  here  at  Boston  Latin 
School.  The  schedule  for  the  show  in  the 
auditorium  is  expected  to  be  extremely 
tight,  so  we  ask  all 
interested  students  to 
sign  up  for  their 
dance,  song,  or  other 
performances  as 
soon  as  possible.  We 
especially  ask  that  all 
presidents,  officers, 
and  members  of  dif¬ 
ferent  cultural  clubs 
get  involved  by  per- 
f orm  i  ng  on  s  tage  and 
setting  up  an  exhibit 
There  is  much  work 
to  be  done  and  time 
is  running  out.  If  you 
are  interested  in  helping  or  ha  ve  any  ques¬ 
tions,  please  see  any  of  the  following 
directors  as  soon  as  possible:  Maria 
Dubrowski  in  103,  Joyce  Agho  or  Darek 
Barcikowski  in  101.  Together  we  can 
make  this  a  spectacular  event 
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Get  a  Glimpse  of  Mr.  Glynn 


By  Tina  Gao,  III 


You  know  you  ’  ve  seen  hi  m ,  and 
of  course  you’ve  heard  of  him,  but  for  all 
those  of  you  who’re  not  familiar  with  Mr. 
Glynn,  this  is  your  chance!  Mr.  Glynn, 
age  24,  is  one  of  the  youngest  and  most 
gifted  teachers  at  BLS  today,  with  a  sweet 
and  lighthearted  sense  of  humor.  A  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Georgetown  University,  he  ma¬ 
jored  in  English  and  Biology,  two  subject 
matters  which  interest  and  intrigue  him  to 
a  considerable  level.  When  he  graduated 
from  Georgetown,  he  became  interested 
in  becoming  a  teacher,  for  he  felt  a  great 
regard  and  curiosity,  as  well  as  enthusi¬ 
asm,  towards  students.  He  began  teaching 
at  BLS  in  the  year  1995,  for  he  heard  of 

this  teaching  position  through  the  school 


system  earlier  in  that  same  year.  His  im¬ 
pression  of  BLS  before  he  became  a 
teacher  here  was  to  that  there  would  be 
high-achieving  students  with  ambitions 
who  were  eager  to  leam,  who  give  BLS 
such  a  prestigious  reputation.  The  things 
he  enjoys  most  about  teaching  are  the 
individual  respect  and  support  that  the 
students  show  one  another,  and  also  the 
gratified  feeling  he  receives  from  enhanc¬ 
ing  in  his  students’  knowledge  of  the 
subject  matter  taught.  He  believes  the 
prime  keys  to  a  student’s  academic  suc¬ 
cess  are  self-discipline,  patience,  and 
ambition,  for  without  these  focused  quali¬ 
ties,  a  student’s  academic  success  is  apt  to 
subside.  He  feels  his  strongest  areas  of 
teach  i  ng  are  that  he  encourages  work  ethic, 
shows  personal  interest  towards  his  stu¬ 
dents,  and  is  portrayal  of  fair  to  all  his 
students.  He  enjoys  challenging  the  stu¬ 
dents  by  sharing  a  wide  variety  of  anec¬ 
dotes  about  the  subject.  As  a  teacher,  his 
priority  and  goal  is  to  force  his  students  to 
achieve  the  best  of  their  capability,  and  he 
encourages  them  to  work  up  to  the  best  of 
their  potential.  Being  one  of  the  few 
younger  teachers  at  BLS  today,  he  per¬ 
ceives  himself  as  part  of  the  team  among 
the  broad  teaching  staff  for  he  feels  com¬ 
fortable  with  their  kindness  &  generosity, 
and  has  learned  a  wide  variety  of  things  | 
from  older  and  more  experienced  teach¬ 
ers,  who  inspire  him  each  new  day  to  great 
lengths.  “Each  day  is  a  fulfilling  experi¬ 


ence,”  he  says  eamesdy.  Before  becom¬ 
ing  a  teacher  at  BLS,  he  taught  Biology  at 
South  Boston  High  in  1994.  Besides  teach¬ 
ing  during  school  hours,  he  is  also  the 
assistant  coach  for  the  Freshman  football 
team. 

Let  me  fill  you  in  on  some  of  Mr. 
Glynn’s  status  beyond  the  teaching 
grounds,  for  I  know  you’re  all  ardently 
wondering.  A  native  of  the  town  of 
Stoughton,  he  lives  there  with  his  family. 
During  the  summertime,  he  enjoys  going 
down  to  the  Cape  with  his  family  to  visit 
their  summer  home  located  in  Falmouth. 
He  enjoys  golf  and  baseball,  as  well  as 
exercising,  reading,  and  has  a  great  fasci¬ 
nation  with  boating.  He  describes  himself 
as  highly  curious,  and  enjoys  exploring  in 
the  sense  of  hiking,  camping,  and  travel¬ 
ing  in  the  US  and  abroad.  When  asked  if 
he  has  a  role  model  or  inspiration  in  his 
life  whom  he  admires  and  looks  up  to,  he 
unhesitatingly  says  that  his  parents  have 
always  been  dedicated  and  enthusiastic 
role  models  who  were  always  strict,  yet 
fun.  He  admires  people  who  recognize  a 
talent  of  their  own,  and  develop  it  to  the 
fullest  potential.  “To  do  that  takes  a  keen 
eye  and  much  work,”  he  says.  In  the 
future,  he  aspires  to  remain  in  the  aca¬ 
demic  field.  Being  the  oldest  of  four 
children,  he  sets  quite  an  influential  ideal 
and  role  model  for  his  prosperous  sib¬ 
lings. 


Mrs.  Montes 
to  the  Rescue 


By  Regine  Joseph,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Meet  the  New  Librarians 


By  Marguerite  Foley,  III 
Staff  Writer 

With  the  change  in 
our  schedules  still  pretty  new 
to  us,  some  of  use  realize  that 
we  have  even  more  free  time 
during  school  hours  than  ever 
before.  This  probably  means 
thatduring  our  studies  we  are 
doing  our  last-minute  study¬ 
ing  or  trying  desperately  to 
Finish  an  English  assignment 
due  next  period,  or  maybe  it 
means  we  are  spending  more 
time  using  the  resources  in  our  school 
library. 

For  those  who  frequent  the  li¬ 
brary,  you  probably  already  know  this: 
the  two  new  librarians,  Ms.  Howkinson, 
and  Mrs.  Moniz,  along  with  paraprofes- 
sional,  Mr.  Ramos.  What  you  may  not 
know  is  what  they  hope  and  expect  to  do 
for  our  library.  We  all  know  about  the 
accreditation  team  visiting  our  school  last 
spring  -  we  all  needed  to  be  on  our  best 
behavior.  But  the  problems  that  the  ac¬ 
creditation  team  found  weren’t  so  much 
with  the  students  or  the  curriculum,  but 
the  library. 

The  library  rooms  can  only  hold 
forty  students,  and  every  period  every 
chair  and  computer  is  occupied.  There  are 


two  library  helpers  each  period,  and  there 
are  eighty  to  one  hundred  students  who 
help  out  in  total.  As  you  know  if  you’ve 
ever  tried  to  find  anything  in  the  library’s 
fiction  section  this  section  is  very  limited. 
Ms.  McManus  (remember  her?  The  old 
librarian?)  did  a  wonderful  job  increasing 
our  reference  and  non-fiction  sections  and 
keeping  our  magazine  subscriptions  up  to 
date,  along  with  getting  our  computers  set 
up.  This  year  Ms.  Howkinson  and  Mrs. 
Moniz  are  concentrating  on  the  fiction 
and  leisure  reading  sections.  Since  last 
year’s  accreditation  our  library’s  budget 
has  been  greatly  increased,  and  the  city  is 
finally  funding  all  of  the  Boston  Public 
School  libraries. 

Although  providing  books  that 


support  the  curriculum  is  one 
of  the  top  priorities,  providing 
research  information  is  an¬ 
other.  The  librarians  are  work¬ 
ing  with  the  city  to  get  eight 
brand  new  computers,  with 
Internet  access.  Hopefully  in 
or  around  January.  The 
proposal’s  in,  now  we  just 
have  to  keep  our  finger’s 
crossed.  Along  with  the  new 
computers  an  automated  card 
catalogue  is  on  this  year’s  wish 
list.  This  could  make  our  li¬ 
brary  a  lot  more  user  friendly. 

The  librarians  are  also  putting 
our  satellite  dish  to  good  use.  Just  last 
month  two  French  classes  spoke  with 
students  from  Brussels.  Since  when  do  we 
have  a  satellite  dish,  or  is  that  just  news  to 
me?  The  librarians  would  like  to  use  the 
satellite  dish  to  pull  in  educational  pro¬ 
gramming  more  often.  Another  thing  we 
will  hopefully  be  seeing  roaming  our  halls 
is  a  teaching  station  on  wheels  with  CD- 
ROM,  a  VCR,  a  large  monitor,  and  a 
printer.  Ideally  each  classroom  would  have 
it’s  own  station,  but  until  then  one  will 
have  to  do. 

As  the  new  librarians  find  their 
way  into  the  BLS  family  they  do  make 
one  suggestion  -  come  in,  look  around, 
introduce  yourself,  and  pick  up  a  book. 


A  phrase  to  describe  Ms.  Montes 
-  the  oldest  new  teacher  at  BLS.  By  now 
Ms.  Montes  is  no  stranger  to  the  Boston 
Latin  School.  In  the  last  ten  months,  she 
has  familiarized  herself  with  the  incessant 
“No  bus  for  the  swim  team”  announce¬ 
ments,  the  cardboard  pizzas  and  the  pa¬ 
rade  of  hunchbacked  sixies  that  inundate 
the  hallways.  This  versatile  individual 
teaches  not  one  but  two  science  courses  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  In  January,  she  acted 
as  a  long-term  substitute  for  Dr.  Walsh’s 
Chemistry  II  and  for  Mr.  Fernandez’s 
Physics  I  classes. 

Within  a  matter  of  months  -  or 
weeks,  I  should  say  -  Ms.  Montes  began 
to  involve  herself  in  afterschool  activities. 
She  volunteered  her  expertise  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Boston  Latin  School  Science  Fair  as 
well  as  the  Hispanic  Cultural  Society. 
This  year,  Ms.  Montes  has  returned  as  a 
full-time  master  of  twoChemistrylclasses 
and  a  Physics  I  class.  When  Ms.  Ivaska 
took  sick  leave  three  weeks  ago  -  once 
again  -  Ms.  Montes  came  to  the  rescue. 
As  a  student  in  the  Chemistry  AP  class,  I 
must  say  that  Ms.  Montes  is  a  very  effec¬ 
tive  teacher,  willing  to  tutor  students  after 
school  on  any  material  that  was  unclear  to 
them  in  class. 

Originally  from  Cuba,  Ms.  Mon¬ 
tes  was  raised  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
one  of  whom  is  currently  a  student  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  She  attended  Mount 
AI  vemia  High  School  in  Newton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  where  she  was  notorious  for  her 
abilities  as  a  power  forward  in  the  Girls 
Varsity  Basketball  team.  That  was  not  her 
only  asset.  She  graduated  as  the  Valedic¬ 
torian  of  Mount  Alvemia  and  matricu¬ 
lated  to  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology.  At  MIT,  she  earned  a  degree  in 
aeronautical  and  astronautical  engineer¬ 
ing. 

Before  coming  to  BLS,  Ms. 
Montes  taught  at  the  Gavin  Elementary 
School  for  a  year,  and  the  Joseph  P. 
Timilty  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Whilesubsti- 
tuting  for  Dr.  Walsh,  she  completed  her 
Master’s  in  EducaUon.  In  her  spare  ume, 
Ms.  Monies  enjoys  the  company  of  her 
four-year-old  son  Alexander.  I  asked  Ms. 
Montes  what  it  is  that  has  made  her  suc¬ 
cessful  and  she  smiled  and  answered: 
“I’m  hardworking.” 
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Forum 
Question 

Do  you  think  California's 
Proposition  215,  legalizing 
marijuana  for  medicinal 
purposes,  should  have  been 
passed? 

“Yes.  In  fact,  I 
think  that 
marijuana 
should  not  be 
made  legal  just 
for  medical 
purposes  but 
should  be  legal 
altogether.  If  cigarettes  are  legal,  then 
pot  should  be  legal  too.  Marijuana  is 
cool.” 

-Charles  Sweeney,  I 


“Yes  it  should, 
because  there’s 
no  real  reason  for 
it  not  to  be  legal 
for  use  as 
medicine  since 
it’s  less  addictive 
than  most 
painkillers  out  on  the  market  and  nearly 
as  effective.” 

-Dam can  Vlasak,  II 


“Yes,  if  someone 
needs  marijuana 
to  get  better,  than 
what’s  the 
problem?” 
-Natalie 
Lambert,  III 


“No.  I  think  it’s 
an  excuse  for  the 
President  to 
make  money  off 
of  illegal  drugs.” 
-Kedesha 
Malcolm,  IV 


“Not  really.  I 
think  if  it’s 
passed  it  will  be 
easier  to  get  on 
the  streets.” 
-Chidi  Akara,  V 


“No,  because  to 
me  it’s  unhealthy 
and  smells  bad.” 
-Cynthia 
Kebreau,  VI 


ME 


By  Matt  O’Malley,  I 
Collating  Editor 

High  school  seniors  should  be 
required  to  take  the  GED  for  the  simple 
fact  that  we  should  be  able  to  pass  it.  In 
Europe,  students  have  to  pass  a  similar 
test,  the  Baccalaureate.  This  test,  while 
not  a  measure  of  one ’s  intelligence,  merely 
makes  sure  that  the  graduating  student  has 
acquired  an  adequate  amount  of  knowl¬ 
edge  in  order  to  survive  in  society. 

In  an  era  when  the  staggering 
percent  of  graduating  high  school  seniors 
who  cannot  read  reaches  close  to  2 1  %;  we 
need  to  ensure  that  we  are  giving  diplo¬ 
mas  to  candidates  who  are  worthy  of 
receiving  them. 

Obviously  at  Latin  School,  we 

[The  GED],  while  not  a 
measure  of  one's  intelli¬ 
gence,  merely  makes  sure 
that  the  graduating  student 
has  acquired  an  adequate 
amount  of  knowledge  in 
order  to  survive  in  society. 


haveasignificantadvantage;  we  are, quite 
simply,  the  best  and  the  brightest  students 
of  the  city,  we  will  have  no  problem  in 
passing  the  GED.  But  what  of  the  students 
in  other  area  high  schools  who  cannot 
pass  the  test?  Clearly,  they  should  not 
receive  their  diplomas  due  to  lack  of  un¬ 
derstanding  even  the  most  simple  con¬ 
cepts.  They  are  not  prepared  for  the  real 
world .  They  need  to  achieve  a  higher  level 
of  intellect.  Then  they  will  be  ready  to 
enter  the  world  as  high  school  graduates. 

Perhaps  the  best  argument  made 
for  the  other  side  might  be  that  seniors 
should  not  be  subjected  to  another  test. 
However,  if  we  take  into  consideration 
the  lax  ideas  and  style  that  the  education 
system  has  taken,  the  argument  becomes 
vague.  It  is  high  time  that  we  start  educat¬ 
ing  pupils  with  substantial  education.  By 
making  the  GED  a  mandatory  require¬ 
ment,  we  would  only  be  enforcing  a  fresh 
commitment  to  education  and  we  would 
foster  a  new  dedication  to  the  learning. 


I  can  think  of  few  things  that  I  look 
forward  to  less  than  taking  a  seven 
hour  test  to  make  sure  that. ..I  have 
at  least  the  equivalent  of  a  high 
school  diploma. 


By  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  I 
Copy  Editor 

Let  me  begin  by  stating  openly 
that  I  have  a  personal  stake  in  the  recent 
GED  debate:  I  can  think  of  few  things  that 
I  look  forward  to  less  than  taking  a  seven 
hour  test  to  make  sure  that,  after  six  years 
at  Boston  Latin,  I  have  at  least  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  a  high  school  education.  This  does 
not  mean  that  I  don’t  understand  the  mo¬ 
tives  behind  the  school  board’s  decision. 
I  can’t  disagree  with  John  Silber’s  basic 
point:  something  is  wrong  when  the  re¬ 
sults  of  last  year’s  Massachusetts  Educa¬ 
tional  Assessment  Program  (MEAP)  sug¬ 
gest  that  40%  of  tenth  graders  would  be  in 
danger  of  failing  to  meet  the  requirements 
to  graduate.  However,  I  believe  that  the 
problem  with  his 
reasoning  is  the 
same  problem 
that  lies  behind 
many  attempts  at 
educational  re¬ 
form:  too  many 

glib  answers  and  _ 

dazzling  special  effects  and  not  enough 
recognition  of  the  complexity  of  the  situ¬ 
ation. 

I  have  no  problem  with  some 
sort  of  measurement  to  make  sure  that 
graduates  have  worked  for  their  diploma, 
and  I  agree  that  there  have  to  be  definite 
standards  that  students  have  to  meet.  But 
I  don’t  understand  exactly  what  the  GED 
is  measuring.  Before  we  can  make  any 
reforms  or  set  any  standards,  we  have  to 
decide  what  we  want  our  school  system  to 
accomplish.  The  GED  is  designed  to  test 
whether  people  who  have  not  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  attend  high  school  have 
knowledge  equivalent  to  that  of  a  high 
school  graduate.  It  is  meant  to  test  for  the 
minimum;  one  would  assume  that  a  per¬ 
son  who  had  the  entire  experience  of  high 
school  would  have  more  than  minimum 
knowledge.  The  problem  is,  we  don’t 
know  how  much  more  than  minimum 
knowledge  graduates  should  have;  we 
never  clearly  defined  the  goals  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  high  schools.  Does  the  school 
board  want  to  send  the  message  that  the 
only  thing  students  have  to  take  away 
from  their  high  school  experience  is  a 
minimum  knowledge  of  facts  which  can 
be  easily  tested  with  a  standardized  exam? 
If  so,  the  question  raised  by  one  Boston 
high  school  senior  is  legitimate:  “Why 
even  bother  going  through  school  for  12 
years,  when  I  could  have  dropped  out  in 
eighth  grade  and  gotten  my  GED?”  This 
question  may  sound  lazy;  we  would  all 
like  to  think  that  high  school  offers  more 
than  the  knowledge  tested  by  a  GED.  B  ut 
this  kind  of  “lazy”  thinking  would  have  to 
become  the  norm  if  the  GED  requirement 
were  put  into  place.  After  all,  the  school 
board  seems  to  be  saying  that  their  expec¬ 
tations  of  high  school  students  are  no 
higher  or  lower  than  their  expectations  of 
drop-outs  who  pass  the  GED.  Why  should 
students  aim  higher?  The  school  board 
says  they  are  not  expected  to.  Why  should 
teachers  do  anything  but  teach  for  the 


GED?  Whatever  hopes  they  may  have  for 
their  students,  the  school  system  only 
wants  the  students  to  learn  the  bare  mini¬ 
mum;  why  bother  with  any  more?  The 
idea  of  learning  for  the  sake  of  learning  is 
a  worthy  one,  but  it’s  an  idea  that  has  to  be 
taught.  When  the  school  system  that 
should  be  teaching  its  students  to  value 
learning  expects  a  minimum  of  effort, 
what  is  there  to  push  students  to  excel?  A 
few  may  have  families  that  teach  them  to 
value  learning;  some  may  simply  be  in¬ 
spired  by  a  subject.  However,  for  the 
majority  of  the  students,  the  message  will 
be  clear:  all  you  are  expected  to  get  out  of 
the  next  twelve  years  of  your  life  is  the 
equivalent  of  a  high  school  education,  not 
an  actual  education. 

This  whole  discussion  may  seem 
fairly  point¬ 
less  when 
40%  of  the 
students 
would  not 
even  meet  the 
bare  mini- 

_  mum,  never 

mind  a  higher  standard.  However,  requir¬ 
ing  a  standardized  test  and  taking  away 
diplomas  from  those  who  cannot  pass  it  is 
nothing  but  cheap  theatrics.  Of  course  it 
will  be  very  dramatic  when  the  local  me¬ 
dia  runs  stories  in  J une  on  the  despondent 
seniors  who  will  not  receive  a  diploma 
alongside  soundbites  from  a  triumphant 
and  sanctimonious  John  Silber,  but  will 
anything  have  been  accomplished?  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  are  people  who 
are  simply  not  interested  in  learning,  what¬ 
ever  standardized  tests  are  there  to  prod 
them  on.  Still,  it’s  hard  for  me  to  believe 
that  40%  of  Massachusetts  students  are 
simply  stubborn  and  lazy.  There  has  to  be 
an  inherent  flaw  in  a  school  system  that 
presents  that  many  students  who  fail  to 
meet  the  minimum  standards.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  inherent  flaws  do  not  lend  them¬ 
selves  easily  to  quick,  dramatic  solutions. 
It  may  seem  so  much  easier  to  fix  the 
problem  when  the  students  reach  the  end 
of  thcircducation,  but  common  sense  tells 
us  that  something  must  have  happened  in 
the  beginning  of  their  education  which 
made  them  into  the  students  that  they  are. 

Denying  diplomas  is  not  a  solu¬ 
tion,  nor  is  pessimistically  declaring  that 
the  school  system  is  broken  beyond  re¬ 
pair.  The  beginning  of  a  true  solution 
would  be  defining  goals  for  students  at  the 
end  of  their  time  in  the  school  system, 
then  actively  working  towards  those  goals 
beginning  in  elementary  school.  These 
goals  do  not  have  to  be  minimum  require¬ 
ments.  My  mother,  who  teaches  elemen¬ 
tary  science,  often  tells  her  students,  “I 
could  design  a  test  so  that  you  would  all 
get  a  100%,  or  I  could  design  a  test  so  that 
you  would  all  fail.  The  number  grade  on 
your  paper  is  meaningless.”  The  solution 
to  the  school  system’s  problems  does  not 
lie  in  another  lest.  Tests  can  be  manipu¬ 
lated  so  that  students  seem  to  do  as  well  as 
the  testers  want  them  to  do.  The  solution 
lies  in  deciding  what  we  are  testing  for 
and  what  we  value. 
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Everyone,  even  if  you’re  a  sixie  or  a  B- 
sie,  has  heard  of  Annie  Tomasini.  When  I  first 
asked  her  if  she  would  mind  my  writing  a  sports 
spotlight  on  her,  she  wasn’t  too  thrilled  about  the 
idea.  After  some  persuasion,  she  came  around.  She 
is  not  the  kind  of  athlete  who  is  cocky,  and  you 
would  never  hear  her  brag.  But  if  anyone  deserves 
recognition,  it’s  Annie. 

In  the  world  of  sports,  she  is  respected, 
admired,  and  appreciated  by  all.  As  a  member  of 
the  Varsity  basketball  team  since  she  was  a  sixie, 
she  has  worked  her  way  to  the  top  of  the  best.  After 
an  accident  on  the  court  during  the  eighth  grade, 
Annie  was  left  with  a  severe  back  injury.  Missing 
a  whole  season  didn’t  prevent  Annie  from  return¬ 
ing  the  next  year.  She  proved  that  she  wouldn’t  let 
her  past  injury  get  in  her  way;  as  a  freshman  she 
was  named  Dual  County  League  MVP.  She  was 
team  MVP  in  her  8th,  9th,  and  10th  grades,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Dual  County  League  All 
Stars  since  seventh  grade.  On  the  court  she  is 
aggressive  and  determined,  and  it  shows.  She  is  a 
team  player  who  does  whatever  she  can  to  benefit 
the  team.  Annie  has  also  participated  in  the  Bay 
State  Games  for  three  years  and  AAU  since  sixth 
grade.  “One  of  the  things  I  love  about  playing  at 
school  is  how  all  the  girls  are  so  close  and  have  so 
much  fun  playing  together  and  it’s  the  best  part 
about  playing  on  the  team,”  says  Annie.  Last  year, 
as  a  sophomore,  Annie  scored  her  1000  point  at 
Boston  Latin.  She  achieved  that  accomplishment 
even  after  missing  an  entire  season. 

Annie  has  also  been  a  varsity  swimmer 
since  the  seventh  grade,  and  her  athletic  talent 
doesn’t  stop  there.  In  this  year’s  Powder  Puff 
Game,  she  was  quarterback  of  the  “Junior  Repre¬ 
sent.”  Unfortunately,  Annie’s  skill  alone  couldn’t 
pull  our  weight,  and  the  “junior  mafia”  lost,  but 
they  put  up  a  good  fight!  She  also  keeps  busy  with 
Writing  AP,  US  History  Honors,  and  English 
Honors.  During  the  summer  Annie  traveled  to 
Tennessee,  Florid.",  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  Washington,  D.C.  for  the  AAU  Nationals. 

Not  only  is  she  an  incredible  athlete  and 
student,  but  she’s  also  an  incredible  person.  She  is 
full  of  spirit  and  is  caring  to  all  her  friends.  She 
leaves  a  lasting  impression  with  everyone  she 
meets  along  the  way.  I  know  that  not  only  in  her 
last  two  seasons  at  Latin,  but  also  in  the  future,  we 
will  be  hearing  a  lot  more  about  the  Wolfpack’s 
superstar.  If  you  have  been  lucky  enough  to  have 
met  her.  I’m  sure  you  understand  why  I’m  glad  I 
can  call  her  a  friend. 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  December  1996 


Wolfpack  Crushes  Bulldogs 


By  Kevin  Tarpey,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


On  Thanksgiving,  November  28th,  the  Boston 
Latin  Wolfpack  met  the  Boston  English  Bull  dogs  for  the 
110th  time,  in  the  country’s  oldest  continuous  high 
school  football  rivalry.  The  Wolfpack,  which  led  the 
series  61-35-13,  had  dominated  the  Bulldogs  since  1 967, 
winning  29  of  the  last  30  meetings.  In  that  period,  it 
seems  the  tradition  of  Latin  beating  English  has  replaced 
the  tradition  of  the  game  itself. 

According  to  popular  opinion,  however,  this 


Holmes  added  another  touchdown.  On  a  crucial  fourth 
down,  Holmes  rushed  35  yards  for  the  score  and  contin¬ 
ued  his  scoring  by  punching  it  in  for  two  more. 

On  the  following  drive,  English  marched  deep 
into  Latin  territory  with  a  series  of  sweeps.  However  the 
Bulldog  momentum  was  stopped,  when  a  1 3-yard  run  by 
English  quarterback  John  Rice  was  called  back  on  a 
holding  penalty.  On  thenextplay,  Defensive-End  Shakur 
Abdal-Khallaq  intercepted  a  pass  by  Rice;  one  of  his 
many  big  plays  on  defense  that  earned  him  BLS  Defen¬ 
sive  Player  of  the  Latin-English  game.  This  destroyed 
any  chance  of  an  English  score  in  the  first  half. 


year  English  would  change 
all  that.  Even  staunch  Latin 
fans  and  students  (myself 
included)  doubted  the 
Wolfpack’s  chances.  And 
why  not?  Boston  English 
had  cruised  to  a  7-4  record, 
landing  them  a  berth  in  the 
Division  5B  Super  Bowl; 
while  Latin  stumbled  to  a 
1-9  mark.  As  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  approached,  it  seemed 
nobody  believed  Latin 
would  win. 

Nobody  that  is, 
except  the  Latin  team  it¬ 
self.  On  the  morning  of 
November  28th,  at  the  snow 
laden  Nickerson  Field,  this 
group  of  believers  man¬ 


Photos  by  Jesse  Barnes,  II 


handled  the  Boston  English  Bulldogs  in  a  31-6  victory. 
Don’t  be  fooled,  however,  the  Wolfpack  didn’t  win  on 
their  determination  alone,  they  won  because  they  were 
the  better  football  team. 

The  Wolfpack  dominated  right  from  the  start. 
The  Wolfpack’s  front  six,  consisting  of  seniors,  Left 
Tackle  Mike  Carroll,  Left  Guard  Gyassi  McClarence 
and  Right  Guard  Tony  Cataldo,  juniors  Right  Tackle 
Nick  Shiggs  and  Tight  End  Shakur  Abdal-Khallaq,  and 
sophomore  Center  Chris  Mills,  dominated  English’s 
defensive  front  all  day.  On  their  second  possession,  after 
several  rushes  from  Hallam  Holmes,  quarterback  Steve 
Barry  connected  with  Adrian  Lima,  who  scrambled  for 
43  yards  to  the  English  4.  On  the  ensuing  play,  Holmes 
rushed  for  the  touchdown,  one  of  his  three  touchdowns 
on  the  day.  Carl  Rateau,  senior  fullback,  scampered  for 
the  two-point  conversion  giving  Latin  a  8-0  lead. 

Latin  scored  again  in  the  second  quarter,  as 


The  Bulldogs  received  the  kick  to  start  the  half, 
however  they  failed  to  move  the  ball  so  they  had  to  punt 
Robert  Eugene  fumbled  the  punt  and  English  recovered 
on  the  Latin  41.  Behind  the  running  of  senior  Rushon 
Scott  and  Rice,  English  marched  to  the  Latin  1.  Rice 
capped  off  the  drive  by  scoring  on  a  QB  Keeper.  The 
two-point  try  failed,  though,  as  tackle  Nicholas  Shiggs 
stopped  Scott,  maintaining  Latin’s  16-6  lead. 

On  the  next  drive,  Holmes  assured  a  Latin 
victory  when  he  scored  his  third  touchdown  with  a  13 
yard  run  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Rateau  scored  his  second 
two-point  conversion,  increasing  the  Wolfpack  lead  to 
24-6. 

With  time  running  down.  Coach  Costello  put  in 
the  second  team.  Senior  back  John  Dunbaugh  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  as  he  dashed  for  25-yard 
score.  Instead  of  opting  for  the  deuce.  Holmes  came  in 
for  the  PAT.  The  Wolfpack  crowd  erupted  as  Holmes 


split  the  uprights.  The  game 
ended  when  senior  tackle  Dan 
Ryan  recovered  a  Rice  fumble. 

Congratulations  to 
this  year’s  Wolfpack  seniors: 
Mike  Carroll,  Anthony  Cataldo, 
Kevin  Costa,  John  Dunbaugh, 
Robert  Eugene,  Jeff  Fimstein, 
Matt  Freely ,  Josh  Grant,  Hallam 
Holmes,  Adrian  Lima,  Chris 
Mullin.Gyasi  McClarence,  Jim 
Me  Dono  ugh ,  Eric  Martin ,  J  ulio 
Olivia,  Carl  Rateau  and  Dan 
Ryan. 

Hey,  they  might  not 
have  won  most  of  their  games, 
but  they  won  the  big  one.  And 
that’s  all  that  counts. 


Boston  Lattn  School  ARGO,  December  1996 


We  Got  the  Spirit! 


By  Jane  Long,  III  & 
Alyssa  Toland,  III 
Staff  Writers 


Despite  the  fact  that  there  was  a  30 
minute  snow  delay  and  no  Football  Band,  the 
annual  BLS  Pep  Rally  proved  to  be  a  success,  as 
usual.  As  the  gym  filled  with  eager  students 
donned  in  purple  and  white,  the  excitement  of 
the  next  day’s  historic  rivalry  could  be  felt  by 
everyone  involved.  The  event  was  kicked  off  by 
the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem  by  Pep 
Squad  member  Janice  Edwards,  who  performed 
the  song  beautifully.  It  was  followed  by  the 
inspirational  speeches  of  Senior  Class  President 
S  idd  V ivek  and  Athletic  Director/Head  Football 
Coach  Mr.  Costello,  who  then  introduced  the 
fall  sports  teams  including  soccer,  girls’  volley¬ 
ball,  girls’  swimming  and  diving,  crew,  golf. 
Freshmen  and  J.V.  football, and  finally  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  1996  varsity  football  team.  Senior 
captains  Hallam  Holmes  and  Adrian  Lima 
pumped  up  the  crowd  even  more  with  their 
persistent  question  of  “What  are  we  gonna 
do?!?”  The  crowd  enthusiastically  replied, 
‘’Bomb  the  blue!!!” 

After  the  crowd  settled  down  a  little  bit 
the  Pep  Squad  made  their  grand  entrance.  Led  by 
captains  Trasee  Claiborne  and  Regine  Joseph, 
they  kept  everyone  cheering  and  screaming  with 
what  could  have  been 
their  best  performance 
ever.  They  clapped 
and  stomped  in  per¬ 
fect  unison,  revving 
up  the  entire  student 
body  and  members  of 
theprestigiousalumni. 

Next  the 
cheerleaders  grabbed 
the  attention  of  the 
crowd  with  their  amaz¬ 
ing  flips  and  cart¬ 
wheels  across  the 
court.  With  the  help  of 
“The  Wolf”  Bob 
Lundbohm  and  cap¬ 
tains  Kelly  Brent  and 
Katie  McDermott,  the 
cheerleaders  dazzled 
the  packed  gymna¬ 


sium  with  their  perilous  stunts  and  eagerness  to 
win. 

To  end  the  rally,  the  starting  offense  of 
the  football  team  demonstrated  one  of  their  of¬ 
fensive  plays  which  they  would  use  the  next  day 
against  English.  After  the  crowd  poured  out  on 
to  the  floor  to  join  the  cheerleaders  in  a  dance,  the 
gym  finally  cleared  out  with  the  sense  of  school 


...the  gym  finally  cleared  out  with 
the  sense  of  school  pride  and 
spirit  that  has  always  been  a 
common  trait  in  Latin  School 
students. 


pride  and  spirit  that  has  always  been  a  common 
trait  in  Latin  School  students. 

The  spirit  of  the  Pep  Rally  continued  on 
into  the  next  day  as  the  Wolfpack  downed  the 
English  Bulldogs  31-6,  to  make  it  the  fifteenth 
consecutive  victory  in  the  1 10-year-old  rivalry. 
Everyone  in  the  stadium  could  see  that  Latin 
pride  would  not  be  outdone  by  English  when 
nine  students  painted  “GO  WOLFPACK”  across 
their  bare  chests  in  frigid  temperatures. 

Latin  Football  Rules!!! 


Sports  Spotlight 


By  Anthony  Cataldo,  I 
Sports  Editor 


Hallam  Holmes  and  Adrian  Lima  are  co-captains  of  this 
year’s  Wolfpack  Varsity  football  team.  Hallam,  the  team’s  start¬ 
ing  Halfback/Linebacker,  is  from  the  South  End,  and  Adrian,  the 
starting  Split-End/Comerback,  is  from  JP.  Both  have  wrestled  - 
Adrian  since  the  seventh  grade  and  Hallam  since  the  tenth  grade. 
Hallam  ran  track  for  two  years.  Adrian  has  played  outfield  for  the 
Wolfpack  baseball  team  since  the  ninth  grade. 

Hallam  got  a  chance  to  play  in  the  Latin-English  game 
last  year,  in  which  he  had  an  interception  that  he  returned  to  the 
Bulldog’s  seven,  and  a  touchdown  on  the  ensuing  drive.  His 
performance  in  the  English  game  this  year,  however,  eclipsed  by 
far  his  performance  of  a  year  ago.  Hal  lam  was  the  workhorse  of  the 
offense,  on  Thanksgiving,  rushing  for  1 80  yards  with  three  touch¬ 
downs,  a  two  point-conversion,  and  an  extra-point  kick.  Adrian 
was  injured  and  unable  to  play  in  last  year’s  Thanksgiving  Classic 
but  he  got  into  the  action  quickly  this  year  with  a43-yard  reception 
on  a  hitch  in  the  first  quarter.  This  reception  was  the  spark  that 
ignited  the  offense  and  it  set  up  Hallam’s  first  TD.  Adrian  also 
made  some  key  defensive  plays,  including  a  batted  pass.  In 
addition  he  looks  upon  his  first  catch  of  the  year,  a  35-yard  TD,  as 
a  favorite  moment.  Hallam  ranks  his  5  TD  effort  against  Stoughton 
on  JV  two  years  ago  among  his  favorites. 

Ironically,  his  big  reception  in  the  Latin-English  game  is 
also  one  Adrian’s  worst  memories  because  it  was  almost  a 
touchdown.”I  still  think  about  getting  caught  on  the  five," Adrian 
told  me  and  jokingly  added,“but  I  wanted  to  let  Hallam  score  the 
touchdown  to  give  him  a  shot  at  the  league  lead.”  Hallam’s  worst 
memory  was  playing  on  a  wet  Daisy  field  last  year,  in  conditions 
that  made  it  hard  to  get  good  fooling  and  hold  on  to  the  ball. 
Another  of  his  worst  memories  was  when  Rob  Eugene  got  nailed 
by  Acton’s  fullback,  because  he  really  felt  Rob’s  pain.  He  also 
recalled  the  infamous  ex-JV  football  coach  Daryll  Ramsey  grab¬ 
bing  his  face  mask  when  he  got  mad  at  him.  Hearing  Hallam 
mention  Ramsey  reminded  Adrian  of  the  time  when  Ramsey 
threw  the  ball  at  him  on  the  first  day  of  practice. 

When  I  asked  the  two  about  the  funniest  plays  they’ve 
ever  seen,  they  could  think  of  plenty.  Adrian  told  me  about  a  play 
from  a  JV  game  when  Lincoln-Sudbury  ran  a  sweep.  Hallam,  Carl 
Rateau  and  Richard  Matra  all  moved  into  position  for  the  tackle 
but  tripped  over  each  other,  earning  them  the  nickname  ‘The 
Three  Stooges.”  The  funniest  play  Hallam  ever  saw  was  when 
Chris  Mills  dove  fora  perfectly  punted  ball  that  was  laying  on  the 
1  yard  line,  almost  knocking  it  into  the  end  zone. 

Hallam  looks  up  to  J  ulie  Krone,  a  female  jockey,  because 
of  her  perseverance  through  a  serious  injury.  Adrian  doesn’t  look 
up  to  any  particular  athlete,  but  admires  many  for  their  athletic 
talent.  Adrian  would  like  to  walk  on  and  play  baseball,  his  favorite 
sport,  in  college,  while  Hallam  hopes  to  pursue  football  in  college. 

With  all  the  adversity  that  the  football  team  has  gone 
through  this  year,  our  co-captains  have  always  kept  the  team 
focused  on  next  week  instead  of  last  week  and  have  led  the  team 
by  example,  giving  their  all  on  every  play,  in  practice  and  in 
games.  Without  their  leadership  holding  the  team  together,  we 
would  have  been  lost  and  we  are  thankful  that  they  led  us  through 
all  the  losses  to  wins  in  two  out  of  our  last  three  games. 

My  interview  with  my  teammates  couldn’t  have  been 
complete  without  asking  them  if  they  had  any  shots  to  call  out. 
Hallam  would  like  to  call  out  a  shot  to  his  wife  Kimberly  and  both 
he  and  Adrian  want  to  call  out  a  shot  to  all  their  boys  in  NHS.  (PTA 
is  whack.) 


Boston  Latin  School '  ARGO,  December  1996 

Legalize  It! 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  I 
Forum  Editor 


There  is  no  doubt  in  anyone’s 
mind  that  the  problem  of  drugs  in  this 
country  is  very  serious.  Each  year,  hun¬ 
dreds  die,  especially  in  the  inner-city, 
because  of  overdoses,  drug-related  vio¬ 
lence,  or  simply  because  the  batch  of 
drugs  they  took  was  bad.  And  each  year 
many  people  say  that  the  only  way  to 
prevent  this  is  to  put  more  cops  out  on  the 
street  in  an  effort  to  scare 
dealers  away.  But  this 
solution  has  proven 
costly  and  ineffective. 

There  is  only  one  real 
way  to  reduce  drug-re¬ 
lated  deaths  and  crime 
altogether  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  that  is  to  legalize 
drugs. 

First,  if  drugs 
were  legalized,  crime, 
especially  gang  violence, 
would  drop  dramatically. 

The  majority  of  the  terri¬ 
torial  wars  that  gangs 
engage  in  is  based  on  the 
areas  in  which  they  want  to  sell  drugs. 
These  Fights  and  the  retaliations  for  these 
fights  result  in  hundreds  of  deaths  each 
year,  including  innocent  passers-by.  A 
parallel  can  be  struck  here  with  the  Prohi¬ 
bition  era.  When  a  Constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  was  passed  banning  the  sale  of  alco¬ 
hol,  organized  crime  took  root  and  cor¬ 
ruption  among  police  was  rampant.  When 
the  amendment  was  repealed,  the  crime 
wave  dropped.  The  same  would  happen 
with  gang  violence  if  drugs  were  legal¬ 
ized.  In  addition,  the  crimes  that  are  com¬ 
mitted  by  people  who  need  money  for 


their  habits  would  dramatically  drop.  The 
reason  is  that  government  regulated  drugs 
would  be  nowhere  near  the  price  of  black 
market  drugs  because  there  would  be  no 
middle  men  and  the  threat  of  prosecution 
for  those  who  shipped  drugs  would  no 
longer  exist. 

Second,  if  drugs  were  legalized, 
overdoses  would  drastically  drop.  A  ma¬ 
jority  of  overdoses  are  caused  not  by 
actually  overdosing,  but  by  taking  a  bad 
batch  of  drugs.  Right  now,  there  is  no  one 


to  check  to  see  if  the  drugs  are  real  and  not 
somehow  tainted  with  cheaper  and  dead¬ 
lier  materials.  If  drugs  were  legal,  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  would  have 
that  job.  In  addition,  if  the  amount  avail¬ 
able  to  one  person  at  one  time  were  lim¬ 
ited,  like  a  prescription,  the  number  of 
true  overdoses  would  drop.  This  limit 
would  not  push  people  back  to  the  black 
market  because  the  price  would  still  be  as 
expensive  there  as  it  is  now,  while  the 
limited  drugs  would  be  much  cheaper. 

The  only  problem  with  this  is 
that  no  politician  would  be  willing  to  take 


this  on.  Clinton’s  had  enough  trouble  with 
his  pot-smoking  past  to  even  think  about 
it.  And  most  politicians  would  be  scared 
because  of  the  lack  of  popular  appeal.  In 
addition,  there  is  something  to  be  said  for 
keeping  deadly  substances  illegal.  Many 
people  are  afraid  to  legalize  something 
that  can  kill  instantly,  even  though  some 
of  those  same  people  1  ike  to  keep  AK-4  7  ’  s 
legal  for  hunting. 

However,  no  one  seems  to  real¬ 
ize  that  marijuana  cannot  kill  you.  It  may 
provoke  a  psychological  ad¬ 
diction  among  some,  but,  un¬ 
like  cigarettes,  it  is  not  physi¬ 
cally  addictive  atall.  Ant  yet, 
marijuana  remains  illegal  and 
continues  to  kill  almost  no 
one,  while  cigarettes  remain 
legal  and  continue  to  kill  one 
person  every  four  seconds. 

There  is  only  one 
reason  I  can  think  of  for  this 
egregious  inconsistency. 
Cigarettes  areassociated  with 
big  campaign  contributions 
and  marijuana  is  associated 
with  hippies.  Bob  Dole  didn  ’t 
even  flinch  when  talking 
about  his  past  cigarette  ad¬ 
diction,  butClinton’sbrief  stint  with  mari¬ 
juana  in  the  60’s  makes  him  ridiculed  by 
all. 

I  believe  that  the  benefits  of  le¬ 
galizing  drugs  outweigh  the  potential  risks. 
Crime  will  go  down  all  across  the  country 
and  the  number  of  overdoses  will  drop. 
Even  if  all  drugs  are  not  legalized,  I  see  no 
reason  why  marijuana  can’t  be.  It  is  non- 
addictive  and  it  is  not  possible  to  overdose 
on.  Hopefully,  there  is  some  brave  politi¬ 
cian  out  there  who  is  willing  to  take  this 
on. 


Bad  Medicine 


By  Sarah  Carter,  II 
Forum  Editor 


Proposition  215,  the  Compas¬ 
sionate  Act  of  1996,  was  designed  to  give 
seriously  ill  people  access  to  marijuana,  a 
schedule  I  drug.  If  marijuana  helps  people 
who  are  suffering  from  illnesses  like  can¬ 
cer,  glaucoma  or  AIDS,  it  should  be  made 
available  to  ease  their  suffering.  Proposi¬ 
tion  2 1 5  is  not,  however  the  way  in  which 
this  should  be  handled.  The  wording  of 
the  Act  and  the  real  medicinal  use  of 
marijuana  are  subject  to  question.  Smok¬ 
ing  marijuana  has  never  been  proven  to 
help  people  who  suffer  from  any  illnesses, 
and  the  active  ingredient  in  marijuana  , 
THC,  has  been  legally  available  by  pre¬ 
scription  in  Mareinol,  an  FDA  approved 
drug. 

The  wording  of  the  Proposition 
itself  is  subject  to  interpretation,  “to  en¬ 
sure  that  seriously  ill  Californians  have 
the  right  to  obtain  and  to  use  marijuana  for 
medical  purposes  where  that  medical  pur¬ 
pose  is  deemed  appropriate  and  has  been 
recommended  by  a  physician  who  has 
determined  that  a  person’s  health  would 


benefit  from  the  use  of  marijuana  in  the 
treatment  of  cancer,  anorexia,  AIDS. ..or 
any  other  illness  for  which  marijuana 
provides  relief’  (emphasis  added)  (Prop. 
215,  Section  1.  Section  11362.5).  The 
problem  posed  in  this  excerpt  lies  in  the 
fact  that  marijuana  can  be  recommended 
for  any  illness  from  cancer  to  AIDS  to  a 
headache —  a  range  which  is  by  any  stan¬ 
dard  far  too  broad.  There  are  no  limits  on 
what  defines  an  illness  from  which  one 


may  be  suffering.  A  bill  of  this  nature 
needs  such  limits. 

Section  11358  of  the  bill  states 
that  a  patient  may  no^  be  punished  for 
possession  of  marijuana,  “upon  the  writ¬ 
ten  or  oral  recommendation  approval  of  a 
physician.”  The  dispensing  of  FDA  pre¬ 
scription  drugs  requires  a  doctor’s  or  a 
nurse’s  practitioner’s  signature  on  a  pre¬ 
scription  pad.  The  dispensing  of  mari¬ 
juana  does  not  require  such.  In  the  same 
vein  itis  not  FDA  approved,  which  means 
that  it  is  not  FDA  regulated.  There  are  no 
standards  that  must  be  upheld.  Also,  the 
marijuana  being  used  is  not  necessarily 
being  grown  in  controlled  safe  environ¬ 
ments.  That  is  potentially  dangerous. 

Were  marijuana  to  be  found  help¬ 
ful  in  curing  an  afflicted  person  or  in 
easing  one’s  pain,  it  should  be  dispensed 
by  prescription  through  the  FDA,  like  any 
other  medicine.  Proposition  2 1 5  does  not 
provide  for  this.  It  poses  more  questions 
than  answers  and  more  problems  than 
solutions. 


Prom 

Please! 


By  Sarah  Carter,  II 
Forum  Editor 


On  Novem  ber  8,  the  J  unior  class 
held  a  dance  to  raise  money  for  the  Junior 
prom.  School  property  was  damaged  and 
the  Junior  class  as  a  whole  is  being  pun¬ 
ished.  As  this  article  goes  on  to  print,  this 
punishment  seems  to  manifest  itself  as  no 
prom  for  the  class  of  1998.  “Seems”  be¬ 
cause  there  has  been  no  formal  announce¬ 
ment.  Everything  is  speculation.  The  dam¬ 
ages  consisted  of  vandalism:  three  broken 
tables,  a  broken  doorknob,  and  the  theft  of 
the  94.5  banner.  To  the  best  of  my  knowl¬ 
edge  the  school  was  reimbursed  for  these 
damages  (the  dance  made  an  unbeliev¬ 
able  4,100  plus  dollars),  and  the  banner 
was  returned. 

It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
someone  must  take  responsibility  for  what 
happened  on  November  8,  but  the  respon¬ 
sibility  should  not  be  thrust  undeservedly 
onto  the  Junior  class  as  a  whole.  A  more 
apt  punishment  would  perhaps  be  to  pun¬ 
ish  those  who  committed  the  misdeeds  of 
November  8.  But  they  are  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  remain  a  crowd.  Thus  the  class  and 
the  committee  who  had  no  means  to  en¬ 
force  rules  are  punished.  Those  who  should 
rightfully  be  punished  will  not  be  pun¬ 
ished  because  they  cannot  be  identified 
and  have  not  chosen  to  identify  them¬ 
selves. 

The  prom  is  something  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  whole  class.  But  it  is  a 
privilege,  not  a  right.  Should  the  misdeeds 
of  a  few  people,  most  of  whom  were  not 


It  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  someone  must  take 
responsibility  for  what 
happened... but  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  should  not 
be  thrust,  undeservedly, 
on  the  junior  class  as  a 
whole. 


juniors  (I  have  enough  faith  in  my  fellow 
classmates  to  say  such)  cause  this  privi¬ 
lege  to  be  revoked?  Speaking  only  for 
myself,  the  events  of  November  8  were 
regrettable.  They  should  not  have  hap¬ 
pened,  but  happen  they  did.  Someone 
must  take  responsibility.  The  responsibil¬ 
ity  falls  on  those  who  damaged  school 
property,  but  they  are  not  the  ones  who  are 
being  punished.  BLS  students  should  be 
and  are  capable  of  censuring  their  own 
actions.  On  November  8  apparently  a  few 
were  lacking  th  is  ability .  This  dance  should 
serve  as  a  warning  to  other  classes,  that  we 
as  students  must  self  police  and  exert 
authority  which  we  don’t  have.  The  class 
of  '98  as  a  whole  should  not  be  punished. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo,  December  1996 


Collective  Culpability  An  Eye  For  An  Eye 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  I 
Forum  Editor 


Kudos  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  for  once  again  displaying 
their  fairness,  decisiveness,  and 
dictatorial  status  to  the  entire  stu¬ 
dent  body.  It’s  time  someone 
took  charge  of  this  school,  over¬ 
run  with  miscreants  and  malcon¬ 
tents.  In  response  to  actions 
which  transpired  at  the  junior 
class  dance,  namely  the  breaking 
of  a  table  and  the  stealing  of  a 
banner,  the  administration  has 
deemed  that  the  junior  prom  shall 
no  longer  be.  To  them  I  say, 
good  for  you! 

I  feel  that  the  culpabil¬ 
ity  for  these  events  is  clear.  It’s 
not  the  fault  of  the  people  who 
actually  committed  these  acts. 
It’s  not  the  fault  of  the  teachers 
and  chaperones  who  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  supervising.  It’s  not 
even  the  fault  of  the  juniors  who 
ran  the  dance.  Nope,  the  entire 
junior  class  is  to  blame.  Every 
single  member  of  that  class 
should  have  attended  the  dance 
and  made  sure  nothing  bad  was 
going  on.  They  should  have 
posted  two  members  of  their  class 
(and  perhaps  armed  them  as  well) 
near  the  banner,  and  should  have 
taken  it  upon  themselves  to  re¬ 
move,  by  any  means  necessary, 
those  rude  and  ill-mannered  chil¬ 
dren  who  were  dancing  on  the 
tables. 

A  parallel  can  be  struck 
here  with  what  happened  to  the 
Class  of  1996  when  they  were  in 
the  ninth  grade.  At  a  Distin¬ 
guished  Speakers  assembly,  one 
member  of  the  class  spoke  out, 
and  the  entire  class  was  pun¬ 
ished.  That  class  had  been  to¬ 
gether  for  over  two  years.  They 
should  have  sensed,  should  have 
had  some  telepathic  premonition, 
that  this  classmate  of  theirs  was 
about  to  speak  out,  and  should 
have  grabbed  him  and  covered 
his  mouth  before  he  could  do  so. 
But  since  they  didn’t,  they  de¬ 
served  to  face  the  consequences. 

I  think  that  the  adminis¬ 
tration  has  stumbled  upon  some¬ 
thing  brilliant  here.  It’s  called 
“collective  culpability”  (hereaf¬ 
ter  referred  to  as  CC).  CC  is  the 
blaming  of  an  entire  group  for 
the  actions  of  one  member  of  that 
group.  Think  of  the  money  that 
CC  would  save  if  used  in  the 
everyday  world.  If  a  police  force 
had  proof  that  one  of  their  cops 
was  dirty,  they  wouldn’t  have  to 
waste  time  having  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  investigate  who  it  was,  they 


could  just  fire  the  entire  police 
force.  Corruption  would  be  non¬ 
existent  (as  would  the  police 
force,  I  suppose). 

Similarly,  if  a  doctor  in 
a  hospital  makes  a  mistake  or  in 
some  way  acts  inappropriately 
toward  a  patient,  the  entire  hos¬ 
pital  staff  should  be  fired.  See 
how  beautiful  CC  can  be?  We’ll 
no  longer  need  any  investiga¬ 
tions.  We  can  reform  our  courts 
to  decide  only  if  a  crime  was 
committed  and  where.  We’ll  no 
longer  need  to  know  specifically 
who,  because  we  can  just  blame 
everyone. 

With  regards  to  the  jun¬ 
ior  dance,  however,  I  don’t  think 
the  administration  went  far 
enough.  They  need  to  send  a 
stronger  message  to  the  student 
body.  Because  there  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  each  grade  in  attendance, 
we  should  all  be  punished.  Yes, 
we  as  students  in  a  school  of 
2400  are  responsible  for  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  each  and  every  one  of  us. 
Not  only  should  the  junior  prom 
be  canceled,  but,  according  to 
the  law  of  CC,  the  senior  prom, 
the  sophomore  semi,  and  all  the 
proms  and  semis  that  will  be  held 
in  the  future  by  students  who 
currently  attend  BLS,  must  be 
canceled  as  well. 

In  addition,  those  who 
attended  the  dance  but  do  not 
attend  BLS  should  be  tracked 
down.  We  should  contact  the 
headmasters  of  those  schools  to 
see  about  some  punishment  for 
them  and  their  classmates.  After 
all,  everyone  who  attended  that 
dance  shares  the  “collective  cul¬ 
pability”  of  anything  that  tran¬ 
spired  there. 

But  why  stop  there?  Are 
not  parents  responsible  for  the 
upbringing  of  their  children? 
Perhaps  all  BLS  parents  should 
be  fired  from  their  jobs.  Perhaps 
we  should  all  be  sent  to  foster 
homes  because  our  parents  are 
unfit  to  raise  us.  The  full  ramifi¬ 
cations  of  these  crimes  are  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

So  I  am  asking  the  ad¬ 
ministration  to  take  my  words  to 
heart  and  act  accordingly.  Weall 
know  how  fair  and  decent  you 
can  be.  Why  do  you  punish  only 
thejuniorclass?  Weasaschool, 
no,  we  as  a  society  are  to  blame 
for  the  egregious  actions  that 
occurred  at  that  last  dance.  The 
administration  mustseekoutand 
punish  all  offenders.  If  the  ad¬ 
ministration  delays,  people  might 
think  less  of  them ...  and  of  course 
all  their  co-workers  as  well. 


By  Andrea  Haney,  II 
Staff  Writer 

AN  EYE  FOR  AN  EYE  ... 
leaves  the  whole  world  blind. 
Okay,  I  said  it.  Now,  I  promise 
that  I  will  not  use  one  more 
single,  solitary  clichd  for  this 
entire  article.  In  case  you 
haven’t  caught  on  yet,  my 
rantings  for  this  edition  of  the 
Argo  are  about  the  death  pen¬ 
alty.  Anyone  who  has  ever  even 
glimpsed  at  any  article  I’ ve  ever 
written  before  can  probably 
guess  whether  I’m  for  or  against 
capital  punishment.  For  all  you 
sixies  and  b-sies  out  there,  I’ll 
spell  it  out  for  you-I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  murder.  That  said,  I 
would  like  to  promise  you  one 
more  thing-logic.  I  could  just 
tell  you  that  murder  is  cruel,  and 
that  should  be  enough  to  ap¬ 
pease  your  sensibilities,  but  in¬ 
stead  of  depending  on  your  in¬ 
herent  logic,  I’d  rather  exercise 
my  own  (no  offense,  of  course). 

Almost  across  the 
board,  cases  that  consider  the 
death  penalty  involve  murder. 
It  is  good  and  natural  that  we 
respond  with  such  strong  indig¬ 
nation  to  this  disrespect  to  hu¬ 
man  life.  It  is  completely  natu¬ 
ral  that  your  heart’s  reaction  is 
to  make  this  creature  pay.  To 
get  this  rubbish  out  of  society. 
This  animal  is  not  human!  But 
when  we  start  making  decisions 
about  a  person’s  fate  based  on 
our  hearts  instead  of  our  heads, 
that’s  when  the  trouble  begins. 

When  we  follow  our 
hearts,  we  allow  other  factors, 
such  as  race,  gender  and  socio¬ 
economics,  we  allow  ourselves 
be  overpowered  by  emotions  so 
'that  we  fail  to  look  at  the  facts. 
Sometimes  we  are  in  such  a 
crazed  pursuit  of  the  criminal 
that  we’re  willing  to  lynch  the 
first  person  we  see. 

In  1830,  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette  said,  “I  shall  ask 
for  the  abolition  of  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  death  until  I  have  the 
infallibility  of  human  judgment 
demonstrated  to  me.”  To  this 
day,  we  still  overlook  this  com¬ 
mon  sense.  Weld  has  recently 
been  advocating  the  revival  of 
capital  punishment  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  When  lieutenant  gov¬ 
ernor  Paul  Celluci  was  faced 
with  a  statistic  saying  that  one 
in  ten  criminal  convictions  is 
that  of  an  innocent  person,  he 


responded  with,  “That’s  a  risk 
I’m  willing  to  take.”  One  won¬ 
ders  if  he  would  still  be  willing 
to  take  that  risk  if,  say,  he  were 
the  tenth  innocent  person. 

Are  innocent  people 
actually  executed?  Yes,  but 
people  overlook  this  while  in 
blind  rage.  They  overlook  the 
fact  that  more  than  400  people 
sentenced  to  death  this  century 
were  later  proven  innocent.  Of 
these,  over  25  had  already  been 


put  to  death  when  the  truth  was 
uncovered. 

We  use  the  heinous 
crime  that  they  committed  as  an 
excuse  to  commit  anothercrime 
against  humanity.  Regardless 
of  what  the  Supreme  Court  says, 
the  scene  of  smoldering  flesh  or 
of  people  banging  their  heads 
against  pipes  to  put  themselves 
out  of  their  misery  IS  cruel  and 
IS  unusual.  Moreover,  while 
over  100  countries  have  laws  or 
provisions  against  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  anyone  under  the  age  of 


18,  we  execute  16  year  olds. 
Five  countries  are  known  to  have 
executed  juveniles  since  1990: 
Iran,  Pakistan,  Saudi  Arabia,  the 
USA  and  Yemen-the  majority 
of  these  took  place  in  the  USA. 

After  committing  mur¬ 
der,  the  government  likes  to  ap¬ 
pease  itself  by  saying  that  when 
we  kill  this  "animal,"  we  are 
deterring  other  people  from  mur¬ 
dering.  The  truth  is  that  deter¬ 
rence  is  just  something  thrown 


around  by  politicians-no  sig¬ 
nificant  number  of  real  experts 
in  the  field  of  criminology  or 
law  enforcement  actually  be¬ 
lieve  this.  In  a  1995  phone 
survey  of  386  randomly  chosen 
police  chiefs  and  county  sher¬ 
iffs  throughout  the  continental 
US,  when  asked  the  primary 
way  to  reduce  violent  crime, 
only  1%  chose  the  death  penalty 
as  one  of  their  five  choices.  Re¬ 
acting  to  the  poll,  former  New 


York  police  chief  Patrick  V. 
Murphy  wrote,  “Like  the 
emperor’s  new  clothes,  the 
flimsy  notion  that  the  death  pen¬ 
alty  is  an  effective  law  enforce¬ 
ment  tool  is  being  exposed  as 
mere  political  puffery."  Think 
about  it  When  someone  com¬ 
mits  a  murder,  it’s  usually  ei¬ 
ther  a  crime  of  passion,  or  thor¬ 
oughly  planned  out.  If  it’s  a 
crime  of  passion,  then  it’s  highly 
unlikely  that  the  murderer  will 
stop  to  ponder  the  consequences." 
If  they  have  planned  out  the 


crime,  they  don  ’  t  believe  they  ’ll 
get  caught  anyway. 

If  life  without  parole 
were  mandatory,  then  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  death  penalty  would 
drastically  drop.  We  cannot 
keep  advocating  the  practice  of 
something  so  ludicrous,  inhu¬ 
mane  and  barbaric.  Or  are  you 
willing  to  bear  the  name  of  mur¬ 
derer?  I’m  not. 


Are  innocent  people  actually  executed? 
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Sick  of  the  System  Just  Another  Evaluation 


By  Samuel  Graham-Felsen,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Some  of  my  friends  say 
that  I  am  obsessed  with  the  whole 
grades/class  rank  situation,  and 
maybe  I  am,  but  the  more  I  really 
think  about  it,  the  less  sense  it  all 
makes  to  me.  Being  a  tenth 
grader,  I  have  only  just  begun  to 
witness  the  madness  resulting 
from  this  operation.  Every  time  a 
test  or  assignment  is  given  back, 


at  a  Quik-e-Mart  when  I  grow 
up.”  After  reading  an  article  in 
the  “Learning”  section  of  The 
Boston  Sunday  Globe  on 
November  17,  titled  “The  old 
college  try,”  I  could  relax  a  little 
more.  The  article  told  how  high 
school  grades  and  big-name 
colleges  don’t  mean  everything 
in  terms  of  how  our  lives  will 
work  out.  It  told  many  stories  of 
successful  people  who  made  it  in 
the  world,  even  after  being  re¬ 
jected  by  their  col¬ 
leges.  One  example  in 


For  me  school  is  no  longer 


about  doing  the  best  I  can ,  but  the  story  of  Alan 
doing  better  than  everyone  High  graduate  who 

dse.  was  ejected  from  his 

.  - .  .  —  .  .  -  .  .  ~  top  choices  in  under- 


all  I  ever  hear  is,  “What  did  you 
get?”  “You  got  an  A-?!?  You 
jerk!  Never  talk  to  me  again!” 
and  so  on  and  so  forth.  Frankly, 
I’m  sick  of  it.  For  me,  school  is 
no  longer  about  doing  the  best 
we  can,  but  doing  better  than 
everyone  else.  It  seems  that 
approbation  no  longer  is  a  feat,  it 
is  merely  an  average 
circumstance  in  comparison  with 
others.  The  pressure  is 
insurmountable,  and  many  of  us 
are  turning  into  bloodthirsty 
nemeses  of  each  other  as  a  result 
of  it. 


graduate  school  and  in  business 
school,  but  went  on  to  be  a  mul- 
timillionaire  owner  of 
Pegasystems  Inc.,  a  computer 
software  company  worth  $674 
million.  In  terms  of  hiring 
workers,  he  says  that  he  pays 
attention  to  whether  they  showed 
leadership  and  distinction  in  their 
college.  ‘“What  I  look  at  now  is 
what  they  do,  not  where  they  go,’ 
said  Trefler.”  This  is  now  a  trend 
in  job-giving  opportunities, 
whereas  years  ago  then  name  of 
your  college  meant  so  much 
more. 


Why  can’t  colleges  just 
decide  to  accept  us  if  they  like 
what  they  see  in  our  individual 
records?  Why  is  rank  so  costly? 
Whenever  I  do  poorly  on  a  test,  I 
feel  as  is  it  is  going  to  affect  my 
entire  life.  “I’m  going  to  have  a 
terrible  rank,  I  won’t  get  into  a 
good  college,  and  I’  11  be  working 


Amidst  all  of  this,  I  still 
can’t  promise  myself  I  will  cool 
off  and  stop  worrying  myself  to 
death.  I  simply  hope  that  we  can 
all  manage  to  settle  down  a  little, 
and  maybe  even  enjoy  our  little 
time  we  have  left  in  high  school. 
After  all,  these  are  supposed  to 
be  some  of  the  best  years  of  our 
life,  aren’t  they? 


By  Trung  Diep,  III 
Staff  Writer 

What  is  a  report  card? 
An  evaluation  of  your  academic 
performance.  What  is  a  class 
rank?  An  evaluation  of  your 
academic  performance.  Ranking 
is  but  another  report  card,  only 
more  definite.  A  more  specific, 
more  accurat,  precise  pinpoint 
of  where  each  student  stands. 
Ranking  states  students’  grades 
in  comparison  to  one  to  another. 


class.  Many  of  you  may  argue 
that  ranking  is  an  improper,  and 
even  an  unfair,  judgment  when  a 
studentreceivedgoodgrades  and 
ranks  much  lower  than  antici¬ 
pated.  Look  at  it  this  way:  if  a 
student  receives  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  high  score  of  700  (800  is  a 
perfect  score)  on  an  SAT  II  sub¬ 
ject  test  when  the  average  is  750, 
the  student  did  not  do  so  well,  did 
he?  Thus,  class  ranking  enables 
colleges  and  the  school  board  to 
view  students’  performance  more 
accurately. 

Just 
asareportcard 
frightens, 
ranking  has 


bottom  of  the  Class,  know  that 
they  must  work  harder.  But  more 
effort  scares  away  their  determi¬ 
nation.  Oh,  the  horror  of  hard 
work! 

If  my  assumption  above 
is  correct,  administration  of  class 
ranking  is  a  positive  way  to 
encourage  those  who  are  behind. 
The  school  board  has  always  tried 
to  come  up  with  something  to 
compel  students  to  work  harder. 
Well,  ranking  is  a  good  idea.  It  is 
a  loud  wake  up  call  telling  those 
behind  to  pick  up  the  pace. 

Ranking  effects 
competition  and  even  anxiety.  I 
am  sure  in  his  class  introductory 
speeches  Mr.  Contompasis  has 


Sometimes  this  small  anxiety  and 
competition  can  be  ironically 
healthy 


...our  school  is  very  competitive 
and  zve  should  worry  about  our 
academic  achievement. 


A  grade  level  comprised  of  50 
students  would  not  be  adequate 
to  compare  students.  But  our 
school  is  especially  appropriate, 
for  the  pool  of  over  350  students 
in  each  class  offers  a  viable  cor¬ 
respondence. 

Comparison  of  achieve¬ 
ment  remains  an  important  part 
of  college  evaluation.  When 
ranked,  students  get  an  idea  of 
what  their  percentage  is,  whether 
a  student’s  position  is  top  75 
percent  or  top  25  percent  of  the 
class.  This  evaluation  is  very 
similar  to  percentile  scores  of  the 
SAT’s  and  other  standardized 
exams.  The  score  gives  the  per¬ 
centage  of  test  participants  a  stu¬ 
dent  scored  higher  than.  Instead 
of  comparing  thousands  of  stu¬ 
dents  who  took  the  tests,  ranking 
regards  only  the  students  in  a 


terrified  many. 

Those  whoop- 
pose  the  rank¬ 
ing  system  say 
it  is  “stupid.” 

When  asked  why,  many  hesitate 
and  give  non-fulfilling  answers, 
such  as  how  irrelevant  it  is.  Well, 
let  me  answer  truly  for  those  stu¬ 
dents.  The  ranking  system  is  "stu¬ 
pid"  because  it  makes  them  work 
harder,  and  they  don’t  want  to 
work  harder.  Vigorous  effort 
weakens  their  commitment.  This 
is  the  same  reason  why  students 
do  not  want  report  card  distribu¬ 
tion.  If  they  could  do  away  with 
grade  reports,  they  would  not 
have  to  work.  Ranking  is  worse 
than  report  cards,  because  it  spe¬ 
cifically  locates  those  who  are 
lagging  behind.  Low  rankers, 
aware  of  their  position  at  the 


remarked  that  our  school  is  very 
competi  ti  ve  and  we  should  worry 
about  our  academic  achieve¬ 
ments.  Sometimes  this  small 
anxiety  and  competition  can  be 
ironically  healthy.  Ranking  is 
bitter  medicine  that  we  reluc¬ 
tantly  swallow  but  well  know  it 
will  produce  effective  results. 
How  many  of  you  have  felt  you 
should  work  a  little  harder  be¬ 
cause  you  are  ranked?  But  once 
you  make  those  daily  medicine  a 
habit,  it  won’t  be  so  bitter  any 
more. 


All’s  Fair  in  Honors  and  Achievements 


By  Alexandra  French,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Though  few  of  us  approve  of  rank,  it  still  exists 
and,  sad  as  it  may  seem,  the  fact  remains  that  every  point 
counts.  Many  feel  disadvantaged  for  not  taking  or  getting 
into  honors  courses,  because  these  courses  would  earn 
more  points.  Others  feel  disadvantaged  because  an  hon¬ 
ors  class  is  not  offered  for  a  certain  course. 

In  the  tenth  grade  when  we  must  choose  our 
elective,  besides  the  basics,  there  are  three  "tracks":  a 
science,  a  history/cultures  course,  or  a  second  language 
(actually  a  third,  if  you  count  Latin;  however,  there  are 
varying  opinions  on  this  topic).  For  those  choosing 
World  History,  World  Cultures,  or  any  course  of  this 
type,  the  electives  offered  Junior  year  as  a  continuation 
of  those  in  tenth  grade  include  honors  courses.  The  same 
is  not  true,  however,  for  science  courses.  If  one  chooses 
a  science  for  one’s  elective  sophomore  year,  then  one 
must  continue  with  science  the  following  year.  There  is 
no  honors  credit  for  either  of  these  years.  Thus,  in 
fairness,  it  was  decided  that,  for  these  particular  courses 
for  which  an  honor  course  is  not  offered,  students  may 
receive  honors  credit  if  they  score  at  least 600  on  the  SAT 


II  Achievement  Test  for  that  subject.  This  rule  basically 
applies  to  students  not  in  the  history  track.  For  those  not 
familiar  with  the  SAT  II’s,  they  are  exams  like  the  SAT's 
but  for  a  specific  subject. 

Some  argue  that  this  policy  is  unfair.  They 
argue  that,  as  it  is  not  an  honors  course,  honors  credit 


should  not  be  given.  These  opponents  obviously  do  not 
take  Physics,  Biology,  or  Chemistry.  First  of  all,  this 
credit  is  not  given  to  everyone,  only  those  who  achieve 
a  score  of 600  or  above,  thus  ruling  out  many  students.  It 
is  obvious  that  those  students  receiving  honors  credit  will 
most  likely  be  doing  honors  level  work.  Secondly,  it 
wouldn’t  be  fair  not  to  give  this  credit,  for  students  in 
equivalent  courses,  such  as  those  in  the  history  track, 
have  the  option  of  an  honors  course.  Once  in  the  honors 
class,  even  if  they  do  poorly,  they  still  receive  honors 
credit  and  their  rank  points  are  automatically  multiplied 
by  four.  Bringing  the  topic  back  to  sheer  points  and  rank, 
if  all  students  were  not  given  the  opportunity  to  receive 
honors  credit,  they  would  then  automatically  be  set  back 
in  the  running. 

I  know  that  many  will  say  that  rank  shouldn’t 
matter  that  much.  I  agree.  It  shouldn't,  but  it  does. 
Therefore,  until  the  entire  ranking  system  is  re-routed 
(quite  unlikely  in  the  next,  say,  100  years),  all  students 
should  begin  at  the  same  level  for  acquiring  points.  For 
the  time  being,  this  means  that  students  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  receive  honors  credit  for  scoring  well  on  the 
Achievements. 
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Can't  Stomach  the  School  Education  Needs  Oil 


By  Kat  Kowal,  II 
Staff  Writer 

As  a  B-sie  entering  our 
school,  I  was  very  excited  about 
being  a  part  of  Boston  Latin’s 
finely-tuned  student  body.  Little 
did  I  know  then  all  the  bad  things 
about  our  school. 

OK  —  I’m  not 
going  to  go  into  full  de¬ 
tail  about  the  new  sched¬ 
ule  change.  All  I  have  to 
say  is:  “Thanks,  guys.” 

Once  I  get  the  hang  of  it, 

(finally.  I’m  a  junior), 
you  switch  it  on  me.  I 
really  felt  bad  for  those 
B-sie  sophomore  stu¬ 
dents  and  the  kids  who 
were  sixies  last  year.  I’m 
sure  they  were  coming 
into  this  year  saying, 

“Yeah,  I’m  cool.  I’m  no 
longer  a  sixie,  and  I’m 
actually  able  to  handle 
this  crazy  schedule.” 

Poor,  poor  them. 

So,  does  any¬ 
body  like  the  new  bathrooms?  I 
guess  they  thought  they ’d  be  very 
trendy  with  the  sponge  thing,  but 
the  colors  they  chose  are  awful; 
they  aren’t  even  our  school’s 
colors.  I  feel  as  if  I’m  walking 


through  someone’s  stomach 
when  I  go  in  there.  I  still  don’tget 
it.  They  do  all  this  work  on  the 
walls,  but  still  no  toilet  paper? 
Hello?  And  why  isn’t  there  any 
soap?  You’d  think  maybe  the 
nurses  would  think  of  this,  not 
my  Latin  teacher,  Mr.  Smith. 
We’d  have  fewer  bugs  going 


around,  such  as  pertusis  and  the 
flu,  if  we  actually  had  something 
to  wash  our  hands  with  after  we 
did  our  deeds,  and  some  nice 
paper  to  we  Is  to  dry  them  off  with. 
B  ut  I  guess  sanitation  is  too  much 


to  ask.  Instead  we  get  to  admire 
the  splotchy  vomit  on  the  walls. 

Now,  I  speak  for  the 
ladies  on  this  point,  only  because 
I’ve  never  been  in  the  boys’ 
locker  room.  How  about  those 
stalls?  I’m  sure  they  don’texpect 
us  to  change  in  them.  Being  on 
the  basketball  team,  I  am  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  see  other 
people’s  locker  rooms, 
which  are  beautiful  com¬ 
pared  to  ours.  Do  our 
showers  even  work? 

Getting  back  to 
something  we  can  all  re¬ 
late  to,  the  school  doesn  ’  t 
legally  have  to  put  on  the 
heat  until  October  15,  so 
until  then  we  get  to  wear 
our  jackets  around  school 
and  get  marks  for  doing 
it.  What  about  not  being 
able  to  wear  shorts  until 
May  15?  Even  if  it’s  90 
degrees  out  on  May  14, 
Mr.  Casey  i  s  going  to  give 
you  detention. 

With  all  these 
things  and  more  (not  to  mention 
the  fact  that  we  have  the  crappiest 
library  ever)  wrong  with  our 
school,  I  often  forget  that  we’re 
supposed  to  be  number  one. 


By  Alexandra  French,  II 
Staff  Writer 


In  attempting  to  correct 
the  varying  problems  in  educa¬ 
tion,  we  have  overlooked  the 
mostprominentissue:  education. 
A  machine  can  have  as  many 
intricate  and  cleverly  thought  out 
components  as  we  want,  but  when 
the  switch  is  thrown  and  the 
machine  doesn’t  do  its  job,  the 
entire  system  is  deemed  worth¬ 
less.  Education  has  one  and  only 
one  purpose:  to  turn  out  edu¬ 
cated,  well-prepared  citizens, 
who  will  eventually  run  this  coun¬ 
try .  We  can  spend  countless  hours 
and  infinite  funds  on  more  class 
time  and  a  longer  school  year, 
but  the  bottom  line  is  the  prod¬ 
uct. 

Education  has  one 
and  only  one  purpose: 
to  turn  out  educated, 
well  prepared  citizens, 
who  will  eventually 
run  this  country. 

In  recent  years,  the  new 
trend  in  educational  administra¬ 
tion  has  succumbed  to  this  ri¬ 
diculous  equation:  the  more  time 
spent  in  school,  the  more  stu¬ 
dents  will  learn.  It  is  obvious  that 
this  approach  does  not  work,  as 
we  now  have  a  system  which 
annually  turns  out  illiterate  chil¬ 
dren  and  has  a  staggering  drop¬ 
out  rate.  The  government  answer 
is,  “Make  them  sit  in  that  class 
longer.”  The  absurdity  of  this 
sentiment  is  immense.  If  a  child 
is  failing  a  class  which  lasts  an 
hour,  will  he  miraculously  ace 
the  class  after  an  additional  half 
hour  of  the  same  teaching?  It  is 
obvious  now  that  we  must  change 
something.  The  school  depart¬ 
ment  has  required  that  we  extend 
academic  time  in  order  to  correct 
the  problems  of  the  educational 
system.  If  it  were  that  simple,  if 
all  we  had  to  do  was  extend  the 
time  spent  in  class  in  order  to 
bring  back  the  dropouts  and  get 
kids  to  pay  attention  to  school 
work,  wouldn’t  we  have  done 
this  sooner?  It  is  preposterous 
that  this  is  a  valid  solution,  but  as 
there  is  little  we  can  do,  we  must 
make  the  best  of  it. 

The  most  recent  policy 
on  the  state  level  has  scrapped 


gym  time  to  make  more  class¬ 
room  time.  As  we  already  have  a 
revised  schedule,  which  should 
have  fulfilled  this  classroom  goal 
for  Boston  schools,  it  seems  as 
though  eliminating  gym  will  not 
succeed  in  changing  academic 
performance.  Instead,  the  schools 
may  succeed  in  turning  out  not 
only  uneducated  and  illiterate 
students,  but  students  who  will 
be  increasingly  out  of  shape  and 
unhealthy  as  well. 

There  are  far  better 
ways  of  improving  the  system  as 
well  as  the  individual  perfor¬ 
mance  of  each  student.  If  we 
have  found  that  longer  time  spent 
in  classroom  thus  far  has  been  of 
little  help,  then  perhaps  prob¬ 
lems  lie  in  the  teaching.  This  is 
not  to  say  that  we  do  not  have 
many  dedicated,  effective  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  public  school  system, 
but  it  is  to  say  that,  as  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  declining  state  of 
education,  many  others  are  not 
doing  their  jobs  effectively  for 
whatever  reason.  Some  would 
argue  that  teachers  cannot  do  their 
job  well  or  help  all  students  due 
to  the  size  of  their  classes,  but 
class  sizes  were  around  the  same 
size  (30  students)  forty  years  ago. 
Many  would  say  that  the  educa¬ 
tional  system  at  that  time  was  in 
a  far  belter  state. 

If  a  child  is  failing  a 
class  which  lasts  an 
hour,  will  he  miracu¬ 
lously  ace  the  class 
after  an  additional 
half  hour  of  the  same 
teaching? 


The  fact  remains  that 
schools  have  gotten  worse  and 
students  across  the  country  have 
dropped  in  test  scores.  The  aver¬ 
age  score  for  the  SAT’s  has 
dropped  over  70  points,  and  this 
is  after  extensive  research  has 
been  done  to  change  the  test  to 
make  it  easier.  I  would  propose 
that  we  look  more  closely  at  the 
methods  being  used  for  teach¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  the  teachers  them¬ 
selves,  for  we  cannot  continue 
along  the  same  path,  as  we  have 
seen  that  more  time  and  money 
have  not  equaled  more,  or  even 
better,  learning. 


ANOTHER  SOCIETY  ROCKS 
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/7,  at  Newbury  Comics  &  Strawberries 
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Arts  Spotlight 


By  Melissa  Wolter-Gustafson,  1 
Contributing  Writer 


You  may  have  seen  senior  Sam 
Glickman  meandering  through  the  halls,  seem¬ 
ingly  unaware  of  those  rushing  to  their  destina¬ 
tions.  Then  again,  you  may  not  have  actually 
noticed  him.  Though  Sam  has  his  moments  of 
absurd  eccentricity,  for  the  most  part  he’s ...  let’s 
just  say  I’ve  been  friends  with  Sam  for  six  years, 
and  he’s  still  pretty  much  a  mystery  to  me. 
However,  Sam’s  art  is  something  that  he’s  very 
straightforward  about. 

Since  freshman  year,  Sam  has  worked 
for  Artists  for  Humanity,  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  that  involves  inner-city  kids  in  the  arts. 
Working  out  of  a  studio  in  South  Boston,  Sam  has 
created  graphic  designs,  oil  and  acrylic  paint¬ 
ings,  sculptures,  murals,  and  photography.  Sam 
has  had  his  art  displayed  at  the  Nielsen  Gallery  on 
Newbury  Street  and  in  several  corporations  and 
institutions  throughout  New  England.  With  Art¬ 
ists  for  Humanity,  Sam  has  worked  on  displays  at 
Filene’s  and  logos  and  letterheads  for  businesses, 
and  worked  with  Facing  History  and  Ourselves 
on  a  mural  at  the  Chestnut  Hill  Mall.  In  the  past 
two  years,  Sam  has  focused  more  of  his  art 
through  the  AP  Art  class  here  at  Boston  Latin. 
However.Sam  finds  the  art  program  atour  school 
disappointing,  and  he  believes  it’s  unfortunate 
that  only  “the  lucky  lottery  people”  who  get  into 
Connections  have  the  opportunity  to  take  art.  He 
also  intends  to  continue  his  artistic  career  next 
year  when  he  moves  on  to  college. 

Sam  got  interested  in  art  when  he  took 
classes  at  the  Park  School,  though  he  claims  he 
wasn’t  especially  good  at  the  beginning.  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  figure  out  what  inspires  Sam  to  create 
art,  but  Sam  states  simply  that  “random  things” 
which  he  finds  in  the  trash  can  are  his  inspira¬ 
tions.  However,  a  friend  and  fellow  artist  assures 
me  that  there  is  “a  method  to  his  madness.” 
Mondrian  and  Lewitt,  artists  who  create  geomet¬ 
ric  art  with  the  use  of  lines,  are  Sam’s  favorite 
artists,  so  it’s  no  surprise  that  much  of  his  own  art 
is  geometric,  though  a  great  deal  of  his  art,  he  tells 
me,  is  based  on  graffiti. 

Outside  of  his  artistic  abilities,  Sam 
excels  academically  as  well,  taking  several  AP 
classes,  including  Physics  and  Calculus,  and  ap¬ 
plying  to  colleges  such  as  Stanford  and 
Georgetown.  It  seems  that  everything  Sam  en¬ 
joys  doing,  he  does  well,  such  as  playing  pool  and 
tennis,  snowboarding,  and  bike  riding.  Sam  says 
if  he  could  be  any  article  of  clothing,  he  would  be 
“a  pair  of  Docs,  because  you  can  do  anything  in 
them.”  Don’t  ask  me,  I  don’t  get  it  cither.  It  must 
be  Sam’s  artistic  side  speaking. 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  December  1996 

Fight  for  Love  and  Life 


Ry  Kait  Stokes,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

“No  day  but  today.”  That  is  what  Jonathan 
Larson  wanted  to  tell  the  world  through  his  masterpiece 
Rent.  He  wanted  to  make  a  ’90s  version  of  Puccini’s 
opera  La  Boheme ,  about  the  fight  for  love  and  life.  The 
themes  are  universal.  Larson  used  today’s  icons  and 
issues,  such  as  the  destructiveness  of  AIDS  and  drugs,  to 
make  the  themes  relevant  to  younger  generations.  It  is  a 
story  that  brings  home  the  realities  of  the  statistics  on  the 
news,  makes  you  think,  and  makes  you  aware.  He  wrote 
the  musical  to  relate  to  his  generation,  thereby  giving  a 
new  direction  to  contemporary  musicals.  He  worked  for 
several  years  before  staging  a  production  at  the  New 
York  Theatre  Workshop.  After  a  successful  run  off- 
Broadway,  Rent  moved  to  Broadway.  Larson  died  from 
an  aortic  aneurysm  the  night  before  Rent's  first  Broad¬ 
way  preview.  Exemplifying  his  theme  “no  day  but  to¬ 
day,”  the  show  went  on. 

Rent's  blend  of  show  music  and  rock  is  done 
with  tremendous  skill,  making  for  a  unique  score.  There 
is  very  little  speaking;  most  of  the  music  is  in  dialogue 
form,  very  different  from  most  musicals  or  opera.  The 
Boston  cast  is  remarkable  (auditions  were  held  locally), 
especially  Nina  Simone’s  daughter  Simone,  who  plays 
the  sexy  dancer  Mimi.  Also  extraordinary  are  Tim  Collins 
and  Angel  Schunard  (played  by  C.C.  Brown  and  Stephen 
Alexander,  respectively),  a  gay  couple  who  are  both  HIV 
positive. 

The  simple  set  is  effective  and  dramatic.  A  table 
in  the  middle  of  the  set  serves  as  the  apartment  and  the 
restaurant,  the  rest  being  a  loft-like  junk  yard.  The  small 
orchestra  remains  under  one  level  of  the  loft  for  the 

Larson  used  today's  icons  and 
issues,  such  as  the  destructive¬ 
ness  of  AIDS  and  drugs,  to 
make  the  themes  relevant  to 
younger  generations 

whole  show,  giving  the  feel  of  a  small  theater  production 
instead  of  a  smash  hit.  The  set  invites  the  audience  into 
the  same  level  as  the  characters,  which  furthers  the  sense 
that  this  is  a  story  about  the  lives  of  real  people. 

The  very  real  characters  are  a  medium  for 
Larson’s  message.  The  characters  are  all  diverse  ethni¬ 
cally,  culturally,  and  in  their  sexual  preferences.  Many  of 
the  characters  are  HIV  positive.  The  main  characters  are 
all  friends  struggling  to  connect  even  though  they  all  feel 


alienated  from  life,  each  other,  and  themselves.  They 
need  each  other  because,  as  wary  as  they  are  of  love,  they 
are  desperate  for  it.  Many  are  scared  of  loving  again. 
Roger,  the  song  writer,  is  afraid  to  love  Mimi  because  his 
last  girlfriend  killed  herself  when  she  learned  they  both 
had  AIDS.  Marc,  the  film  maker,  is  the  only  one  of  the 
characters  who  doesn’t  have  AIDS,  and  feels  very  alien¬ 
ated  from  those  with  that  burden.  The  characters  Collins 
and  Angel  are  the  one  couple  who  don’t  let  their  pasts  or 
their  futures  hinder  them  in  loving  each  other.  They  teach 
the  rest  of  them  to  love  without  fear.  Through  each  of  the 
characters,  the  musical  explores  the  different  ways  that 
one  can  find  one’s  self — through  love,  music,  film, 
anarchy,  hardship,  and  even  death. 

The  powerful  story  is  a  mix  of  harsh  realism  and 
elements  of  miracles  and  hope.  Rent  tells  the  story  of 
seven  artists  struggling  to  stay  alive  in  the  East  Village, 
with  little  money  to  buy  food  or  AZT,  and  no  heat.  The 
antagonist  is  an  old  roommate  turned  rich  yuppie  land¬ 
lord  who  is  forcing  them  to  pay  last  year’s  rent,  which 
they  don’t  have,  on  Christmas  Eve.  Yet  “rent”  symbol¬ 
izes  something  hipper.  I  .arson  wanted  loraninrp.  the  wav 

The  powerful  story  is  a  mix  of 
harsh  realism  and  elements  of 
miracles  and  hope 

in  which  our  generation  detaches  ourselves  in  order  to 
not  be  hurt  by  the  “strangers,  landlords,  lovers,  and  our 
own  blood  cells  [who]  betray.”  “Rent”  means  the  way  in 
which  we  own  nothing  because  things  go  too  fast  to  hold 
on  to  anything  substantial,  and  the  fear  that  if  we  try  to 
commit  we  might  get  hurt.  Rent  also  becomes  love, 
which  is  “a  new  lease  on  life”  for  the  characters.  That  is 
the  reality,  but  the  show  leaves  the  audience  with  a  sense 
of  hope.  Even  though  there  is  “no  day  but  today,”  that 
becomes  the  reason  to  live  life  to  its  fullest  without  being 
afraid  or  disconnecting. 

Jonathan  Larson  was  determined  that  Rent  would 
be  available  to  the  generation  he  wanted  to  reach.  This 
meant  negotiating  with  the  theatres’  high  rates.  So  while 
tickets  at  the  Shubert  Theater  in  Boston,  where  Rent  now 
has  an  extended  run  through  April  1 997,  are  still  $40-$70 
dollars,  three  front  rows  are  reserved  for  people  who 
come  the  day  of  the  performance  (which  requires  sitting 
in  the  lobby  all  day)  for  $20. 

The  show  speaks  to  the  younger  generation  by 
portraying  their  fear  and  their  pain,  their  joy  and  their 
dreams  on-stage,  which  not  only  profoundly  connects 
them  to  reality  but  also  empowers  them  to  change  it. 


Herb  Ritts:  Work 


By  Katy  Pierce,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Whenever  I  take  pictures,  they’re  very  blurry. 
Not  good.  At  all.  Soof  course  I’m  impressed  with  anyone 
who  can  take  pictures  that  actually  resemble  things.  But 
the  word  “impressed”  is  an  understatement  for  Herb  Ritts 
“Work,”  a  new  show  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Every  line  is  so  defined,  you  wonder  if  they  are 
really  photographs,  or  images  penciled  in  lines.  They 
seem  to  show  the  viewer  more  than  the  eye  can  see  alone. 
Ritts’  pictures  of  water-encased  people  look  more  like 
people  with  sheets  of  glass  in  front  of  them.  But  then  you 
look  closer,  and  you  see  the  tiny  bubbles  and  splashes  and 
all  the  other  things  that  make  water  water. 

The  subjects  of  Ritts’  photographs  are  prima¬ 
rily  celebrities,  including  Madonna,  Mick  Jagger,  and 


Drew  Barrymore,  so  some  people  are  pretty  familiar.  But 
even  if  thousands  of  pictures  of  a  certain  celebrity  have 
appeared  in  magazines,  newspapers,  or  books,  they  are 
probably  different  from  the  way  Ritts  captures  them. 
Ritts  makes  these  people,  who  are  usually  seen  as  very 
glamorous,  appear  calm  and  quiet,  maybe  even  naive. 

The  photographs  are  all  different  sizes.  The 
very  large  ones  are  often  the  most  simple,  while  the 
smaller  ones  contain  the  more  intricate  lines.  The  one 
thing  they  all  have  in  common  is  the  fact  that  Ritts  allows 
everything  in  the  pictures  to  be  beautiful.  Even  though  all 
the  pictures  in  the  exhibit  arc  black  and  white,  the  viewer 
sees  many  colors. 

Herb  Ritts  “Work”  will  be  shown  at  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Fine  Arts  through  February  9,  and  students  are 
admitted  free.  Many  prints  are  available  in  the  museum 
shop  as  well. 
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Journey  of  the  Spirit,  Mind,  and  Body 


By  Seda  Sean,  V 
Staff  Writer 


Amazing,  captivating,  yet  con¬ 
fusing.  These  three  adjectives  just  about 
describe  the  play.  Journey  to  the  West. 

It’s  a  story  of  a  devoted  Chinese 
monk,  Tripitaka  T’ang,  on  a  journey  to 
understand  the  mind,  the  spirit,  and  the 
soul  itself.  He  is  accompanied  by  the 
Monkey  King,  the  Pig,  and  the  River 
Spirit,  all  of  whom  were  banished  from 
heaven  by  the  gods  for  inappropriate  be¬ 
havior.  In  actuality,  the  journey  begins  as 
a  quest  to  find  the  Buddhist  scripture,  but 
later  turns  into  a  search  for  the  essence  of 
human  nature. 

Journey  to  the  West  starts  off 
with  Sun  Wu-K’ung,  who  is  the  Monkey 
King,  sailing  to  the  land  of  humans  in 
search  for  immortality.  After  years  and 
years  of  living  in  the  human  land,  Sun 
Wu-K’ung  has  learned  to  walk,  speak, 
and  live  as  a  human,  but  his  search  for 
immortality  still  continues.  Later,  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  request  this  immortality  from  one 


of  the  gods,  but  is  only  taught  superhuman 
tricks.  However,  he  gains  immortality  by 
stealing  the  peach  of  divinity  in  heaven. 
Because  of  this  act.  Sun  Wu-K’ung  is  sent 
to  live  inside  a  mountain  forever,  but 
luckily  the  goddess  of  compassion,  Kuan 


upon  a  long,  wide  river,  which  they  can 
not  cross.  Not  knowing  what  to  do,  they 
decide  to  camp  overnight  on  that  side  of 
the  river.  Fortunately,  snow  falls  that  night, 
causing  the  river  to  freeze.  The  next  mom- 
ing,  the  impatient  Tripitaka  T’ang  and 


The  journey  begins  as  a  quest  to  find  the  Buddhist  scrip¬ 
ture,  but  later  turns  into  a  search  for  the  essence  of  human 

nature. 


Lin,  gives  him  an  assignment,  so  that  he 
may  not  be  sentenced  that  long.  This  as¬ 
signment  requires  Sun  Wu-K’ung,  along 
with  others,  to  assist  a  scripture  pilgrim, 
Tripitaka  T’ang,  in  finding  the  sacred 
Buddhist  scripture.  To  do  so,  Tripitaka 
T’ang  must  free  Sun  Wu-K’ung  from  the 
mountain,  which  he  does. 

On  the  journey,  Tripitaka  T’ang 
and  Sun  Wu-K’ung  come  across  many 
adventures.  In  one  of  them,  they  come 
upon  a  pig,  Chu  Pa-Chieh,  who  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  assist  Tripitaka  T’ang  on  his 
journey.  Together,  the  three  of  them  con¬ 
tinue  the  journey.  Atone  point,  they  come 


Chu  Pa-Chieh  try  to  cross  the  frozen  river, 

but  at  the  middle  the  ice  breaks  and 
Tripitaka  T’ang  is  sucked  in  by  a  River 
Spirit,  who  decides  to  eat  him.  However, 
Tripitaka  T’ang  is  saved  just  in  time  by 
Kuan  Lin  only  because  the  River  Spirit 
was  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  individuals 
who  must  also  assist  Tripitaka  on  his 
journey. 

After  this  incident,  they  encoun¬ 
ter  some  more  awkward  occasions.  An 
example  of  this  would  be  the  time  Chu  Pa- 
Chieh  and  Tripitaka  becomes  pregnant. 
Luckily,  they  do  not  give  birth  because  of 
a  special  water  they  drink,  which  is  an 


altogether  difficult  task  to  complete. 

In  the  end,  Tripitaka  T’ang  fi¬ 
nally  understands  to  the  fullest  extent  why 
he  was  really  sent  on  his  journey ,  which  is 
to  gain  insight  on  the  world.  When  he 
realizes  this,  he  becomes  an  enlightened 
one,  and  he  meets  with  Buddha,  who 
gives  him  the  sacred  scriptures.  To  achieve 
this,  Tripitaka  did  not  have  to  travel  for  all 
those  miles.  He  just  had  to  sit  down  and 
think  for  a  long  time.  Tripitaka  T’ang 
returns  home,  but  does  not  stay,  for  he  is 
supposed  to  join  the  others,  including  Sun 
Wu-K’ung,  Chu  Pa-Chieh,  and  the  River 
Spirit,  in  heaven. 

Journey  to  the  West  shows  that 
for  one  to  sim  ply  know  of  something  does 
not  mean  one  understands  it.  Or  perhaps, 
the  play  really  tells  us  that  thinking  can 
get  a  person  further  than  traveling  can.  Or 
maybe,  it’s  really  a  play  showing  us  that 
experience  is  wisdom  in  life.  Journey  to 
the  West  is  actually  a  very  simple  story, 
but  even  a  simple  story  has  many  mes¬ 
sages. 


Anna  Deveare  Smith  Transforms  &  Performs 


By  Ursula  Liff,  I 
and  Kay  Perdue.  II 

“ . we  are  in  that  time  be¬ 

tween  day  and  night.  Nonethe¬ 
less, part  of  perceiving  the  light, 
I  think,  is  seeing  the  race  can¬ 
vas  as  more  than  a  black  and 
white  picture." 

I’ve  come  to  call  her 
Anna.  My  syncopation  of  her 
name  is  clearly  indicative  of  what 
her  works  evoke  from  her  audi¬ 
ences.  In  her  series  of  perfor¬ 
mances  entitled  On  the  Road:  A 
Search  For  American  Charac¬ 
ter,  Anna  Deveare  Smith  inves¬ 
tigates  a  specific  event  in  his¬ 
tory  by  conducting  interviews 
with  people  both  directly  and 
indirectly  involved.  These 
events  tend  to  focus  around 
people  in  conflict,  but  more  so 
on  the  effect  the  conflict  has  on 
the  people.  I  had  had  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  researching  and  dis¬ 
covering  Deveare  Smith’s  pre¬ 
vious  works,  including  Fires  in 
the  Mirror,  a  study  on  the  1989 
Crown  Heights  riots  between  the 
Lubavitcher  Jews  and  the  black 
community  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York.  Upon  reading  and  per¬ 
forming  her  work,  I  dubbed  her 
“Anna”  on  account  of  the  depth 
to  which  she  made  me  both  hear 
and  feel  her  own  voice.  After 
ordering  tickets  months  in  ad¬ 
vance  I  was  finally  able  to  see 


Deveare  Smith  in  her  most  re¬ 
cent  masterpiece,  Twilight:  Los 
Angeles,  1992.  However,  de¬ 
spite  my  preceeding  knowledge 
of  this  woman  who  had  come  to 
be  my  hero,  I  certainly  had  no 
idea  of  the  depth  to  which  her 
words  had  the  capability  of  pen¬ 
etrating. 

Remember  1992?  I 
was  young.  I  had  heard  about 
Rodney  King  and  “that  whole 
thing”  like  most  kids,  without 
ever  really  taking  into  account 
how  this  could  ever  effect  me. 
Both  at  the  time  of  the  Rodney 
King  vs.  L.  A.P.D.  trials  and  now 
in  retrospect,  the  case  seems  ob¬ 
viously  one-sided  from  any  sort 
of  moral,  non-racist  perspective. 
By  transferring  what  she  had 
learned  in  her  interviews  [in¬ 
cluding  statements  made  by 
Rodney  King’s  aunt,  members 
of  the  police  force  involved  in 
the  beatings,  jury  members,  and 
local  community  leaders]  to  the 
stage  for  us  to  hear  her  verbatim, 
Deveare  Smith  has  created  her 
own  style  of  theater,  as  a  source 
to  voice  her  opinion.  The  flip 
perspective  to  Rodney  King’s 
side  is  not  the  L.A.P.D.  alone: 
following  the  exposure  of  the 
Rodney  King  beatings,  the  Los 
Angeles  streets  were  flooded 
with  riots,  rebellion,  and  destruc¬ 
tion.  Deveare  Smith  performs 
presenting  two  sides  of  the  story: 
to  act  as  a  messenger  of  the 
truth.  Throughout  her  perfor¬ 
mance  she  reveals  different  lev¬ 


els  to  show  how  neither  race, 
nor  history,  nor  people  are  black 
or  white. 

For  seven  days  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  engagement  with  the  Hun¬ 
tington  Theater,  Anna  Deavere 
Smith  graced  Boston  audiences 
with  her  Tony-nominated  Twi¬ 
light,  Los  Angeles  1992.  Anna 
Deavere  Smith  has  won  numer¬ 
ous  awards  including  two  Tony 
nominations,  an  Obie,  and  a 
Drama  Desk  Award. 

The  New  York 
Times  was  right  when  they  ex¬ 
plained  that  Anna  Deavere  Smith 
“does  people’s  souls,”  imper¬ 
sonating  a  wide  variety  of  Los 
Angeles  citizens  including  a 
white  air-headed  women  from 
Beverly  Hills  to  a  black  teen¬ 
ager  from  the  projects  to  the 
wife  of  a  Vietnamese  store 
owner.  Deveare  is  able  to  cap¬ 
ture  recognizable  mannerisms 
in  order  to  depict  real-to-life 
people.  According  to  Smith, 
character  lives  not  only  in  what 
people  say  but  also  how  they 
speak.  Different  speech  patterns 
and  movements  vary  her  char¬ 
acters.  Her  interviews  become 
conversations,  which  become 
characters. 

Evoking  sympathetic 
depictions  of  both  “bad  guys” 
and  “good  guys,”  Deveare  Smith 
demonstrates  her  power  as  an 
actress  and  as  an  interpreter.  She 
clearly  shows  the  power  of  her 
position  on  stage:  her  mixed  ra¬ 
cial  background  and  her  strong 


acting  background  gives  her 
characters  a  unique  quality  on 
stage,  which  she  takes  advan¬ 
tage  of  to  make  her  voice  heard 
loud  and  clear. 

On  a  barren  stage  with 
ten  chairs  and  two  hat  stands 
filled  with  clothes,  Deveare 
Smith  breathes  life  into  more 
than  forty  characters.  Deveare 
Smith’s  transformation  from  one 
voice  and  opinion  to  another  is 
incredible.  In  her  transition  from 
character  to  character,  Deavere 
Smith  alters  her  appearance  by 
pulling  various  costumes  off 
their  hooks  and  putting  them  on 
onstage.  Slipping  almost 
seamlessly  from  one  character 
to  another,  Smith  barely  gives 
herself  a  break  in  the  entire  three 
hour  performance;  pausing  once 
or  twice  for  a  sip  of  water  or  a 
quick  costume  change,  she  al¬ 
most  never  leaves  the  stage  (ex¬ 
cept  for  a  brief  intermission); 
our  eyes  never  leave  her.  Her 
mind  always  ticking,  her  con¬ 
centration  impeccable,  an  audi¬ 
ence  gives  Smith  a  back  board 
of  support,  reacting  to  all  of  her 
body  language. 

Anna  Deavere  Smith 
succeeds  in  bringing  suppressed 
social  issues  to  the  surface.  She 
performs  and  creates  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  demonstrating  the  “hu¬ 
manness”  inside  problems.  By 
combining  the  spoken  words  of 
her  interviews,  the  liveliness  of 
theater,  and  the  “humanness”  of 
the  audience,  her  intention  is  to 


evoke  thought  and  conversation 
within  her  audience;  in  short, 
she  wants  us  to  create  dialogue 
as  one  race.  This  “humanness” 
brings  issues  and  perspectives 
that  are  seemingly  incomprehen¬ 
sible  into  a  multiple-sided  per¬ 
spicacity  of  the  issue  (consider 
the  crying  juror). 

In  Deveare  Smith’s  last 
interview,  she  fades  out  of  the 
character  for  which  the  play  is 
named,  Twilight,  and  back  into 
herself,  becoming  just  like  us,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  liv¬ 
ing  in  an  age  where  race  is  a 
problem.  While  she  takes  off  a 
blue  down  coat,  hangs  it  on  the 
rack,  and  is  left  in  her  bare  feet 
and  black  clothing,  she  speaks 
in  her  own  voice,  holding  onto 
her  black  dramatists’  duffel  bag , 
ending  the  play  with  “night  and 

day . I  stand  somewhere  in 

between  the  two.”  She  names 
her  position,  as  an  actress,  as  a 
thinking  human  being,  and  as  a 
witness  to  the  truth,  leaving  the 
responsibility  of  further  carry¬ 
ing  on  her  message  and  story  in 
her  audience's  hands.  So  how 
docs  this  translate?  Anna 
Deveare  Smith’s  performance 
is  one  relative  to  all  of  our  lives. 
Her  next  piece  is  rumored  to 
take  place  in  Boston;  one  of  the 
first  cities  to  act  on  desegrega¬ 
tion  laws  in  the  schools.  Where 
has  that  taken  us?  Deveare 
Smith’s  voice  challenges  us  to 
question  what  splits  us  up  by 
race.  How  do  we  defy  that? 
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Romeo  and  Juliet: 

Star  Crossed  Loved  It!  A  Little  Too  Literal 


By  Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Romeo  and  Juliet  takes  us  on 
more  than  an  irreverent  romp  through 
Verona  Beach,  a  world  created  for  this 
production  to  bring  the  famous  play 
into  our  century.  It  is  the  MTV  version 
of  Shakespeare’s  most  popular  love 
story,  all  in  old  English,  but  with  a 
twist  The  director,  Baz  Luhrmann, 
proves  that  Shakespeare  can  be  done 
well,  even  when  set  in  our  decade. 

Luhrmann  creates  a  fresh  new 
version  of  the  classic.  That  is  what  is 
wonderful  about  Shakespeare-  his  abil- 

It  is  the  MTV  version  of 
Shakespeare's  most  popular 
love  story,  all  in  old  English, 
but  with  a  twist. 


ity  to  transcend  time.  To  drag  Romeo 
and  Juliet  into  the  present  time,  Baz 
Luhrmann  creates  a  world  with  icons  of 
the  twentieth  century  as  well  as  those  of 
Shakespeare’s  time.  In  taking  images 
that  we  are  all  familiar  with,  like  bill¬ 
boards  and  religious  icons,  Halloween 
costumes  and  television,  Luhrmann  is 


lates  into  our  day  and  age  without  sound¬ 
ing  contrived.  He  also  uses  locations 
that  are  reminiscent  of  somewhere  in 
America,  which  helps  to  make  the  pro¬ 
duction  easily  accessible  in  our  modem 
world. 

The  production  is  true  to  the 
way  Shakespeare  might  create  it  today. 
It  is  a  play  about  passion  and  violence 
and  lust  and  hatred  and  love  and  death, 
and  Luhrmann  brings  it  down  to  our 
level  and  lets  us  understand  it.  The 


are  human  nature,  and  Luhrmann  just  let 
them  out  through  Shakespeare’s  words. 
Luhrmann  is  able  to  avoid  the  trap  of 
classic  Shakespeare  productions.  There  is 
none  of  the  usual  blue-blooded,  contrived, 
pompous,  affected,  pretentious  interpre¬ 
tations  inherent  in  Shakespearean  plays. 
Instead,  in  our  own  American  accents, 
Luhrmann  brings  CtosRomeo  and  Juliet  \o 
life. 

Don’t  go  to  Romeo  and  Juliet 
expecting  only  the  beauty  and  poetry  of 
Zeffireli’s  version.  I  love  Zeffireli’s  ver¬ 
sion,  but  you  can’t  compare  the  two  mov¬ 
ies,  because  the  purposes  in  creating  them 
and  the  styles  employed  are  so  contrast¬ 
ing.  In  the  new  version,  there  is  beauty 
and  poetry,  but  it  is  also  raunchy  and  loud, 
dealing  with  the  unpleasant  ideas  and 
touchy  subjects  that  Shakespeare  wrote 
about.  When  Shakespeare  wrote  Romeo 
and  Juliet,  he  was  talking  about  weapons, 
drugs,  sex,  and  hatred,  and  every  word  is 
true  to  Shakespeare’s  text. 

In  Shakespeare’s  time,  religion 
ruled  the  lives  of  the  characters.  Luhrmann 
tries  to  move  the  beliefs  of  the  play  into 
the  twentieth  century  with  repeated  visual 
references  to  the  Madonna  and  a  large 
sculpture  of  Christ,  as  well  as  individual 
crucifixes.  It  is  a  vital  part  of  the  play,  as 

shown  by 
t  h  e 
Montagues 
and 
Capulets, 
leading  po¬ 
litical  families  with  religious  backgrounds. 
Their  homes  hold  gaudy  paintings  of 
Christ,  and  religious  iconography  runs 
rampant,  even  appearing  on  gun  holsters 
and  clothing. 

Icons  and  restoration  make 
Romeo  and  Juliet  a  production  for  our 
decade.  This  decisive  production  takes 
risks,  something  lacking  for  years  in 
Shakespearean  productions.  It  is  the  first 
Shakespearean  rendition  set  in  our  times 
that  could  convince  modem  audiences. 


By  Kay  Purdue,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  most  recent  movie  version 
of  Romeo  and  Juliet  is  not  an  atrocious 
piece  of  work.  Overall,  it’s  probably  a 
movie  worth  seeing.  I  see  it  as  a  matter  of 
perception.  It  depends  on  what  level  you 
choose  to  view  the  film  and  how  you 
perceive  the  director’s  intentions  for  pro¬ 
ducing  another  Romeo  and  Juliet.  On  one 
1  e  v  e  1  ,  B  a  z 
Luhrmann ’s  in¬ 
terpretation  of 
William 
Shakespeare’s 
love  story  is  an  attempt  to  place 
Shakespeare’s  idea  in  a  modem  setting, 
incorporating  his  own  creative  influences 
and  opinions  into  Shakespeare’s  classic. 
On  this  level,  Luhrmann  is  fairly  success¬ 
ful.  Perhaps  the  singular  element  where 
Luhrmann  truly  hits  the  mark  is  the  sexi¬ 
ness  of  Shakespeare’s  play  in  his  era.  On 
another  level,  Baz  Luhrmann  endeavors 
to  translate  Shakespeare  into  understand¬ 
able  terms  for  teenagers.  In  the  process  of 
doing  so,  he  not  only  utterly  mutilates  the 
Bard’s  verse,  but  also  underestimates  the 
comprehension  of  teenagers,  rendering 
his  work  condescending  and,  from  a  teen¬ 
age  perspective,  infuriating. 

Some  instances  in  which 
Luhrmann  takes  creative  license  are  truly 
clever:  those  in  which  he  twists 
Shakespeare’ s  script  to  make  a  better  film , 
a  more  gripping  scene  for  the  audience  to 

watch.  Indeed,  this  is  legitimate.  How¬ 
ever,  Luhrman  brings  this  to  an  extreme 
when  he  cuts  crucial  moments  and  ideas 
from  the  play.  Thus  he  transforms  his 

We  are  not  given  the  option  to 
think;  instead  Luhrmann 
assumes  we  do  not  understand. 


movie  into  a  story  that  may  no  longer  be 
considered  Shakespeare.  These  clipped 
scenes  and  themes  include  Luhrmann ’s 
choice  to  leave  the  Montague-Capulet 
feud  unresolved  even  at  the  end  of  the 
film,  and  the  fact  that  the  issue  of  the 
amount  of  responsibility  that  lands  on  the 
friar  is  ignored.  In  addition,  some  things 
are  tom  out  of  context  for  Luhrmann’s 
convenience  (for  example,  “thy  drugs  are 
quick”  is  used  in  reference  to  Romeo’s 
popping  of  hallucinogens  before  attend¬ 
ing  the  Capulet  bash).  Luhrmann's  use  of 
water  and  religion  to  represent  his  own 
views  and  certain  elements  of  foreshad¬ 
owing  are,  for  the  most  part,  effective 
until  he  becomes  carried  away  with  cin¬ 
ematic  techniques.  Luhrmann  destroys 
any  sort  of  effect  they  could  possibly  have 
by  overemphasizing  them  through  inces¬ 


sant  repetition,  as  if  to  say,  "Hey,  pay 
attention  kids;  this  is  important."  Not  only 
is  this  obnoxious  and  tedious,  it  is  an 
insult  to  our  intelligence. 

Shakespeare’s  verse  comes  to 
mean  nothing  as  Luhrmann  illustrates  the 
story  by  appealing  to  the  audience’s  vi¬ 
sual  senses  as  well  as  audio  perceptions 
(an  ever-changing  music  track  blasts  in 
the  background),  instead  of  concentrating 


on  the  language.  While  Friar  Lawrence 
delivers  his  monologue  of  the  promising 
possibilities  for  a  future  reconciliation 
between  the  Capulet  and  Montague  house¬ 
holds  if  he  agrees  to  marry  Romeo  and 
Juliet,  pictures  flash  in  the  background 
depicting  potential  future  headlines  in  the 
newspaper  and  tacky  portraits  of  doves 
and  snapshots  of  hearts  and  love  and  mar¬ 
riage.  We  are  not  given  the  option  to 
think;  instead  Luhrmann  assumes  we  do 
not  understand.  For  each  declamation- 
length  speech,  the  director  feeds  us  im¬ 
ages  on  the  screen  so  that  we  don’t  have  to 
pay  attention  to  what  the  Friar  is  saying.  In 
this  same  attempt  to  appeal  to  our  super¬ 
ficiality  as  well  as  inattentiveness, 
Luhrmann  makes  the  action,  glitz,  music, 
and  color  unstoppable.  Eventually  one’s 
eye  becomes  tired  of  this  constant  activ¬ 
ity.  Luhrmann  never  allows  his  audience 
to  rest,  to  absorb  the  passing  events  and 
allow  the  emotions  to  penetrate.  There  is 
no  time  -  the  pace  is  too  quick. 

Luhrmann’s  final  fault  is  in  his 
obsessive,  literal  translation  of 
Shakespeare’s  text.  What  few  words  of 
dialogue  he  actually  encourages  us  to 
listen  to,  he  feels  necessary  to  explain  in 
unnecessary  detail  by  fabricating  answers. 
An  example  of  this  is  the  naming  of  each 
gun  that  the  characters  refer  to  in  the 
dialogue;  when  Tybalt  speaks  of  slaying 
Romeo  dead  with  his  “dagger,”  the  fol¬ 
lowing  shot  is  of  a  close-up  of  Tybalt’s 
revolver,  with  a  label  on  it  reading  “Dag¬ 
ger.”  Details  such  as  this  repeat  them¬ 
selves  throughout  the  film  and  suggest 
that  we  may  be  such  morons  as  to  be 
incapable  of  handling  any  sort  of  ambigu¬ 
ity  from  Shakespeare’s  texttoLuhrmann’s 
screen.  This  exemplifies  Luhrmann’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  de-intellectualize  Shakespeare 
in  order  to  appeal  to  what  he  thinks  would 
interest  teenagers  and  today’s  youth.  Baz 
Luhrmann’s  film  is  an  interpretation  that 
erases  the  profoundness  of  Shakespeare 
and  asks  us  not  to  think,  for  reasons  based 
on  society’s  stereotype  of  the  general 
moviegoer:  the  teenager  who  prefers  not 
to  think. 


emotions  are  omnipresent  today.  They 


able  to  free  the  11 

language  and  The  production  was  true  to  the  way 

leave  it  open  to  Shakespeare  might  create  it  today  . . .  and 

modem  view-  luhrmann  brings  it  down  to  our  level  and 

ers.  The  lan-  /gfS  us  understand  it. 
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Shakespeare's  verse  comes  to  mean  nothing  as 
Luhrmann  illustrates  the  story  by  appealing  to  the 
audience's  visual  senses. 


Artwork  by  SeeVon  Chau,  I 
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Michael  Collins  Review 


By  Zoe  Liou,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Disclaimer:  Michael  Collins  has  sparked  much  de¬ 
bate  in  the  media  and  elsewhere  regarding  the  accu¬ 
racy  with  which  it  depicts  persons  and  events.  Wish¬ 
ing  to  leave  this  debate  to  the  historians,  I  have  not 
feigned  historical  scholarship  by  discussing  its  va¬ 
grancies  from  fact,  but  have  reviewed  it  as  /  would 
any  other  movie.  Being  an  Irish-American  myself,  / 
realize  that  this  may  offend  some,  but  I  also  suspect 
that  the  offense  would  be  greater  should  I  overstep 
my  boundaries  as  a  movie  critic. 

The  opening  scene  is  unsentimental.  In  the 
course  of  the  Easter  Rising  of  19 1 6,  Dublin’s  General 
Post  Office  is  demolished;  the  “terrible  beauty”  de¬ 
scribed  and  immortalized  by  Yeats  is  bom. 

Liam  Neeson  excels  in  the  title  role , 
bringing  depth  and  humanity  to  his 
portrayal  of  his  equivocal  character. 

Of  course,  the  Easter  Rising  was  calami¬ 
tous,  and  the  next  scene  shows  its  leaders 
(MacDonagh,  Connolly,  Pearse,  and  company)  be¬ 
ing  taken  to  be  killed  by  a  firing  squad.  Michael 
Collins,  a  young  Irish  rebel,  watches,  controlling  his 
rage  and  saving  it  for  “next  time.” 

It  has  probably  become  apparent  to  my 
readers  that  I  refer  to  director  Neil  Jordan’s  much 
anticipated  Michael  Collins,  the  story  of  the  West 
Cork-bom  revolutionary  who  was  instrumental  in 
negotiating  the  treaty  that  resulted  in  the  partition  of 
the  North  and  South  of  Ireland.  The  film,  which  has 
been  given  a  very  lenient  rating  in  notoriously  strin¬ 
gent  Ireland  so  that  it  may  be  seen  by  schoolchildren, 
is,  overall,  good  cinema.-  ' 

The  film  follows  Collins  (Liam  Neeson) 
and  his  career  from  that  dark  day  in  1916.  As  the 
secret  Irish  government’s  Cabinet  Minister  in  charge 
of  “general  mayhem,”  he  masterminds  the  revolution 
with  the  help  of  his  best  friend  and  right-hand  man, 
Harry  Boland  (Aidan  Quinn). 

Ned  Broy  (Stephen  Rea),  a  republican  sym¬ 
pathizer  and  Royal  Irish  Constabulatory  officer,  be¬ 
comes  a  key  ally  of  Collins.  Collins  uses  information 
supplied  by  Broy  to  direct  the  elimination  of  Belfast 
RIC  men  sent  to  Dublin  to  crush  the  rebellion  which 
has  by  now  become  an  anarchic  war. 


Meanwhile,  Collins  and  Boland  meet  Kitty 
Kieman  (Julia  Roberts),  and  vie  for  her  attention  as 
they  fight  for  Irish  freedom.  The  two  remain  friends 
even  after  Kieman  and  Collins  become  engaged, 
though  some  envy  seems  to  lurk  beneath  the  surface 
of  their  camaraderie. 

The  British  finally  call  for  peace  negotia¬ 
tions,  and  Irish  president  Eamon  De  Valera  (a  won¬ 
derfully  stem  and  calculating  Alan  Rickman)  ap¬ 
points  Collins  as  Ireland’s  representative.  When 
Collins  returns,  he  has  negotiated  a  free  state  that 
must  swear  allegiance  to  the  Crown  rather  than  a 
Republic.  De  Valera  explodes  in  anger  and  storms 
out  of  the  Mansion  house  with  others — including 
Harry  Boland — who  feel  that  Collins  has  been  a 
traitor.  Collins  and  his  supporters  maintain  that  the 
com  prom  ise  in  the  treaty  is  merely  a  “stepping  stone” 
meant  to  achieve  some  semblanceof  peace  and  to  end 
the  war.  Furthermore,  they  claim  that  De  Valera 
knew  that  no  Republic  could  be  negotiated,  and  sent 
Collins  so  that  the  president  would  not  be  held  for  the 
disappointing  compromise. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  greatest  tragedies 
occur.  Civil  war  breaks  out  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  conflict,  and  families  and  friends  becomedivided 
by  politics.  Collins’  men  kill  Harry  Boland  by  acci¬ 
dent  and,  as  Collins  remarks  in  anguish  when  he 
hears  the  news,  “His  last  words  were,  ‘Have  they  got 
Mick  Collins  yet?”’ 

Michael  Collins  himself  comes  to  a  terrible 
end;  he  is  assassinated  by  republicans  made  angry  by 
the  treaty,  in  the  idyllic  green  hills  of  County  Cork. 
Ironically,  he  is  shot  while  on  his  way  to  speak,  and 
possibly  reconcile,  with  De  Valera.  The  day  of  his 
death  was  also  to  be  the  31 -year-old’s  wedding  day. 

Liam  Neeson  excels  in  the  title  role,  bring¬ 
ing  depth  and  humanity  to  his  portrayal  of  his  equivo¬ 
cal  character.  As  Collins,  he  conveys  a  sense  of 
remorse  for  the  violence  of  the  actions  that  he  consid¬ 
ers  necessary  for  national  liberation.  Simultaneously 
ruthless  and  compassionate,  he  is  a  fascinating  char¬ 
acter. 

Michael  Collins  leaves  little  to  be  desired  in 
terms  of  the  sheer  magnitude  of  the  visual  effects, 
which  are  quite  impressive.  Despite  the  profusion  of 
violence  (which  was  actually  not  as  graphic  as  that  in 
many  similarly  rated  American  films),  it  is  well- 
made  and  entertaining.  Though  the  facts  are  often 
distorted,  the  movie  does  not  fail  to  express  the 
tragedy  which  has  cast  a  shadow  on  Irish  history  for 
centuries. 


"Razorblade"  Rocks 


By  Amelia  Aubourg,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Bush’s  second  release,  “Razorblade  Suit¬ 
case,”  came  out  on  November  19th  in  stores  every¬ 
where.  This  was  their  second  album  from  their  debut 
album,  “Sixteen  Stone.”  The  album  by  the  English 
band  was  produced  by  Steve  Albini,  who  also  pro¬ 
duced  Nirvana’s  second  album  “In  Utero.”  The  band 
is  composed  of  four  male  individuals  who  play 
guitar,  bass  guitar,  drums  and  lead  vocals.  The 
album’s  name  comes  from  a  line  of  a  song  on  the 
album  called  "Synapse". 

The  songs  on  this  new  album  are  about  life’s 
mysteries;  love,  hate,  sadness,  anger  and  pain.  The 
lyrics  of  the  songs  on  the  al  bum  ha  ve  a  scries  of  tones 
ranging  from  romantic  to  dark  and  depressing.  A  lot 


of  songs,  like  "Synapse,"  "Bonedriven,"  and  "Swal¬ 
lowed,"  their  first  release  from  the  album,  demon¬ 
strate  a  style  of  slow  and  steady  guitar  and  drum  beats 
which  work  up  to  a  fast  paced  chorus.  Things  to 
expect  from  listening  to  this  album  are  lots  of  guitar 
solos  and  excessive-anger-filled  singing  from  Gavin 
Rossdale,  and  fast,  heavy  choruses. 

In  comparison  to  their  first  album,  "Sixteen 
Stone,"  "Razorblade  Suitcase"  is  a  hypnotic,  trippy, 
ride  of  rhythms  and  beats  presented  by  Bush.  Their 
second  attempt  is  good  but  deserves  no  cigar.  Their 
beats  are  inventive  and  new,  but  with  the  excessive 
energy  of  the  lead  vocals  loud  voice,  it  takes  one’s 
mind  away  from  the  music.  All  in  all,  the  album  is 
highly  recommended  for  those  who  loved  the  first 
album  "Sixteen  Stone"  and  for  those  who  love  Bush. 


Arts  Spotlight 


By  Ingrid  Liff,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Sitting  at  a  computer  with  Adrienne’s  resume  in 
front  of  me  scribbled  all  over  the  page,  it  seems  impossible 
to  pick  out  her  weak  spots  when  it  comes  to  the  arts.  She  has 
none!  Adrienne  Campbell-Holt  has  done  everything  in  the 
arts:  from  the  theater  to  ballet,  from  art  class  to  flute  class. 
Speaking  of  well  rounded,  let  me  tell  you! 

When  Adrienne  was  young  her  dream  was  to  be  a 
ballerina.  From  the  young  age  of  four,  Adrienne  studied 
with  the  Boston  Ballet.  She  was  fulfilling  her  dream  when 
she  aggravated  a  chronic  hip  condition  by  overexerting 
herself  as  a  result  of  dancing  too  much  last  year,  and 
unfortunately  she  may  never  be  able  to  dance  intensively 
again.  She  was  devastated.  Since  the  injury,  she  has  had 
surgery  twice — the  first  being  unsuccessful,  although  time 
passed  before  the  doctors  were  sure.  After  her  hip  injury, 
Adrienne  kept  her  hand  in  the  world  of  dance  by  choreo¬ 
graphing  pieces  for  the  Boston  Ballet — one  of  these  pieces, 
an  original  score,  was  written  by  Warren  Bronson.  Adrienne 
has  also  done  a  choreographing  project  with  Mel  Tomlinson 
of  the  New  York  City  Ballet. 

After  the  injury,  Adrienne  turned  from  the  world 
of  dance  toward  that  of  theater.  Adrienne’s  theater  debut 
was  in  a  Stephen  King  horror  film  when  she  was  younger. 
At  school,  she  was  on  the  stage  crew  of  Centre  Stage’s 
production  of  Our  Town  ,  and  then  went  on  to  play  the  role 
of  Mary  in  Vanities.  Last  spring,  Adrienne  performed  the 
role  of  Rosemary  Sidney  in  Center  Stage’s  Picnic.  Along 
with  devoting  much  of  her  time  to  theater  at  BLS,  Adrienne 
was  also  involved  in  Drama  as  Discovery,  a  program  run  for 
students  at  the  Huntington  Theater.  From  Drama  as 
Discovery,  Adrienne  got  involved  in  a  peformance  group 
called  The  Young  Griog  Ensemble  affiliated  with  Coming 
Up  Strong,  which  she  continues  to  participate  in.  Adrienne 
performed  in  an  independent  film  called  “Above  Ground” 
last  spring  done  by  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art.  Over 
the  summer  she  spent  a  month  in  California,  involved  in  a 
camp  run  by  the  Old  Globe  Theater,  a  professional  theater 
in  San  Diego,  called  Camp  Orbit.  Adrienne’s  interest  in 
theater  persists  and  she  hopes  to  continue  acting  in  the 
future. 

Along  with  her  dance  and  theater  programs, 
Adrienne  has  continued  to  play  the  flute  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  as  well  as  at  the  Community  Music  Center  in 
the  South  End.  In  the  spring  of  1995,  Adrienne  took  a 
photography  class  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Boston. 

In  January  of  this  coming  year,  Adrienne  will  be 
off  to  New  Y  ork  City  to  be  involved  in  a  new  program  called 
City  Term.  In  this  program,  Adrienne  will  intern  in  a  career 
she  believes  she  may  later  pursue,  while  also  being  tutored 
in  all  of  her  subjects.  She  and  the  rest  of  the  group,  about 
thirty  other  teenagers,  will  live  at  a  boarding  school  just 
outside  New  York  City  and  commute  to  their  internships. 
Adrienne  will  return  to  complete  her  senior  year  at  Latin  and 
graduate  with  her  class  next  year.  I  wish  her  the  bestofluck! 
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J.V.  Girls  Soccer  Hockey  Preview 


By  Shannon  Carthas,  III 
Staff  Writer 


This  year,  the  girls’  J.V.  soccer 
team  had  an  unbelievable  season.  With  a 
record  of  10-3-5,  this  was  good  enough  to 
be  the  best  of  all  of  the  fall  sports  at  Latin. 

The  team  improved  100  percent 
from  last  year,  especially  with  seven  new 
players  on  the  team.  The  awesome  front 
line  of  forwards  -  Anna  Haritos,  Jackie 
Coffey,  and  Kim  Roche  -  did  an  incred¬ 
ible  job  getting  the  ball  in  the  net.  They 
couldn’t  have  done  it  without  the  help 
they  received  from  our  highly-skilled  mid 
fielders:  Holly  Brideau,  Nikki  Gcorgcs- 
Clapp  and  Rachel  Cotton.  Laura  Tobias, 
another  mid-fielder,  kept  the  team  alive, 
scoring  more  than  half  of  the  team’s  goals 
by  using  her  outstanding  ball  handling 
skills. 

The  defensive  squad  -  Lauren 
Rodriguez,  Lisa  Courtney,  Shannon 
Carthas  and  Bridget  Cody  -  did  an  incred¬ 
ible  job  of  keeping  the  ball  out  of  their 
own  end  and  protecting  the  net.  Sweeper, 
Liz  Maher,  has  other  teams  afraid  to  try  to 
score  with  her  awesome  aggressiveness. 
Also,  Barbara  Regan  and  Amy  Cochran 
make  sure  the  opposing  teams  aren  ’  t  given 
a  chance  to  score  by  clearing  the  ball  with 
their  huge  kicks  and  long  throw-ins. 

Kelly  Alpert-Vest,  the  team’s 


TEDESCHI=AGRICOLA 

TEDESCHI=AGRICOLA 

TEDESCHI=AGRICOLA 

TEDESCHI=AGRICOLA 

TEDESCHI=AGRICOLA 

I  raise  my  hand  in  class  to  exhibit  the 
perfect  uselessness  of  knowing  the 
answer  to  the  wrong  question.  Trung’s 
Proverb 


<:XMAS-ANNA,BI 

AROIM3nD3AMMY3AN1JELSANDY3AIJ 
YEE.SHU  YING, TERESA, THU 

LITTLE  LUCY  IN  THE  SKY, AND  TO 
EVERYONE  ELSE  IN  BLS  AND  THE 
WHOLE  WIDE  WORLD!!  LOVE 
AND  PEACEJMORA 

ALL  HAIL  THE  YMCA!  The  Mission 
WILL  be  accomplished.  CHOP  C  H 
O  P  -  7  and  growing 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  DA32. 

BILL  IS  TIGHT  FROM  TONE  C. 

QUEEN-NOT  ONLY  THAT  BUT 
HE’S 

TALL, DARK.HANDSOME, AND  I 
LOVE  HIM 

LOVE  LAUREN  AND  MATT 

MERRY  XMAS  TO  The  F&BClick,my 
BABY  Ashli,  PEP  SQUAD  and  the 
Class  of  97 


new  coach  this  year,  works  the  team  hard 
at  practices,  ensuring  a  winning  season. 
She  wants  this  team  to  try  their  hardest, 
and  to  wok  together  -  the  winning  she 
says,  will  come  as  a  result.  She  thinks  the 
team  has  the  ability  to  beat  every  team  in 
the  Dual  County  League,  and  with 
Catherine  Norton,  Lauren  Hurley,  and 
Neala  Brown  demonstrating  their  passing 
skills  during  the  games;  the  team  is  sure  to 
win.  Karen  Rautenberg  and  Rose  Costello 
are  two  new  additions  to  the  team  this 
year,  and  are  doing  great. 

The  one  person  who  the  team 
couldn’t  win  without  is  Bridget  Conneelly. 
She  is  the  team ’s  goalie,  and  is  like  a  brick 
wall;  nothing  gets  past  her.  She’s  an  im¬ 
portant  asset  to  the  team. 

Acton-Boxboro,  one  of  the  most 
agile  and  aggressive  teams  in  the  league, 
was  the  toughest  match-up  for  the  team. 
They  did  manage  to  come  away  with  one 
tie  -  quite  an  accomplishment.  North 
Quincy,  an  out-of-league  opponent,  was 
no  threat  for  the  Lady  Wolfpack,  for  they 
easily  beat  them  by  more  then  three  goals. 

To  think,  two  years  ago,  the  girls’ 
soccer  program  won  its  first  game  in  over 
ten  years.  Today,  the  Junior  Varsity  team 
has  suffered  only  three  losses.  In  the  up¬ 
coming  years,  the  Latin  girls’  soccer  team 
is  sure  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  Dual 
County  League. 


By  Keith  McCulley,  I 
Staff  writer 


Boston  Latin’s  hockey  team 
looks  to  have  another  strong  season  this 
year,  possibly  its  best  since  the  ‘92- ’93 
season.  Despite  the  loss  of  several  gradu¬ 
ates,  including  goalie  Mike  McCarthy  and 
Scott  Chiardonna,  and  senior  Kevin 
Roche,  the  team  should  be  a  contender. 
The  team  is  led  by  a  strong  senior  class. 
Mike  “The  Flying  Meatball”  D’Amelio 
will  use  his  speed  and  super  skills  to 
provide  the  offense  along  with  Don  Bailey , 
“The  Notorious  Donny  B”  and  “Silly 
Willy”  B  letzer.  On  defense,  the  Wolfpack 
is  led  by  the  brute  strength  of  Jim  ‘The 
Bear”  Mahoney  and  the  booming  slapshot 
of  of  Jim  “Fizzle"  Hennesey.  Also  impor¬ 
tant  are  the  versatile  skills  of  “The  Bishop” 
Chief  Martin  (a.k.a.  Darth  Vader),  who 
provides  spiritual  support  for  the  team. 

Underclassmen  will  also  play  a 
key  role  in  the  team’s  success.  James 
“The  Rabbi  Pimp  Daddy”  S  lotnick,  Chris 
’’The  Cucumber”  Swain  and  Sean  “The 
Elk”  Wyatt,  all  juniors,  should  add  to  the 
offense.  Sophomores  Brian  Norton,  Jon 
Kearns,  and  Ryan  Sweeney  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  step  up  their  play  too.  The 
goalie  position,  which  could  be  the  one 
weak  spot  on  the  team,  is  still  undecided. 

The  first  games  will  be  in  De¬ 
cember,  so  go  out  and  support  the  team. 


Holiday  Messages 


-JAY 

Merry  Xmas  2  all  JAC  &  JCC  members 
&  2  all  my  friends  U  know  who  you 
are! 

Don’t  miss  me  too  much 

Freaky  uncle  cannot  kick  your  organs 
unprepared.  But  it  totally  can  happen. 
-Trung  D 

2  RAT,  Lita,  MonkeyBoy,  Squeak, 
Twin,  Mouse,  and  the  rest  of  U:  Chill, 
luv  u  guys.  Merry  Xmas! 

Dumbo 

DEAR  MAT  Gals,  MenryX-Mas!  I 
know  this  YR  is  hard. We’ll  get  through 
it!  Think  LUV  HAPPY  THOUGHTS! 
Flower 

Happy  Holidays  to  all  my  friends  in 
Class  III!  Luv,  April 


HEY!  YU,  VIV,  WAI,  JENN,  NANCY, 
SANDY,  MAY,  DANI,  ALICIA, 
JOSIE,  ROSIE,  HENRY,  SING, 
KENNY,  CHI,  ALBERT,  SHING, 
JIMMY:  SING  DAN  FIE  LOK! ! ! !  SUN 
NIAN  CHUN  BOE!!! 

LOVE,  WING 

MERRY  X-MAS  &  HAPPY  NEW 
YEAR  TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS!!— 
ALFA.  LOVE  YOU  ANNA, JANI, AND 
ALISA!! 

SMILES  TO:  VIV  NANCY  WING 
SANDRA  LIUS  AAA  ROSIE  EDWINA 
THE  012  GANG  ETAL 

LOVE  DANI 

ALTOIDS  ALTOIDS  ALTOIDS 
ALTOIDS  ALTOIDS  ALTOIDS 
ALTOIDS  ALTOIDS 
I  LOVE  YOU  CHRIS 


Norman  and  Jamie  from  1996-2??? 

LAURA,  LIZ,  APRIL,  NAY,  JENNY, 
ELAINE,  DAISY,  LINDA,  VAL  & 
M.A.T.  LUV.THANX  &  KISSES  - 
MAY  P.  S.  GOT  “CANDY?”  SHH! 

MERRY  XMAS  DIXIE,  BRINA  AND 
JACK  DH  LOVE  CRACKPOT 

MBLMG  MBLMG  MBLMG  MBLMG 
MBLMG  MBLMG  MBLMG  MBLMG 
MBLMG  MBLMG 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS!!  DANI, 
LINJR,  VIV,  WING,  WAI,  ROSIE,  ET, 
MAY,  JOCIE,  ALICIA,  AND  ALL 
THE  GUYS  (OOPS,  GIRLS)  LUV 
SK 

MERRY  X-MAS  AND  HAPPY  NEW 
YEAR  TO  VIV  ROSIE  NANCY 
SANDRA  WING  &  EVERYONE 
ELSE!!!  MORE  ALTOIDS 
PLEASE!!! 

EDWINA 


Aqua 

Optimists 

By  Charles  Arris,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


“Attention!  There  will  be  no  bus 
to  take  the  boys  swim  team  to  the  Murphy 
School  today,  but  there  will  be  a  bus  to 
take  you  home.”  Sound  Familiar?  Aside 
from  not  having  a  bus,  the  boys  swim 
team  is  off  to  a  good  start  this  year.  Al¬ 
though  known  for  its  less  than  perfect 
record  and  few  members,  things  are  look¬ 
ing  up  for  the  team  this  season.  Under 
leadership  of  coach  Bruce  Conley  and 
senior  captains  Juan  Tapia  and  Matt 
Chardovoyne,  the  team  is  proving  to  be 
strong  and  dedicated.  Also,  the  team  has 
been  blessed  by  new  and  experienced 
swimmers.  The  team  practices  every  day 
after  school  from  December  to  early  Feb¬ 
ruary  at  the  Murphy  School  in  Neponset. 
Although  the  team  does  not  look  as  good 
as  the  girls  team  does,  they  still  expect  to 
see  lots  of  Wolfpack  support  at  their  home 
meets,  which  are  also  held  at  the  Murphy 
School.  The  team  is  looking  forward  to  a 
good  season  and  the  rest  of  the  student 
body  should  also  do  the  same.  Although 
rarely  talked  about  or  heard  of,  the  boys 
swim  team  season  is  well  underway  and 
the  guys  are  filled  with  hopes  of,  in  the 
words  of  Coach  Conley,  “some  wins  and 
some  close  ones,  and  some  surprises!” 


TO  ALL  THE  MUCKY  MUCKS  AND 
MUCKY  MUCKIES!!  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!!  LOVE,  MUCK 
MUCK 

Want  to  wish  everyone  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  wish  Jessica  a  Happy 
Birthday  on  Dec.  23! 

Dezhen 

I  LOVE  YOU  ALFA! 

BOSTON  LATIN  BOYS  VOLLEY¬ 
BALL  REPRESENT  SUP,  SUP  TO 
MY  CREW:  VIV,  JEN,  WC,  G,  KO, 
AND  TIGHT  MAN  TA  (HING) 

«<«««<»»»»» 

Lily,  Amy,  Betty,  Lisa,  Jen,  &  Cecelia 
:-)  Merry  =)  X-mas  Luv  Ya  All  May 
«««««»»»»» 

******************** 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  THE 
ANIMAL  KINGDOM  FROM 

SQUEAK  =)=) 
******************** 


WHAT  UP  FROM  THE  HOOD  TO 
GHETTO  HEIDI  KATE  VICTHETIC 
NICK  ANDY  &  MATT  MERRY 
XMAS  &  LOVE  TO  ALL  D 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO 
THE  WOMEN  STALKERS 
-Zimmy- 
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More  Holiday  Messages 


I  wish  I  could  be  on  a  tropical  island!]. 

a  bum 

Star  Trek  Rules!!!!! 

To  certain  drunken-dingdong-beans. 
Merry  X-Mas  Ooga!  Booga!  Ribbit!  To 
be  or  not  to  be,  that  is  the- 

The  evolution  of  Tyler  Talk 
1  .Turkey  Is  On  The  Podium 

2. RUNAKANORA 

3. RICONOBRONOA 

4. DARCY 

5. NEWWAVE — INGRINGLE 

6. CREDIT  UNHERALD 

7. FLIZBIN 

8  .RE  AFORTUNE 
9.RAIN  OF  UNFORTUNER 
MERRY  XMAS  PISTOLS  EA 

THE  OLD  MAN  IS  TIGHT  HE  HAS 
NO  MIGHT  HE  CANNOT  FIGHT 
HIS  HOUSE  GETS  RUCKESED  AT 
NIGHT  — MC 

What’s  up  to  all  the  original  members 
of  the  32  crew! !  THE  OLD  MAN  IS 
TIGHT  — G$ 

Merry  Christmas — AP,SF 
RM  JB,DR,AD,LM,NM,SV  JH,32 
CREW,LC,CTJTT, 025  .GRANDPA 
ANINY,BP,MCJP,UGO+SH! 

— VICKY 

HAPPY  HOLI  DAYS  TO 
EVERYONE!!!  I  LOVE  YOU, 
PETER!!! 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  TO  THE  CREW, 
ESPECIALLY  K.P.  AND  M.D.  AND 
THE  CLIQUE  AND  TO  EVERYONE 
ELSE 

SBM:  LOOKING  FOR  A  YOUNG 
RESPONSIBLE  SF  FOR  FUN  IN  THE 
SUN  AND  TO  ENJOY  THE  WON¬ 
DERS  OF  LIFE. 

HIGH  HELLO!!!  SWF 4 
COMPANIONSHIP  AND  LOTS  OF 
LOVE.  HOBBIES:  WATCHING 
LEO’S  TIES,  CHILLIN’  W/  CAPT.  AL 

Free  Mumia! 

To  KP,  Sis,  +Jean  ValJean 
Luv,  Marius 

To  MO.  Luv,  Mia 
To  LT.  Luv,  MD 
To  Aweepee.  Luv,  Maweepee 

To  all  the  gals.  You  know  who  you  are! 
Luv,  Maria 

Merry  Christmas  to  the  whole  crew, 
especially  Andrew! 

Luv  you  all!  -Maria 

Foley  hasn’t  guessed  his  gift  yet! 

Kevin  must  wait  awhile! 

Ha,  ha,  happy  Christmas! 


To:  A  Pisces  in  301 
From:  ??? 

Das  Ende! 

To:  A  “person”  on  IF 
From:  ??? 

Das  Ende! 

To:  ??? 

From:  A  maniac  on  IF 
Das  Ende! 

To  he  who  thinks  the  blender  is  funny: 
12317731778312  1773. 

17’77  871777845  83 
117  1779  438127  =)  36 

Hi  there!  Greetings  from  Bob  and 
Heidi!  Just  kidding  you  guys. 

-Rosie 

McriKrismas  2  E’vryone!  Hi  Betty  Nara 
May  Rosie  Maria  Lisa  -May  ’97  Bfilled 
w/  many  corns  &  legs!  Luv  y’all  - 
Lita 

CLASS  OF  1998  RULES! 

HI  BUDS!  Viv,  Wing,  Nancy,  Sandra, 
Ed,  Lily,  Maria,  Karlo,  Danni,  Betty, 
May,  Wai,  &  everyone  else,  too! 

Rosie 

TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS  MERRY  X- 
MAS: 

JC+LC+SC+JH+NK+LL+ML+RL+VL 

+CM 

+MM+TM+TYM+NP+CS+DV+YW+JY 
LUV  YA  ALL  BL 

HI  TO  ALL  THE  “DAWGS” 
WADDUP?  MERRY  CHRISTMAS!!! 
ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  “JUNIOR 
GIRLS”:  LINH  TA  CUT  YOUR  HAIR! 
-Viv 

Happy  Holidays  Swim  Team  this  is 
your  CAP’N  and  Happy  Holidays  to  all 
the  mad  phat  people  out  there 

Hello  my  friends.  Have  an  absolutely 
SMASHING  Christmas!  I  love  you  all. 
Have  heart.  LOVE  VICKI 

Hey  CYBERBOY! 

Don’tForgctMeOver  VACATION! 

Havea  @>-> - 

GuessWhoTaughtMeThatOne. 

-CYBERGIRL 

Merry  Christmas!!!!  ...  That’s  all  I  have 
to  say...  La  La  La  La  La  LA  LA  LA 
LAALA  LA  LA  LA  LA  LA 

Wednesday  is  always  comic  book  day. 

To  Maz!  Denial  is  the  first  sign  of  a 
problem,  ‘fess  up!  Notice  I  didn’t  say  a 
word  about  it.:-) 

M  X-Mas  to: 

D!  From  Helen  (Class  of  ’97!) 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO 
STINKYJ9ORATHUJYENP0CKETERESA, 
YVONNE, ASJADOLL.LESLIE, VICKI, 
RAINA  LOVEDAWNE 

Genny:  Happy  Fifth  Anniversary, 

Love  Mike  (19th) 

To  all,  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Year 

Merry  Christmas  to  my  sunshine 
Love,  Jonathan 

Merry  X-MAS  to  the  class  of  97  &  to 
the  S-Teamesub-Teams  of.  All  Hail 
Slash  &  Ozzy!  FROM 
PSHYCHOWOMAN 

Whadup  to  all  my  homey-skittles,and  a 
memo  to  the  olz  crew  (you  too  ‘sheena) 
Feel  the  Flame  Forever... 

To  Christina  KK  TM  CS  BM  EB  SH  JS 
DL  JT  PS  PK  JO  KM  MM  ER  SJ  RB 
JN  DA  MC  TG  BF  CH  EM  IM  LUV  U 
Jacki 

Happy  Holidays  to  all  you  guys!  Luv 
KM  PS  MO-You  are  so  ghetto!  Trish- 
NICE  MUSTANG!!)  -congrats!! 

Happy  Holidays  to  the  entire  senior 
class.  And  a  big  congratulations  for 
making  it  this  far-Andrea- 

TO  A.K.  -Had  fun!  Lets  do  it  again 
sometime! 

To  all  my  buddies!  U  NO  WHO  U  R! 

TK  DL  JS  PS  JT  BF  ETC.  LUV  U 
ALL!  YOUR  SILENT  FRIEND, 
KENNY!  1997 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND 
HAPPY  1997  TO:  KS  JO  KM  AZ  MM 
EER  DL  JS  JT  PS  PS  BK  KH  AND 
KATIE  KING!!  LUV.TK 

TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS  n  stuff:  You  all 
rule!Cuz  youre  there  but  not  here.  Oh 
Yeah  WE  RULE!!  LUV  Jacki 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL 
MYPEOPLES  JOYCE, TIHA/iSH  JANICE 
.STEVENSON  JESS  ICAJ^AAUREN  AND 
MYAFPCLASS-NAKIA.J. 

JANIN,  Yo  amo  el  panadero 
Felicidades  y  buena  suerte  en  el  ano 
nueve  con  amor  -ME 

Merry  Christmas  to  all  the  dawgs  and 
junior  dawgs  out  there  love  Mo-da wg 
Y’ALL  ARE  GHETTO! 

Happy  Holidays  to  real  friends  and 
triple  time  snaps  and  semi-dresses  I 
love  you  all-MO 

Merry  Christmas  Kristin  Trish  Leen 
Jamie  Ken  Dave  Juan  Avi  Raina  Janin 
Pat  Christy  LOVE  y’all  MO 


AND  EVERYONE  I . forgot.  I  love 

Y’all  I’m  gonna  miss  ya!  Have  a  great 
X-MAS  love  Maura 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  TO  THE  CAST 
AND  CREW  OF  A  STREETCAR 
NAMED  DESIRE  —  ALL  MY  LOVE 
AND  SUPPORT  Ursula 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS!!  JF,  PS,  JM, 
KM,  DB,  RL,  DS,  KY,  CS,  SM,  ZP, 
AZ,  and  a  happy  new  year! 

I  Love  You  “Annabel  Lee”  girl!  From: 
Take  A  Wild  Guess  (R) 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  MY 
FRIENDS  ESPECIALLY  THE  ONES 
NAMED  AFTER  CARTOON 
CHARACTERS!  Y’ALL  ARE  THE 
BEST!  LOVE  YA  ALL! 

-KASPAR  SUSHI  GIRL 

Tommy  Jai,  Jo-E,  Zimmy  Boy:  Hello! 
Have  a  Happy  Holiday.  PEACE!  WS 
Ruiz!  Love,  Rita. 

HOLDUP!  BIG  UPS  TO  THE  FINER 
THINGS  IN  LIFE:  LIL  P,  SMELLI, 
BERT  &  ERNIE 
YES’MASALAMALAKIM 
-FARPH 

GET  OFF  THE  WALL!  JOE-K?  NINA 
WHO?  JOE  LOVES  ALEX!  NKOTB 
&  LFO  ARE  DA  BOMB  KEEP 
KEEPIN  ON  -ALEX  MAC 

HOLD  UP!  Smelli  Bert  Farph  Ernie: 
You  got  the  flava.  Fact  the  music 
fellas!  Keep  on  Smilin’  LUV-Lil’P 

Angelika  &  Apu-I  luv  u  guys!!  KELP 
rocks  JORDAN  loves  me!  Nina  Who? 
Evil-Whal?  Da  Boys  4-eva! 

-Amy 

HOLD  UP!  Lil’P,  Ernie,  Bert,  m  Farph- 
Kecp  on  smilin!  Joe  luvs  ME!  JCrew  is 
da  bomb!  KEVIN  rocks!  Luv,  DaniL 

Andy  is  dandy! 

Merry  X-mas,  ATF! 

FIBERGLASS  FIBERGLASS 
FIBERGLASS  FIBERGLASS 
FIBERGLASS  FIBERGLASS 
FIBERGLASS  FIBERGLASS 
-DIPSY  DOODLE 

TO  MY  FRIENDS:  HAVE  FUN  & 
ENJOY  VACATION!  TO  FYX  AND 
HL:  KEROPPI  NO  LIKE  CHEEK¬ 
PULLING! 

ANOTHER  WEIRD  CHILD 

TO  OUR  FANTASTIC  HEIR,  KEVIN 
MULLEN:  HAVE  A  HOLLY  JOLLY 
CHRISTMAS!  FROM,  DOROTHY 
AND  SARAH  AND  JOHN 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  YOU 
SAVT  MEMBERS  OUT  THERE!!! 

DK 


December  1 996 

on  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 


'AStrcctcar 

l\a met(  J)esirc' 
opens  in  1947 


? 


cjo^ce 

cimahiyeroBo 


10 


q3-q)a^: 

ejenn  Sorofco 

eWorld 

ATDS 


CJ3-<Da^: 
(K^m6erfy 
tjufasfcy 


q3-q>ys: 

^Patrick 

Qanfictd, 

CEtten 


CB'1)a?: 

Wefen 

0atzos 


cJud\vig  van 
<-  j^cetfiown  ^3  day 


Last  day  of 
school  in 
19961! 
Christmas 
Concert 

20 


Gfad^mir 

Rentier 

21 


q3-©ays: 
£>Qittfiew  A 
stodge, 
e^efiofas 
gmitFi 

22 


(Eileen 


s^oonc^ 


1 1 


23 


Hi 


honorary 

efisa  oJ"o6ias 

(25th) 


Christmas 


JAP  A* 
BOiMB# 
P^ARI 
II^BOR 

7 


"¥ves 

Safomon 

I 

1 1 


?  mx 

MUHm* 


1 


tfi 

▼ 

14 


Three  More 
Days  of 
School  in 
1996!! 


Two  More 
Days  of 
School  in 
1996!! 


foxing  c£)ay 

IS! 


cB"(Da^ 

cJa^for 

(^acfcfen 


u# 

DECLARE# 
WAR  OH 

lAiaHpsS 


q^an 

<J)onovan 


q3-q)ays: 
3»am  (gayer, 
e^egfian 
g^ofey 


1  2 

3  4  5  6  7  3  9 

10  11  12  13  14  15  16 

17  18  19  20  21  22  23 

21  25  26  27  28  29  30 


12  3  4 
5  6  7  8  9  10  11 
12  13  14  15  16  17  18 
19  23  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28  29  30  31 


November 


January 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  December  1996 


Happy  Holidays! 

January  1997 
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Coming  Newt  Issue  .  .  . 

•  Faces  at  BLS:  Meet  Some 
Dedicated  Uolunteers 

•  Sports:  Girls  Hockey 
Team,  Boys  Hockey  Team, 
Indoor  Track,  Basketball 

•  H  Streetcar  Named  Desire 

•  BLS'  Competition  Play  for 
the  Drama  Festiual 

•  The  New  Rcapella  Chorus 

•  The  Dress  Code  Debate 


Congratulations . . . 


To  the  Debate  Team  at  Newburgh  Free  Academy  last  weekend  Lauren 
McDonough  finished  3rd  in  a  field  of  7. 

To  the  Seniors  for  their  16-6  victory  over  the  Juniors  in  the  Annual  Powder 
Puff  Bowl. 

To  the  Debate  Team-Lauren  McDonough  finished  9th  at  Manchester  High  last 
weekend.  Lauren  McDonough  was  5th  place  speaker. 

To  the  Dorothy  Howard  (Class  I)  for  having  her  art  selected  for  exhibition  at 
the  Wang  Center.  50  students'  works  were  selected  from  the  Greater  Boston 
and  the  surrounding  areas. 

To  the  Debate  Team-last  weekend  at  Lexington  High  School,  Andrea  Haney 
(II)  went  undefeated  and  won  the  tournament. 

To  Adam  Sood  and  Dan  Restuccia  who  have  been  selected  through  an  audi¬ 
tion  process  to  rehearse  and  perform  with  the  Citywide  Honors  Jazz  Ensemble. 
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Editor’s  Note 


By  Kate  Fniman,  I 
Layout  Editor 
and  Kent  Lam,  I 
Copy  Editor 


—  I  have  been  waiting  for  the 
opportunity  to  write  my  own  editorial 
note  for  the  past  three  years.  That’s  how 
long  I’ve  been  an  editor  on  the  Argo.  But 
the  opportunity  did  not  arise  till  today, 
and  now  that  it’s  here,  I  have  no  idea  what 
to  write.  I’ve  been  asked  to  share  my 
thoughts  on  censorship.  These  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  censorship,  in  pretty  much  any  form, 
is  wrong.  All  forms  of  censorship  that  I 
encountered  while  acting  as  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  Register  last  year  diminished 
the  literary  value  of  the  work.  However,  in 
my  only  opportunity  to  write  in  the  first 
person  in  the  Argo,  I  would  like  to  take  the 
time  to  speak  of  something  less  dramatic 
than  censorship. 

Sometimes  I  fall  down  and  skin 


my  knee  and  I  need  a  Band-Aid  to  cover 
up  my  boo-boo,  so  it’ll  get  all  better  real 
soon.  And  every  time  I  fall  down  and  hurt 
myself  I’ll  have  to  put  on  one  Band-Aid 
after  another,  until  I’m  all  mummied  up  in 
Johnson  &  Johnson.  That’ll  be  bad.  I 
don’t  need  unnecessary  “protection”,  oth¬ 
erwise  I’d  be  wrapped  up  in  things  that 
don’t  really  matter;  they’ll  distract  me 
from  the  really  important  things,  like  get¬ 
ting  back  up  after  that  fall  so  I  can  try  to  fly 
again.  Flap  flap  flap,  like  a  good  little 
chicken.  When  mother  chicken  tells  me 
not  to  fly  to  the  north  side  of  the  pond, 
well,  I  don’t  listen  to  her  ;  she  just  wants 
me  to  stay  in  the  coop  and  clean  my  nest. 
No,  I  don’t  believe  in  censorship,  but 
chicken  wings  are  all  right.  After  all, 
that’s  what  you  fly  with. 

—  I  don’t  know  about  flying 
with  chicken  wings,  but,  I  guess,  that’s 
what  my  high-school  experience  felt  like. 
And  now  that  it  is  over,  I  genuinely  feel 


that  I  would  do  it  all  over  again,  only 
better.  Sadly  enough,  the  writing  of  this 
particular  piece  is  probably  going  to  be  the 
culmination  of  my  high  school  experi¬ 
ence.  And,  sadly  enough.  I’ve  acquired 
almost  no  wisdom  to  share  with  the  read¬ 
ers  of  this  magnificent  publication.  Except 
for  the  fact  that  the  institution  of  public 
schooling  does  not  really  exist  to  serve  the 
students — or  so  it  seems.  It  serves  the 
parent,  the  community,  the  teachers  and 
the  government,  but  not  the  small,  con¬ 
fused  beings  roaming  daily  through  the 
halls  of  public  learning. 

I’m  sure  the  Mother  Hens  of 
Boston  Latin  School  wouldn’t  want  to 
disgrace  our  personal  growth.  I’m  sure 
they  don’t  want  to  inhibit  our  talents,  our 
imaginations,  our  thoughts.  And  of  course, 
we  are  not  just  numbers.  Of  course  not. 
We’re  living  in  a  microcosm  in  which 
learning  is  supposed  to  be  fun,  in  which 
discovering  new  things  is  an  experience 


itself.  Yet  the  past  six  years  have  been 
one  long  drag,  one  single  experience,  not 
a  string  of  significant  experiences.  I’ve 
been  living  in  an  academic  society  that 
inhibits  me  from  trying  to  fly  at  all.  The 
goal  of  a  school  is  to  teach  us  to  realize 
who  we  really  are,  what  we  have  created 
ourselves  to  be.  But  Boston  Latin  School 
is  too  stuck  on  power-tripping  adminis¬ 
trative  types,  formula  cliques  in  which 
everyone  fits  into  a  certain  mold,  and 
rules  that  do  not  foster  any  kind  of  per¬ 
sonal  freedom.  We’re  not  taught  to  live, 
and  live  as  who  we  are,  but  are  instead 
taught  to  get  by.  We  can’t  spend  our 
entire  lives  getting  by.  At  one  point,  we’re 
going  to  have  to  leave  the  nest,  and  when 
we  do,  it  shouldn’t  be  a  shock  to  learn  that 
a  school  that  prepares  you  for  the  future, 
didn’t  actually  teach  you  how  to  live  in 
the  future,  by  your  own  ideas  and  in¬ 
stincts.  Fly  safely. 


A  Little  Late. . . 

Due  to  technical  difficulties  beyond  our  control 
regarding  our  printer,  the  Argo  staff  would  like 
to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  publishing  this 
spring  issue. 


To  Join  the  Argo. . . 

Currently  the  Argo  is  accepting  applications  for 
editorial  positions  for  the  1997-1998  school 
year.  All  interested  candidates  should  obtain  an 
application  from  Nancy  Poon  (134)  ,  Edwina  Tom 
(124) ,  or  Mr.  Flynn  (Main  Office) . 


Boston  Latin  School 

Argo 

Founded  in  1970 


1st  Place  Winner  of  1994  New 
England  Scholastic  Press  Asso¬ 
ciation  Competition 

1996  New  England  Scholastic 
Press  Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 

1996  Suffolk  University  High 
School  Journalism  Competition 
3rd  Place 


The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated 
publication  produced  monthly  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  as 
a  forum  for  the  free  exchange  of  news  and 
ideas  in  the  community  of  students,  fac¬ 
ulty,  parents,  and  alumni.  The  expres¬ 
sions,  suggestions,  and  contributions  of 
all  readers  are  encouraged  through  letters 
to  the  editor.  The  Argo  reserves  the  right 
to  edit  letters  for  length  and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  ex¬ 
tracurricular  activity.  All  typography  and 
layout  are  done  entirely  by  students  using 
Macintosh  computers  running  Microsoft 
Word  and  Aldus  PageMaker.  The  Argo  is 
printed  by  Saltus  Press  in  Worcester. 
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BLS  Alumnus  ReceivesAIDS  Action's  Award 


•in  men  mi 

1997 


Dan  Coulter,  left  center,  leds  Boston  Latin  School  members  ofGSA  at  the 
AIDS  Quilt  in  Washington 


demic.  For  Mr.  Coulter,  the  issue  of  AIDS 
is  far  from  being  solely  academic.  In 
1992,  after  members  of  the  Gay/Straight 
Alliance  took  part  in  the  AIDS  Pledge 
Walk,  he  took  AIDS  education  at  BLS  to 
a  new  level.  “As  I  listened  to  how  deeply 
and  directly  AIDS  affected  my  students,  I 
decided  that  when  it  was  my  turn  to  speak 
I  would  disclose  my  HIV  status,”  Coulter 
recalls.  “It  was,  and  continues  to  be,  one 
of  the  most  liberating  and  important  mo¬ 
ments  of  my  life.  I  am  grateful  to  have 
learned  that  education  is  an  exchange, 
where  each  of  us  is  both  student  and 
teacher  ” 

Each  year,  AIDS  Action  receives 
nominations  from  around  Massachusetts 
which  relate  the  inspiring  story  of  dedica¬ 
tion  and  compassion  of  someone’s  work 
within  the  AIDS  community.  A  commit¬ 
tee  of  AIDS  Action  staff,  volunteers,  and 
board  members  review  all  the  nomina¬ 
tions  and  submit  recommendations  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  approving  the  fi 


nalists.  This  year,  amongst  those  deserv¬ 
ing  community  leaders  nominated  (in¬ 
cluding  several  executives,  support  group 
leaders,  and  even  a  poet/actor),  was  Mr. 
Coulter.  Katy  Pierce,  in  Class  III,  nomi¬ 
nated  him  for  his  incredible  source  of 
insight  and  inspiration:  “Dan  Coulter  is 
perhaps  the  most  amazing  person  I’ve 
ever  met,”  she  wrote  in  her  nomination, 
“Mr.  Coulter  is  the  faculty  advisor  for  the 
Boston  Latin  School’s  Gay/Straight  Alli¬ 
ance.  Usually  a  faculty  advisor  is  some¬ 
one  who  doesn’t  come  to  meetings,  but 
Dan  is  the  exception.  What  truly  makes 
Dan  amazing  is  the  fact  that  he  has  AIDS. 
It  just  doesn’t  stop  him.  He  is  making 
something  positive  out  of  a  sadly  negative 
issue.  Instead  of  feeling  sorry  for  himself, 
he  is  eager  to  help  others.  Last  spring,  the 
Boston  Latin  School  made  a  panel  for  the 
could  go  to  see  the  Quilt.  I  have  probably 
learned  more  from  Dan  than  any  other 
teacher  in  the  school.” 


GSA  on  the  Road 


Katharine  Perdue,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  famed  BLS  teacher  and 
alumnus,  Mr.  Daniel  Coulter,  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  on  February  1  at  AIDS  Action’s 
1997  Community  Recognition  Awards. 

Most  of  us  have  recognized  Mr. 
Coulter  as  “that  cool  guy  Dan”  since  his 
first  reappearance  in  the  BLS  halls  four 
years  ago  as  co-founder  and  the  alumnus 
advisor  for  our  Gay/Straight  Alliance. 
Since  then  Mr.  Coulter  has  made  his  way 
onto  the  BLS  faculty  as  a  volunteer  (gasp, 
can  you  believe  it,  someone  who  actually 
chooses  to  be  here?!)  teacher.  You  may 
have  seen  him  either  at  Saturday  Success 
School  tutoring,  GSA  meetings  advising, 
in  your  health  classes  assisting  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  education  and  prevention  process, 
or  even  popping  into  your  French  classes 
every  now  and  then  to  keep  his  passion  for 
the  French  language  and  culture  alive. 
Most  recent  of  his  influences  at  BLS ,  Mr. 
Coulter  co-founded  and  now  directs  a 
peer-led  HIV  Prevention  program  whose 
goal  is  to  write  and  implement  an  interdis¬ 
ciplinary  HIV,  STD,  and  teen  pregnancy 
prevention  curriculum.  Wherever  you’ve 
met  or  even  just  seen  Mr.  Coulter,  no 
doubt  you  were  instantly  struck  by  his 
irresistible  charm,  un-teacherly  ways, 
striking  intelligence,  and  his  push  due  to 
his  easy-going  attitude  to  make  BLS  a 
more  comfortable  learning  environment 
where  we  may  appreciate  our  education  to 
its  fullest  extent.  Such  an  intention  is  rare 
to  find  amongst  BLS  faces,  as  I’m  sure  we 
can  all  attest;  finally  such  initiative,  ambi¬ 
tion  and  motivation  as  Mr.  Coulter’s  has 
been  recognized  and  rewarded. 

Since  1989,  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  has  paid  tribute  to  over  100 
individuals  and  organizations  for  their 
extraordinary  response  to  the  AIDS  epi- 


By  Shauna  Daly,  I 
Copy  Editor 


The  recent  display  of  the  AIDS 
Quilt  in  Washington,  D.C.,  was  highly 
covered  by  the  press.  True  to  its  tradi¬ 
tions,  BLS  made  its  mark  on  this  momen¬ 
tous  event.  A  subgroup  of  the  GSA, 
which  had  been  working  on  a  panel  to 
commemorate  BLS  alums  who  have  died 
of  AIDS,  sent  17  quilters  and  three  chap¬ 
erones  to  the  display.  After  months  of 
desperate  searching  for  a  place  to  call 
home  for  the  three -day 
weekend,  the  group 
was  able  to  stay  at 
George  Washington 
University ,  courtesy  of 
the  Director  of  Admis¬ 
sions  Fred  Siegel.  The 
group  arrived  in  D.C. 
after  1 1  p.m.  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  GW  ad¬ 


missions  office  after  midnight,  where  a 
gathering  of  hosts  were  waiting  for  them 
with  cookies  and  milk. 

Up  early  each  morning,  the  group 
went  to  Senators  Kerry  and  Kennedy’s 
offices,  where  they  were  greeted  eagerly 
by  the  staffs  of  both  (neither  was  in  town 
as  Congress  had  just  ended  its  session  and 
Kerry  was  plugging  hard  on  the  campaign 
trail).  After  a  behind-the-scenes  tour  of 
the  Capitol,  the  group  was  led  onto  the 
Capitol  steps  where  they  were  confronted 
with  their  first  view  of  the  Quilt — cover¬ 
ing  the  mile-long 
stretch  between  the 
Capitol  and  the  Wash- 
ington  Monument. 
This  overwhelming 
vista  was  surpassed 
only  by  viewing  the 
panels  individually 
up-close.  After  laying 
out  the  panel  they  had 


worked  so  painstakingly  on,  the  group 
then  was  able  to  explore  other  aspects  of 
D.C.  Following  an  evening  of  discussion 
and  pizza  with  members  of  the  GW  peer 
HIV  education  group,  the  group  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  candle-light  vigil.  It  was  truly 
amazing  walking  throughout  D.C.  accom¬ 
panied  by  so  many  who  were  experienc¬ 
ing  the  same  emotions.  The  vigil  ended 
on  the  Mall,  which  was  covered  by  tiny 
yellow  lights. 

The  following  morning  was  the 
most  important.  The  group  helped  lay  out 

the  Quilt  (which 
is  folded  up  every 
night)  in  a  very 
specific  cer¬ 
emony.  After  this, 
the  group  was  able 
to  get  into  the  Ho¬ 
locaust  Museum 
at  the  last  minute. 


The  Community  Recognition 
Award’s  Ceremony  took  place  at  the 
Swissotel  on  February  1st.  Mr.  Coulter’s 
guest  list  included  several  teachers  and 
faculty  members,  as  well  as  many  others 
who  have  greatly  influenced  the  course  of 
his  life,  including  the  Peer  education/HIV 
prevention  program  (a.k.a.  Quilt)  mem¬ 
bers,  consisting  of  eighteen  BLS  students 
(all  girls)  in  classes  I  through  IV.  Each 
table  in  the  grand  dining  hall  was  lain  with 
several  copies  of  the  BLS  Quilt  project’s 
collection  of  documented  memories  of 
their  trip  to  Washington  D.C.  The  evening 
included  dinner  followed  by  a  speech  by 
Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  who  even  took 
the  time  to  publicly  address  and  recognize 
Mr.  Coulter  as  “Danny”  and  his  work  as 
especially  valuable  and  personally  appre¬ 
ciated,  as  well  as  a  brief  slide  show  and 
speech  by  each  recipient.  Mr.  Coulter 
easily  filled  his  allotted  ten  minutes  (and 
then  some)  with  his  gift  for  speaking,  as 
he  so  proudly  announces  is  due  to  his  BLS 
training.  Mr.  Coulter  shared  his  own  sen¬ 
timents  about  the  trip  to  Washington,  in¬ 
cluding  his  experiences  teaching  and  be¬ 
ing  back  once  more  to  his  alma  mater.  The 
evening  in  whole  was  more  than  more: 
like  a  prom  night  without  the  dates  (or  the 
dancing. . . ).  I  even  achieved  a  sense  of 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  after  giving 
so  much,  Mr.  Coulter  can  be  given  a 
concrete  acknowledgment  for  all  the  ser¬ 
vice  he  has  done  for  the  BLS  community. 

As  Gary  Bailey,  president  of 
AIDS  Action’s  Board  of  Directors  said, 
“Everyone  affected  by  AIDS  is  indebted 
to  these  heroic  men  and  women.  They 
have  made  a  major  difference  in  the  battle 
against  AIDS  in  Massachusetts.  Their  in¬ 
dividual  acts  of  courage,  dedication,  and 
perseverance  have  enabled  all  of  us  to 
odds.  In  recognizing  these  unsung  heroes, 
we  pay  tribute  to  the  very  best  of  the 
human  spirit.” 


The  parallels  between  the  Holocaust  and 
the  AIDS  epidemic  struck  all  the  more 
deeply.  There  were  also  special  exhibits 
on  gays  in  the  Holocaust,  planned  spe¬ 
cially  for  the  weekend. 

The  image  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  panels  will  stay  forever  in 
the  minds  of  the  BLS  Quilters  who  were 
in  D.C.  Hopefully  those  of  you  who 
weren’t  there  will  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
enormity  of  what  the  Quilt  stands  for ,  and 
ensure  that  it  doesn’t  grow  any  larger. 
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Money  Makes  the  School  Go  Round 


By  Ronaldo  Rauseo-Ricupero,  IV 
Staff  Writer  


All  right,  here’s  the 
story.  I’m  sure  that  all  of  you 
have  been  wondering,  as  have  I, 
what  is  going  on  with  these  nearly 
humorous  fundraising  attempts 
organized  this  year  at  Boston 
Latin  School.  Those  $30  Enter¬ 
tainment  Books  sure  sold  like 
hot  cakes  (yeah  right)!  The  pub¬ 
lic  couldn’t  get  enough  of  those 
overpriced  rolls  of  wrapping  pa¬ 
per,  either,  right?  You’re  all  ask¬ 
ing,  I’m  sure:  “Why  can’t  we  just 
sell  candy  like  everyone  else?” 

Explanation:  You  walk 
into  class  on  Monday  morning, 
so  tired  that  you  can’t  stand  up 
straight  yet.  You  sit  down  and 
discover  that  you  really  did  lose 
your  homework.  Your  teacher 
comes  up  to  you  and  screams  at 
you  about  what  a  lazy  slob  you 
are  and  embarrasses  you  in  front 
of  the  entire  class.  Now  picture 
that  same  scenario  after  your 
teacher  has  eaten  three  candy  bars 


sold  to  her  by  fundraising  stu¬ 
dents  after  gulping  down  all  of 
the  usual  eight  cups  of  coffee. 
‘Nuff  said.  In  addition,  with  all 
that  chocolate  floating  around,  it 
is  unrealistic  to  say  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  students  bouncing  off  the 
wall  because  of  caffeine  won’t 
increase  (don’t  even  try  to  say 
that  there  aren’t  any  kids  who 
would  do  that  at  our  school). 

The  next  logical  ques¬ 
tion  would  be:  “Why  do  we  even 
have  to  sell  this  stuff  in  the  first 
place?  After  all  we  are  the  pres¬ 
tigious  Boston  Latin  School,  with 
tons  of  rich  alumni.  Where  are 
they  when  you  need  them?” 

Explanation:  The 

alumni  are  making  donations 
every  day,  but  their  contributions 
are  handled  by  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Foundation,  and  they  fo¬ 
cus  mostly  on  the  sports  pro¬ 
grams.  Also,  some  graduates  ask 
that  their  money  be  spent  in  cer¬ 
tain  ways,  such  as  scholarships 
and  prizes,  so  we  can’t  use  that 
money  either;  however,  some  of 


their  money  is  quite  visible 
around  school.  Thanks  to  past 
graduates,  we  have  the  Language 
Lab,  AGENDAS,  and  are  soon 
going  to  be  getting  Internet  hook¬ 
up  stations  in  the  library. 

You  might  also  be  dis¬ 
mayed  at  the  fact  that  we  are 
selling  these  things  for  “school” 
and  don’t  exactly  know  where 
all  this  money  is  going. 

Explanation:  The 

money  is  available  for  the  differ¬ 
ent  clubs  that  need  it.  All  they 
have  to  do  is  apply  for  the  amount 
needed  to  Mr.  Flynn  or  Ms. 
Kelley,  so  if  you  are  a  club  presi¬ 
dent  or  an  officer  in  desperate 
need  of  funds,  see  them  about  it. 
The  fundraising  efforts  have 
helped  to  finance  different  pre¬ 
sentations  such  as  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Showcase,  Asian  Night, 
some  field  trips,  the  yearbook, 
musical  organizations,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  clubs,  like  the  Argo,  the 
senior  class,  and  more. 

“Why  do  we  sell  all  this 
stuff  all  at  once,  and  not  spread  it 


out  a  little  more  so  that  people 
can  afford  it?” 

Explanation:  Organiz¬ 
ing  a  fundraiserandkeeping  track 
of  money  for  over  2,000  people 
is,  as  you  might  expect,  a  monu¬ 
mental  task.  “I  get  tired,”  says 
Mr.  Flynn,  the  organizer  of  the 
school  fundraisers,  “so  I  like  to 
get  it  over  and  done  with  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year.”  One  change 
in  the  approach  of  fundraising 
that  we  will  likely  see  next  year 
is  that  in  order  to  make  the  whole 
project  less  cumbersome,  each 
club  benefitting  from  the 
fundraiser  will  receive  its  own 
materials,  and  be  accountable  for 
its  sales,  so  that  the  entire  pro¬ 
cess  will  not  be  overwhelming. 
Making  the  process  more  per¬ 
sonal  should  help.  Another  step 
in  the  right  direction  is  that  there 
will  be  no  more  of  those  $30 
Entertainment  books.  We’ll  be 
going  back  to  the  Gold  C  books. 
They  may  be  corny  too,  but  the 
fact  is  that  they  work!  We  get 
50%  of  the  $10  purchase  price. 


Two  years  ago  we  sold  3,200 
books  and  made  a  profit  of 
$16,000  on  those  books  alone. 

The  main  reason  that 
our  fundraisers  don’t  work  is  that 
we,  the  student  body,  aren’t  sell¬ 
ing  enough.  This  year  we’ve 
raised  a  sickeningly  low  profitof 
$3,700.  “You  never  get  more 
than  one- fourth  of  the  school  par¬ 
ticipating — ever,”  explains  Mr. 
Flynn.  “If  half  the  school  partici¬ 
pated,  it  would  work  fine.”  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  problem 
with  this  year,  especially  with 
the  seniorclass,  whose  sales  were 
extremely  low  compared  to  those 
of  other  classes.  This  is  the  main 
reason  for  its  insufficient  fund¬ 
ing. 

There  you  have  it,  that’s 
the  story  with  fundraising.  The 
moral  of  the  story  is  pretty  simple: 
If  you  don’t  start  selling,  we’ll 
have  no  money,  so  please,  don’t 
leave  the  order  form  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  your  locker  to  grow  fun¬ 
gus  on  for  your  science  project — 
support  your  school! 


Be  True  To  Your  School  Senior  Update 


By  Laura  Craven,  II 
Assistant  Sports  Editor 

On  Friday,  November 
8,  the  Junior  Prom  Committee 
held  the  first  and  last  Jam’n  94.5 
dance.  There  were  a  tremendous 
amount  of  damages,  which  the 
junior  class  is  responsible  for. 
After  Annie  Tomasini  and  I  met 
with  a  very  understanding  Mr. 
Contompasis,  we  came  to  an 
agreement  Mr.  Contompasis  un¬ 
derstood  how  the  juniors  felt,  but 
he  had  a  problem:  he  had  to  get 
the  money  to  pay  for  the  dam¬ 
ages  from  somewhere.  The  only 
possible  source  was  the  $4113 
the  dance  had  made.  On  behalf 
of  the  juniors  we  accepted  the 
terms;  we  would  use  our  savings 
in  order  to  cover  the  damages. 
The  most  important  thing  was  to 
get  our  prom  back,  and  we  did. 
But  as  we  thought  about  it  more, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  a  lesson  to  be  learned  and 
shared  because  of  all  the  prob¬ 
lems  our  dance  had  caused.  We 
should  remind  all  of  the  under¬ 
classmen  why  they  should  re¬ 
spect  our  school. 

While  we  are  auending 
Boston  Latin  School,  the  school, 
the  building  and  the  student  body 
arc  all  ours,  and  arc  all  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  each  and  every  one  of  us. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  maintain  the 
standards  of  our  appearance.  In 
the  younger  grades  we  didn’t 
appreciate  the  school  as  much  as 
we  should  have.  As  the  years 


pass,  we  have  grown  to  love  our 
school  more  and  more,  but  most 
of  all,  to  respect  it. 

I  know  everyone  has  sat 
in  the  auditorium  and  counted 
the  light  bulbs,  counted  the  light 
bulbs  that  weren’t  working, 
counted  the  light  bulbs  that  were 
missing,  counted  the  chairs,  etc. 
But  have  you  ever  sat  down  and 
looked  at  all  the  names  of  the 
famous  alumni  that  border  the 
most  prized  room  in  the  build¬ 
ing?  Have  you  ever  looked  up  at 
the  detailed  “BLS”  in  the  center 
of  the  top  of  the  stage?  Have  you 
ever  sat  there  and  wondered  how 
you  got  there?  I  sit  down  in  the 
auditorium  and  am  overwhelmed 
thinking  about  the  history  of  this 
distinguished  building.  I  also  look 
around  and  sadly  see  the  multi¬ 
colored  gum  stuck  to  the  chairs, 
and  the  garbage  scattered  all  over 
the  floor.  There  are  reasons  that 
food,  gum,  and  drinks  are  not 
allowed  in  the  auditorium:  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  destruction  of  this  im¬ 
portant  room .  Throw  the  garbage 
and  gum  in  the  barrels!  There  are 
so  many  people,  not  only  across 
the  city  but  the  country  as  well, 
who  would  give  anything  to  at¬ 
tend  “the”  Boston  Latin  School. 
Why  would  you  want  to  deface 
this  prized  position  of  ours? 

As  time  isquickly  pass¬ 
ing  us  by,  and  your  career  as  a 
Latin  School  scholar  is  almost 
over,  you  begin  to  think  about  all 
the  things  you  wish  you  had  done, 
and  you  also  think  about  the 


things  you  wish  you 
hadn’t.  To  all  of  you  who 
have  a  lot  of  time  left,  ap¬ 
preciate  the  chance  you 
have  been  given.  Don’t 
ever  let  any  door  go  un¬ 
opened,  and  don’t  ever  do 
something  you  will  regret 
later.  Our  school  is  such 
an  important  part  of  this 
country.  It  should  be  an 
important  part  of  us  as 
well.  We  should  be  proud 
of  our  school  and  all  of  the 
history  that  lurks  in  the 
walls.  Years  ago,  every 
student  regarded  Latin 
School  highly  and  did  all 
they  could  to  keep  the  tra¬ 
dition  alive. 

On  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  8 ,  the  student  body 
lost  all  control  and  respect 
for  the  school.  Do  you  re¬ 
ally  want  to  walk  down 
dirty  halls  or  go  to  lunch 
and  sit  at  broken  tables? 
We  know  what  is  expected 
of  us  in  order  to  preserve 
the  history  of  Boston  Latin 
School.  When  you  get  to 
be  an  upper-classman, 
you’ll  wish  you  did  more 
to  take  care  of  this  build¬ 
ing.  I  am  honored  to  say  I 
attend  Boston  Latin 
School,  and  you  should  be 
too.  Be  proud  of  your 
school,  and  from  now  on, 
let’s  try  to  really  act  like 
students  of  Boston  Latin 
School! 


Maria  Dubrowski,  I 
News  Editor 

Many  people  think  that  the 
seniors  can  now  just  sitbackand  twiddle 
their  thumbs  while  they  wait  for  college 
acceptance  letters  to  be  mailed  out  — 
but  I  only  wish  that  were  true!  I  had  no 
idea  when  I  stepped  foot  in  this  build¬ 
ing  last  September  how  much  work  lay 
ahead  for  the  senior  class,  especially 
the  Class  Committee  and  Class  Offic¬ 
ers.  Although  academics  may  have 
dropped  somewhat  on  our  list  of  priori¬ 
ties  (Ssshhh!!),  our  focus  remains  on 
our  ultimate  goal  —  graduation. 

Here’s  the  scoop:  in  total,  we 
need  to  raise  approximately  $2 1 ,000 by 
the  end  of  the  year  in  order  to  meet  all 
the  expenses  which  lay  between  us  and 
graduation.  Say  it  ain’t  so!  I  used  to 
ridicule  the  seniors  who  walked  around 
cradling  boxes  of  candy  in  their  arms, 
but  now  my  classmates  and  I  are  being 
forced  to  do  the  same  thing. 

Rather  than  face  the  financial 
burden  of  a  prom  ticket,  a  cap  and 
gown,  and  a  Senior  T-shirt,  members  of 
Class  I  have  the  opportunity  to  sell 
chocolate.  The entireclass relies  heavily 
on  the  profits  of  the  candy  sale,  and  has 
already  faced  near  bankruptcy  and  can¬ 
cellation  of  the  prom  due  to  the  fifty  or 
so  seniors  who  neglected  to  return  their 
candy  money  by  the  deadline.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  is  circulating  a  list  of  these 
“negligent”  seniors  and  none  of  them 
will  be  allowed  to  graduate  unless  they 
come  clean  on  their  candy  contracts 
with  Mr.  Keitt,  the  Senior  Class  Advi¬ 
sor. 


Meanwhile,  the  Class 
Committee  has  been  venting  its 
frustrations  at  all  the  obstacles 
that  stand  between  us  and  money. 
The  administration  has  imposed 
its  “no  in-school  fundraising” 
rule,  which  means  that  seniors 
caught  bartering  their  goods  on 
premises  face  confiscation  of 
their  materials  as  well  as  prob¬ 
able  disciplinary  action.  Also, 
the  30-second — I  mean  5-minute 
homeroom  period  which  barely 
provides  time  for  teachers  to  take 
attendance  does  not  allow  for 
Committee  members  to  inform 
their  homerooms  of  all  that  needs 
to  be  done.  On  the  various  Theme 
Days,  such  as  Crazy  Hat  Day,  the 
Class  Officers  have  to  design 
elaborate  schemes  to  reach  and 
collect  money  from  the  entire 
school  by  the  8  a.m.  bell. 

But  despite  all  these 
conflicts,  we  seniors  have  man¬ 
aged  to  keep  up  our  spirits  by 
checking  off  our  responsibilities 
one  by  one.  Make-up  tardy  de¬ 
tention  and  excavation  of  miss¬ 
ing  books  are  a  couple  of  things 
we  have  to  do  in  the  next  three 
months  to  ensure  a  safe  and 
speedy  sign-out.  (Hint,  hint,  se¬ 
niors!)  Other  than  that,  every  day 
that  passes  adds  another  triumph 
to  our  collection  of  BLS  mem¬ 
oirs,  and  every  glance  at  the 
countdown  calendar  gives  us 
hope  that  we,  too,  will  make  it  to 
become  alumni  of  Boston  Latin 
School. 
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Youth  In  Action  Earns  Award 


By  Shauna  Daly,  I 
Copy  Editor 

Okay,  all  you  sixies  and  fivesies. 
This  is  a  call  to  action.  You  have  very 
little  time  left  to  make  your  mark  on  the 
world.  At  least  that’s  what  the  Reebok 
Human  Rights  Youth  in  Action  Award 
would  have  you  believe.  Once  you  get 
past  thirteen,  you’re  old,  over  the  hill, 
done  for. 

Two  years  ago  a  young  Paki¬ 
stani  boy  named  Iqbal  Massih  came  to 
national  attention  when  he  won  the  Youth 
in  Action  Award  for  his  work  in  bringing 
attention  to  the  horrors  of  child  bonded 
labor.  At  twelve,  Iqbal  had  already  sur¬ 
vived  being  sold  into  bonded  labor  (sla¬ 
very,  basically,  where  the  workers  are 
often  chained  to  their  equipment)  to  make 
rugs,  escaping  from  his  factory,  and  get¬ 
ting  in  contact  with  a  lawyer  to  spread  the 
word  about  the  evils  of  child  bonded  la¬ 
bor.  People  were  astonished  at  the  brav¬ 
ery  of  this  tiny  boy  (his  growth  had  been 
stunted  by  being  hunched  over  in  the 
factory).  He  was  featured  in  an  article  in 
the  Argo  by  current  editor  Nancy  Poon. 
While  in  Boston  to  receive  his  award  he 


met  with  a  class  at  the  Broad  Meadows 
Middle  School  in  Quincy  to  discuss  his 
harsh  life.  All  this  made  his  assassination 
the  following  Easter  Sunday  all  the  more 
appalling.  It  is  assumed  that  his  murder¬ 
ers  were  connected  to  the  weaving  indus¬ 
try. 

When  the  Quincy  students  heard 
about  Iqbal  ’  s  death ,  they  knew  they  had  to 
do  something.  They  decided  to  start  A 
School  for  Iqbal,  a  school  in  Pakistan  for 
children  who  are  in  danger  of  being  sold 
into  or  who  have  escaped  from  bonded 
labor.  The  students  set  up  a  web  site 
called  “A  Bullet  Can’t  Kill  a  Dream:  A 
School  for  Iqbal”  asking  for  contributions 
of  $12  (Iqbal  was  sold  for  $12  by  his 
parents  and  was  twelve  when  he  died). 
The  students  themselves  were  also  twelve 
at  the  time.  The  students  even  had  a  stand 
at  the  R.E.M.  concert  that  summer  (lead 
singer  Michael  Stipe  is  on  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  and  presented  the  award 
to  Iqbal).  Eventually  the  campaign  raised 
$130,  000  from  students,  celebrities  and 
corporations  in  fifty  states  and  twenty 
countries.  As  a  result  of  their  tireless 
efforts  the  students  received  the  Youth  in 
Action  Award,  the  same  award  Iqbal  had 


won  just  a  year  earlier. 

Enter  in  Craig  Kielburger,  an 
immensely  mature  and  well  spoken  (and 
therefore  somewhat  ingratiating)  boy  from 
Thornhill,  Ontario.  When  he  was  (you 
guessed  it)  twelve  years  old  he  was  “eat¬ 
ing  cereal  and  looking  for  the  comics”  (an 
anecdote  way  too  overused  by  both 
Keilburger — who  says  “I  still  read  the 
comics  every  morning,  by  the  way” — and 
the  press),  Keilburger  came  across  the 
story  of  another  twelve-year-old  boy  with 
a  life  very  different  from  his  own  in  a 
wealthy  suburb  of  Toronto — Iqbal  Massih, 
a  boy  who  had  escaped  from  child  bonded 
labor  and  had  been  traveling  the  world 
telling  his  story  in  the  hopes  of  ending  this 
horrible  practice  when  he  was  gunned 
down  while  riding  his  bike  outside  of  his 
grandmother’s  house.  Kielburger,  by  no 
means  a  reserved  boy,  went  to  his  class¬ 
mates  with  a  call  for  action.  With  a  few  of 
them,  he  went  on  to  found  Free  the  Chil¬ 
dren,  an  organization  run  totally  by  youths, 
which  aims  to  educate  the  public  about 
child  labor,  petition  world  leaders  to  make 
the  education  and  protection  of  children  a 
priority,  and  raising  funds  for  working 
children.  Kielburger’ s  goals  are  simple: 


to  keep  children  out  of  work  and  in  school. 
He  goes  about  this  by  speaking  about 
bonded  labor  to  organizations  such  as  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  World 
Federation  of  Teachers,  and  two  Congres¬ 
sional  committees.  His  insistence  forced 
the  Canadian  government  to  change  it’s 
laws  so  that  Canadians  who  go  overseas 
to  sexually  exploit  children  are  criminally 
prosecuted  in  Canada  when  they  return. 
The  Toronto  City  Council  has  also  banned 
the  use  of  fireworks  made  by  children 
from  all  city-sponsored  events  at  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  Free  the  Children. 

Craig  Keilburger  is  perfect. 
There’s  not  much  of  a  way  to  deny  that. 
The  boy  is  well-spoken  (with  a  cute  Cana¬ 
dian  accent),  speaks  without  notes,  quotes 
the  right  people  (“Robert  Kennedy  once 
said  that  a  quarter  of  the  people  are  al  ways 
going  to  be  against  anything  you  suggest. 
Sometimes  I  think  he  was  wrong,  some¬ 
times  I  think  it’s  two-thirds...”),  and  he  is 
extremely  passionate  about  his  cause. 

So  hurry  up  sixies!  You’ve  got 
less  than  a  year  to  save  the  world! 


Also  comes 
out  of  this. 


Juniors:  Beware  and  Prepare  ^uf0fthisS 


By  Kate  Fruman,  I 
Layout  Editor 


Ages  and  ages  ago, 
when  I  was  a  junior  (was  it  really 
only  a  year  ago?),  I  thought  that 
making  it  to  senior  year  was  the 
top  of  the  line.  I  was  wrong,  as  I 
would  learn  the  hard  way.  Se¬ 
nior  year  buried  me  under  appli¬ 
cations,  recommendations,  es¬ 
says,  SASE’s  (self-addressed 
stamped  envelopes),  and  finan¬ 
cial  aid  forms  with  unpronounce¬ 
able  names.  And  while  I’ve  been 
able  to  make  my  way  through 
this  avalanche  confused  but  un¬ 
scathed,  there  are  many,  many 
things  I  would  have  done  differ¬ 
ently  the  second  time  around. 

Starting  early  is  more 
important  than  I  could  ever  have 
believed.  Summer  is  the  time  to 
make  the  money  senior  year  will 
suck  out  of  you,  but  that  is  not  all . 
While  you  are  working  at  that 
wonderful  job  without  which 
senior  prom  might  remain  a  fan¬ 
tasy,  you  should  also  write  es¬ 
says,  set  up  interviews,  visit  col¬ 
leges,  and,  of  course,  take  senior 
pictures. 

The  two  most  impor¬ 
tant  things  to  do  over  the  summer 
arc  senior  pictures  and  college 
essays.  Take  your  pictures  as 


early  as  possible  for  two  reasons: 
it’s  cheaper,  and  you  have  time 
tochange  them  if  they  really  suck. 
Oh,  and  be  sure  to  actually  pick 
them  up,  because  Mr.  Casey  will 
be  on  your  case  from  day  one  for 
that  yearbook  shot.  The  college 
essays  are  harder  to  start  on,  since 
there  are  no  appointments  you 
must  keep  and  no  money  to  save. 

Write  your  college  es¬ 
says  over  the  summer  if  it’s  the 
only  thing  you  do. 
Spellcheck’em,  type’em  over, 
and  save’em — they  will  save 
your  nerves  when  you’re  mail¬ 
ing  the  same  essay  to  the  seventh 
college.  When  drafting  your  es¬ 
say,  write  about  who  you  are, 
what  you  want  to  do,  and  what 
makes  the  colleges  you’re  apply¬ 
ing  to  ideal  for  you.  These  es¬ 
says  will  work  for  most  colleges, 
as  well  as  some  scholarship 
funds. 

While  all  this  seems 
pointless  in  the  summer,  it  really 
is  going  to  save  you  on  the  eve  of 
application  deadlines,  when  you 
find  it  literally  impossible  to 
praise  yourself  in  writing.  As 
people  are  prone  to  these  attacks 
of  self-loathing  throughout  the 
winter,  feel  completely  free  to 
try  to  do  all  your  college  inter¬ 
views  over  the  summer  as  well. 


While  it  might  seem  like  overkill 
now,  it  will  be  much  better  than 
trudging  through  the  snow  to  the 
Starbucks  where  your  interview 
is  supposed  to  take  place. 

Some  helpful  hints:  1) 
Don’t  waste  your  money.  AP’s, 
graduation,  application  fees,  and 
the  prom  will  take  a  large  bite  out 
of  your  savings,  and  you  might 
also  want  the  class  ring  and  the 
senior  trip  before  the  year  is  out. 

2)  Don’t  waste  your  time.  Start¬ 
ing  early  does  not  immediately 
imply  making  the  deadline.  You 
are  not  done  until  everything  that 
had  to  be  postmarked  and  sent 
off  is.  While  the  post  office  at  the 
airport  does  not  close,  it  is  a  good 
idea  to  finish  early  and  save  your¬ 
self  a  hissy-fit  and  a  trip  to  Logan. 

3)  Save  your  energy.  Don’t  freak 
out.  There  are  millions  of  people 
who  graduate  high  school  every 
year,  and  at  least  half  of  them  go 
to  college.  You’re  not  alone.  4) 
Don’t  apply  early!!!  Because 
then  you  will  be  alone,  whatever 
the  answer.  It’s  not  worth  the 
aggravated  ulcer  you’ll  grow 
worrying  over  whether  you  did 
the  right  thing. 

Oh.  And  don’t  forget  to 
have  fun.  (HAHAHAHAHA) 


Many  bug  sprays  contain  nicotine.  All  cigarettes  do. 
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ME 


By  Matthew  O’Malley,  I  By  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  I 

Collating  Editor  Copy  Editor _ 


Clearly,  it  is  a  parent’s  responsi¬ 
bility  to  monitor  his  or  her  child’s  develop¬ 
ment.  While  this  notion  may  seem  a  bit 
abstract,  it  is  rather  simple  if  well  thought- 
out.  Parents  need  to  teach  their  children 
morals,  and  rather  than  using  this  article  as 
a  forum  to  define  right  from  wrong,  I  shall 
instead  begin  an  argument  concerning  our 
friends  who  fail  to  differentiate  between 
strong  morals  and  free  speech. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  21st  century, 
Americans  are  preparing  for  the  next  mil¬ 
lennium.  This  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  - 
full  of  hope,  promise  and  unsure  sources  of 
curiosity.  The  computer  age  will  escort  us 
into  a  progression  unthought  of  years  ago. 
However,  with  this  anticipation  of  new 
learning  also  comes  a  scary,  dark  side. 

As  it  stands,  the  Internet,  perhaps 
the  crowning  mark  of  this  generation  en¬ 
hancement,  is  not  regulated.  Despite  legis¬ 
lators  ’  attempts  at  regulating  it,  the  Internet 
remains  free  from  bureaucratic  red  tape. 
Obviously,  I  applaud  such  a  pure  notion; 
however,  I  am  deeply  disturbed  by  the 
chart  rooms,  web-sites,  and  other  materials 
made  accessible  on  the  Internet.  It  outrages 
me  to  think  a  child  molester  has  the  ability 
and  the  freedom  to  communicate  with  his 
fellow  degenerates  in  the  unregulated  at¬ 
mosphere.  What  is  even  more  appalling  is 
the  fact  that  these,  and  I  use  the  term  loosely, 
individuals,  can  communicate  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Statistics  show  that  the  fastest  rising 
age  group  of  people  using  the  Internet  are 
ages  eight  to  fifteen. 

I  am  not  a  hypocrite.  As  much  as 
it  angers  me,  I  don’t  believe  that  a  federal 
regulation  of  the  Internet  would  be  benefi¬ 
cial  to  society.  I  see  it  as  a  parent’s  duty  to 
monitor  his  or  her  child’s  use  of  interactive 
material. 

Truly,  I  was  thrilled  when  I  heard 
of  the  bold  and  brilliant  initiative  which 
would  allow  parents  to  monitor  their 
childrens’  use  of  the  Internet.  Similar  to  the 
V-chip,  but  much  more  important,  is  a 
comparable  piece  of  equipment  that  could 
be  used  in  the  computer  to  prevent  the  child 
from  getting  in  trouble  with  the  wrong 
person.  This  is  not  socialism,  this  is  utter 
brilliance. 

A  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  15- 
year-old  girl  met  a  Florida  man  on-line. 
The  two  struck  up  an  electronic  relation¬ 
ship  and  eventually  met.  The  man,  forty- 
six  years  her  senior,  brutally  raped  and 
murdered  this  young  girl. 

A  Massachusetts  girl  was,  too, 
lured  from  her  home  to  meet  a  man  that  she 
knew  on  line.  The  girl  narrowly  escaped 
death,  but  was  sexually  molested  by  this 
disgusting  pervert. 

I  could  cite  example  after  ex¬ 
ample  of  case  scenarios  wherein  a  closer 
monitoring  would  prevent  a  disaster,  but  I 
feel  that  there  is  no  need. 

This  chip  is  greatly  beneficial  to 
our  society .  It  is  fodder  for  a  cleaner  Internet, 
prevents  fatal  mishaps  and  restores  a  sense 
of  value  to  our  great  society. 


The  rise  in  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  using  the  Internet  on  their  own  and  a 
new  parental  awareness  of  the  dangers 
on-line  has  led  to  a  collection  of  computer 
programs  designed  to  filter  out  the  infor¬ 
mation  a  child  can  receive  on  his  or  her 
own  through  their  computer.  I  can  cer¬ 
tainly  understand  the  desire  of  some  par¬ 
ents  to  protect  their  children  from  the 
rawer  side  of  the  Internet.  Microsoft  ads 
to  the  contrary,  the  Internet  is  not  a  happy 
world  of  Goodness  and  Light  where  chil¬ 
dren  frolic  through  fields  of  information. 
However,  I  believe  that  this  reaction  to  the 
new  “Information  Age”  is  not  only  inap¬ 
propriate,  it  could  also  be  dangerous.  These 
are  the  children  who  will  grow  to  be  adults 
in  a  world  where  they  will  have  to  deal 
with  more  information  than  ever  before; 
robbing  them  of  their  chance  to  learn  how 
to  judge  that  information  could  have  seri¬ 
ous  consequences  in  the  future. 

Most  parents  would  honestly  like 
to  spend  more  time  monitoring  what  their 
children  see  on  television  and  the  Internet, 
but  the  realities  of  working  today  mean 
that,  in  many  households,  both  parents  are 
out  of  the  house  for  most  of  the  day.  They 
may  pay  a  babysitter  to  watch  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  most  of  the  time,  children  have 
to  entertain  themselves.  Television  used 
to  be  the  babysitter  of  America;  the  Internet 
seems  like  an  even  better  babysitter  be¬ 
cause  it  is  interactive  and  can  be  educa¬ 
tional.  Yet  as  parents  began  to  realize  that 
the  information  coming  through  their  new 
babysitter  was  not  always  as  innocuous  as 
that  which  came  through  their  old  one,  the 
parents  turned  to  programs  that  could 
block  out  the  less  desirable  parts  of  the 
Internet.  At  first  glance,  this  seems  to  be  a 
reasonable  and  even  ideal  arrangement: 
the  parents  can  assuage  their  guilt  some¬ 
what  by  allowing  the  children  to  entertain 
themselves  with  a  new  educational  tool, 
while  the  kids  romp  down  the  information 
highway,  safe  from  inappropriate  and  raw 
material.  However,  this  scenario  is  essen¬ 
tially  flawed. 

First  of  all,  some  of  the  pro¬ 
grams  have  logistical  problems  that  still 
allow  children  to  stumble  into  a  chat  room 
and  be  exposed  to  inappropriate  conver¬ 
sations,  and  some  have  passwords  that 
can  easily  be  broken  into  by  intelligent 
older  children.  Still,  putting  aside  techni¬ 
cal  problems,  the  logic  behind  this  kind  of 
censorship  is  dangerous.  Of  course  cen¬ 
sorship  within  a  family  is  necessary;  there 
are  few  parents  who  would  argue  that 
young  children  should  be  exposed  to  vio¬ 
lent  or  sexual  material.  However,  the  kind 
of  censorship  that  is  helpful  to  a  child  is 
censorship  accompanied  by  explanations. 
No  parent  would  storm  into  a  room  where 
a  child  is  watching  an  overly  violent  show, 
turn  off  the  television,  then  leave  without 
saying  a  word  (yes,  I  am  aware  that  the 
new  V-chip  would  basically  do  just  that. 


but  that’s  another  issue).  What  would  be 
learned  from  such  an  exchange? 
Children’s  minds  tend  to  make  different 
connections  than  adults,  and  a  child  could 
come  up  with  all  kinds  of  reasons  why  the 
adult  had  turned  off  the  show  which  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  adult’s  origi¬ 
nal  intention.  A  more  useful  strategy  would 
be  to  explain  why  the  show  was  inappro¬ 
priate.  A  five-year-old  doesn’t  need  a 
long  discussion  of  philosophy,  just  a 
couple  of  sentences  that  convey  the 
parent’s  values.  Even  better  than  turning 
off  a  violent  show  once  it  is  on  would  be 
to  turn  on  a  show  the  parent  felt  was 
worthwhile  to  watch  together,  thus  teach¬ 
ing  the  child  some  of  the  parent’s  values. 
So,  if  we  wouldn’t  simply  turn  off  a  tele¬ 
vision  show  without  explanation,  why 
would  we  do  so  with  an  Internet  site?  The 
child  has  learned  nothing  if  the  site  has 
been  censored  for  him  or  her.  It  would  be 
far  more  useful  to  raise  children  with 
enough  sense  to  turn  away  from  these 
sites.  Perhaps  children  would  still  visit 
sites  their  parents  would  prefer  that  they 
stay  away  from,  but  if  the  children  have 
been  taught  self-censorship,  they  would 
be  able  to  decide  when  a  site  in  inappro¬ 
priate.  This  “self-censorship”  is  really 
nothing  more  than  good  judgment,  and 
it’s  a  skill  that  becomes  more  and  more 
necessary  as  children  are  exposed  to  more 
and  more  information. 

We  all  have  our  own  set  of  val¬ 
ues.  These  values  may  not  be  the  same  as 
our  parents’ ,  but  they  tell  us  when  a  piece 
of  information  is  worthwhile  and  when  it 
is  not.  We  are  generally  able  to  make  our 
own  decisions  about  what  we  find  offen¬ 
sive  or  unnecessary.  However,  if  children 
spent  most  of  their  childhood  in  front  of  a 
computer  with  a  program  in  place  to  filter 
the  information,  they  would  never  have  a 
chance  to  develop  or  test  their  values. 
What  would  happen  when  they  went  to 
college  or  moved  out  on  their  own?  Would 
the  college  administration  take  over  the 
job  of  filtering  the  Internet?  Would  the 
government?  As  drastic  as  these  scenarios 
sound,  they  would  certainly  be  possible  if 
a  generation  grew  up  in  an  information 
age  without  the  value  systems  to  judge 
their  information. 

No  one  expects  parents  to  sit  by 
the  computer  screen  with  their  child  every 
second,  guiding  his  or  her  hand  on  the 
mouse  to  the  equivalent  of  Mr.  Roger’s 
Neighborhood  on  the  Internet.  But  in  an 
age  where  children  will  be  inundated  with 
information,  it  is  more  important  than 
ever  for  parents  to  offer  their  children 
basic  value  systems,  then  stand  back  and 
trust  their  children  to  make  their  own 
decisions.  This  may  mean  spending  more 
time  in  an  era  when  parents  seem  to  have 
less  time  than  ever.  However,  keeping 
children  safe  and  teaching  them  to  keep 
themselves  safe  is  a  parent’s  most  impor¬ 
tant  role,  and  it  is  not  a  role  that  can  be 
accomplished  by  remote. 


Forum 

Question 

What  is  your  opinion 
of  the  Ebonics  issue 
raised  by  the  Oakland 
school  system? 

“I  think  it  should  be 
stopped.  It’s  just 
being  used  as  a  way 
of  segregating 
blacks,  and  as  an 
excuse  for  blacks  to 
speak  English  im- 
lioma  Uchendu  I 


Youbeillin’  if  you 
think  dat  Ebonics 
be  English.  So  jus’ 
chill. 

-Katie  Malone  II 


Ebonics  is  an  overly 
PC  attempt  at  pla¬ 
cating  the  unin¬ 
formed.  It  has 
many  qualities  of  a 
language,  or  a  dia¬ 
lect,  but  it  is  not  a 
true  language.  As  people  grow  more 
tired  of  political  correctness,  they  will 
stop  talking  about  it.  -Billy  Y oung  III 


I  think  Ebonics 
would  be  a  fun  class 
to  take,  but  it 
wouldn’t  be  useful 
in  life. 

-Lev  Grossman- 
Spivak  IV 


I  think  that  if  giv¬ 
ing  teachers  special 
training  can  really 
make  a  difference 
in  the  students’  ver¬ 
bal  skills,  then  it’s 

well  worth  it. 
-Rebecca  Tumposky  V 


NO 

PHOTO 

AVAILABLE 


I  think  Ebonics 
should  be  taught 
in  the  school  sys¬ 
tems.  Ebonics  is 
slang  and  casual 
and  it  should  be 
used  in  that  way. 
Meghan  Bremer  VI 
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Ebonics:  It  Ain't  No  Joke 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  I 
Forum  Editor 


A  recent  proposal  to  teach  chil¬ 
dren  how  to  translate  from  Black  English 
into  Standard  English  has  come  under 
muchcriticism.  Thecommonly-held  mis¬ 
conception  about  the  Oakland  School 
Board’s  plan  to  treat  Ebonics  (Ebony 
Phonics)  as  a  separate  language  is  that 
teachers  will  actually  be  teaching  Black 
English  to  students.  This  is  perhaps  what 
caused  many  civil  rights  leaders  to  decry 
the  idea.  Jesse  Jackson  at  First  lambasted 
the  plan,  and  this  opened  up  the  door  for 
many  notable  white  politicians  as  well. 
But  after  a  little  research  into  details,  and 
a  little  time  to  think  it  over,  Jackson  recon¬ 
sidered,  saying  that  the  Ebonics  proposal 
would,  “detect  the  problem  without  de¬ 
meaning  the  students,  and  build  a  bridge 
to  English  proficiency.”  I  agree  with  this 
statement  and  with  the  proposal. 

First,  there  is  some  research  to 
prove  that  teaching  students  to  translate 
from  Ebonics  to  Standard  English  im¬ 
proves  their  grammar.  A  study  of  college 
students  with  urban  roots  shows  that  those 
who  learned  English  by  using  Ebonics 
wrote  with  better  grammar  than  those 
who  did  not.  This  limited  data  shows  that 


Oakland’s  plan  has  promise.  Justas  bilin¬ 
gual  education  helps  students  whose  first 
language  is  Spanish,  Chinese  etal.,  so  too 
this  plan  will  help  students  whose  first 
language  is  Ebonics.  In  addition,  at  the 
Parker  Elementary  School  in  Oakland,  a 
“contrastive  analysis”  approach,  compar¬ 
ing  Ebonics  to  Standard  English,  has 


yielded  large  improvements  in  verbal  lan¬ 
guage  skills. 

Second,  the  struggles  of  blacks 
in  the  Oakland  school  district  clearly  need 
to  be  remedied.  The  Ebonics  plan,  al¬ 
though  just  a  first  step  towards  improving 
minority  education  in  the  public  schools, 
attempts  to  do  just  that.  The  blacks  in  the 
Oakland  school  district  have  an  average 
GPA  much  lower  than  that  of  other  racial 
groups:  1 ,8  or  C.  Clearly  this  is  either  a 
lack  of  communication  with  the  teacher  or 
a  lack  of  knowledge  that  blacks  bring  to 
the  table.  Since  this  lack  of  communica¬ 
tion  or  knowledge  is  certainly  not  inborn 
or  genetic  in  any  way,  we  can  assume  that 


there  is  some  outside  factor  causing  this 
discrepancy.  To  say  thatblacks  are  brought 
up  with  a  different  language  is  definitely 
a  reasonable  explanation. 

Some  may  say  that  this  is  just  a 
poor  attempt  to  get  bilingual  funding  for  a 
cash-strapped  school  system.  This  is  an¬ 
other  commonly-held  misconception. 


Never  has  Oakland  specifically  asked  for 
federal  money.  In  fact,  the  Oakland  School 
Board  has  recently  said  they  don’t  want 
additional  funds.  They  merely  want  to 
improve  the  success  of  blacks  in  their 
district. 

Some  argue  that  Ebonics  is  a 
dialect,  and  does  not  deserve  lingual  sta¬ 
tus.  However,  if  you  use  the  definition  of 
comprehension,  then  Black  English  is 
clearly  a  language.  If  an  inner-city  teen¬ 
ager  spoke  Ebonics  to  a  sheltered  subur¬ 
banite,  that  suburbanite  would  have  little 
understanding  of  what  the  teenager  was 
saying.  Second,  Ebonics  has  clear  differ¬ 
ences  from  English  with  respect  to  gram- 


Just  as  bilingual  education  helps  students  whose 
first  language  is  Spanish,  so  too  this  plan  will 
help  students  whose  first  language  is  Ebonics. 


By  Saamra  Mekuria-Grillo,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


As  you  may  or  may  not  already 
know,  just  before  Christmas  vacation  the 
Oakland  Public  School  District  passed  a 
resolution  instating  a  bilingual  education 
program . . .  for  English-speaking  students. 
As  far  fetched  as  it  may  sound,  it’s  true. 
Under  the  revised  charter  of  the  school 
system,  certain  African-American  students 
will  be  put  into  bilingual  education  pro¬ 
grams  in  an  attempt  to  improve  standard¬ 
ized  test  scores.  “But  they  speak  English,” 
you  may  say.  True,  but  the  school  system 
has  decided  that  slang,  also  termed  “black 
English”  or  “Ebonics,”  as  used  by  African- 
American  students,  is  a  separate  language, 
and  as  such  requires  a  bilingual  program. 
However,  as  the  school  board  is  quick  to 
point  out,  the  students  will  not  be  taught 
Ebonics,  they  will  be  taught  standard  En¬ 
glish  using  Ebonics.  Because  of  widespread 
criticism,  voiced  by  such  leaders  of  the 


black  community  as  Maya  Angelou,  the 
School  Board  has  hired  a  public  relations 
consultant  and  given  numerous  statements 
to  the  media,  in  an  attempt  to  clarify  their 
resolution. 

T o  suggest  that  Ebonics  is  a  sepa¬ 
rate  language  is  rather  absurd.  Anyone 
here  at  Latin  can  tell  you  that  there  is  a  time 
and  a  place  for  slang,  and  that  there  is  a 
time  and  a  place  for  standard  English.  99 
percent  of  kids  can  distinguish  between  the 
two.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
African-American  students  in  the  Oakland 
system  to  say  that  these  students  cannot 
distinguish  between  slang,  or  Ebonics,  and 
standard  English.  Ebonics  is  not  a  separate 
language,  it  is  plainly  and  simply  slang. 
The  Oakland  School  Board  is  attempting 
to  throw  even  more  students  into  unneces¬ 
sary  special  education  than  are  already 
there.  The  intention  behind  the  action  may 
have  been  to  be  of  help,  but  the  progress  of 
students  in  this  program  will  remain  to  be 
seen. 


Justice 

By  Melissa  McClinton,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


The  students  in  the  Oakland  City 
School  District,  which  is  53%  African- 
American,  scored  grade  levels  below  aver¬ 
age  on  recent  standardized  tests.  Desperate 
for  improvement,  officials  proposed  and 
passed  a  bill  recognizing  dialectical  pat¬ 
terns  unique  to  black  culture,  better  know 
as  Ebonics,  as  a  second  language  deserv¬ 
ing  federal  funds  for  a  bilingual  education. 
Though  Ebonics,  a  combination  of  the 
words  “Ebony”  and  “phonics,”  has  been 
researched  for  decades,  those  opposed  see 
the  approval  of  it  as  an  insult  to  black 
intelligence.  Although  Ebonics  should  not 
be  considered  a  replacement  for  proper 
English,  if  used  effectively  it  may  improve 
the  learning  process  for  Black  American 
students. 

For  some  time,  public  schools  in 
poverty-stricken  Oakland,  Cal  ifomia  have 
undergone  a  great  deal  of  ridicule  for  the 
inferior  performance  of  their  students  on 
standardized  reading  tests.  The  school 
board  claimed  that  for  some  black  students 
reading  is  more  difficult,  the  reason  being 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  children  regu¬ 
larly  speak  is  laden  with  frequent  syntax 
and  grammatical  errors  found  in  the  black 
dialect  labeled  Ebonics.  The  Board  then 
developed  a  policy  through  which  students 
who  use  Ebonics  could  be  taught  to  differ¬ 
entiate  between  it  and  standard  English. 
Their  program,  though  controversial,  has 
had  successful  results.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
school  board  is  working  in  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  children.  Instead  of  labeling 
these  children  as  dumb,  they  are  trying  to 


mar  (omission  of  or  failure  to  conjugate 
the  verb  to  be),  vocabulary  (a  plethora  of 
slang  words),  and  pronunciation  (the com¬ 
mon  omission  or  corruption  of  the  last 
syllable  of  words). 

Many  Americans  want  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  English  is  the  only  language 
spoken  here.  However,  there  are  plenty  of 
other  countries  that  accept  their  multilin¬ 
gual  status.  China,  for  example,  has  a 
multitude  of  languages.  Spain,  even 
though  many  think  its  only  language  is 
Spanish,  also  has  several  different  tongues 
within  its  borders.  If  someone  were  to 
grow  up  in  Northwestern  Spain  and  then 
move  to  Northeastern  Spain  as  an  adult, 
he  or  she  would  have  very  little  idea  of 
what  his  or  her  new  neighbors  were  say¬ 
ing. 

Ebonics  clearly  has  roots  as  a 
separate  language.  And  the  Ebonics  plan 
will  give  struggling  blacks  in  the  Oakland 
school  system  a  chance  to  pull  themselves 
up.  Teaching  students  English  by  using 
Black  English  will  better  help  blacks  in 
their  speaking  and  writing,  as  the  limited 
data  in  this  area  shows.  This  is  a  positive 
step  by  the  Oakland  School  Board  to 
remedy  a  problem  everyone  agrees  exists, 
but  no  one  agrees  how  to  solve. 

or  Jive 

create  a  successful  transition  between  the 
manner  of  speaking  these  children  have 
heard  at  home  all  of  their  life  and  proper 
English. 

Ebonics  has  been  mistaken  by 
many  as  accepting  popular  jargon  as  a 
dialect.  But  the  Black  American  dialect 
does  contain  many  aspects  which  consti¬ 
tute  a  dialect. 

There  are,  however,  many  people, 
both  black  and  white,  ardently  opposed  to 
Ebonics.  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  was  quoted 
as  saying,  “I  understand  the  attempt  to 
reach  out  to  these  children,  but  this  is 
unacceptable  surrender,  bordering  on  dis¬ 
grace.  It’s  teaching  down  to  our  children.” 
(Jet  Magazine  Jan.  13,  1997).  In  other 
cities,  including  Boston,  legislators  are 
passing  bills  to  ensure  that  Ebonics  can  not 
be  used  in  their  school  districts.  Republi¬ 
can  senator  Launch  Faircloth  of  South 
Carolina  said,  “I  think  Ebonics  is  absurd, 
this  is  a  political  correctness  that  has  sim¬ 
ply  gone  out  of  control.” 

Though  Ebonics  is  an  extensively 
researched  topic  which  makes  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  West  African  languages  and 
English,  it  is  still  a  highly  debatable  sub¬ 
ject.  Oakland  schools  have  claimed  the 
policy  is  working  for  them,  but  others  find 
the  concept  irrational  and  insulting.  If  the 
acceptance  of  Ebonics  means  showing  kids 
the  difference  between  it  and  standard  En¬ 
glish,  it  can  be  effective.  What  is  true  is  that 
African-Americans,  as  a  people,  can  not 
advance  in  this  country  if  they  don’t  pos¬ 
sess  the  bare  essentials  of  having  good 
command  of  language  and  communica¬ 
tion. 
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Rank  Is  Wretched 


Don 't  Legalize  It! 


By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  III 
Assistant  Business  Manager 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo , 
there  was  an  article  called  “Just  Another 
Evaluation”  written  by  Trung  Diep.  In 
this  article,  the  author  stated  that  class 
rank  is  a  valid  and  necessary  “evaluation 
of  your  academic  performance.”  I  dis¬ 
agree.  I  believe  that  the  ranking  system  in 
this  school  is  neither  accurate  nor  neces¬ 
sary. 

We  all  know  what  class  rank  is, 
but  what  is  the  point  of  class  rank?  Report 
cards  tell  us  what  subjects  we  are  doing 
well  and  badly  in  so  we  can  work  harder 
to  improve  in  those  subjects.  Class  rank, 
on  the  other  hand,  serves  no  other  purpose 
than  to  lower  the  self-esteem  of  students 
who  rank  badly  and  raise  the  ego  of  those 
who  rank 
well.  Do  we 
really  need  to 
know  how 
many  stu¬ 
dents  ranked 
higher  than 
us? 

The 
ranking  sys¬ 
tem  in  our  school  is  inaccurate  and  unfair. 
All  the  teachers  have  different  levels  of 
difficulty  and  different  grading  systems. 
A  student  who  gets  a  C  in  one  harder 
teacher’s  class  may  easily  get  a  B+  in  an 
easier  teacher’s  class.  Teachers  also  grade 
differently,  some  offering  extra  credit  and 
others  dropping  our  lowest  test  grade.  B- 
sies  are  also  at  a  great  disadvantage.  They 
are  not  eligible  for  many  Honors  and  AP 
courses  that  are  crucial  to  receiving  high 
rank.  Our  ranking  system  is  not  a  uniform 
one  and  therefore  is  not  an  accurate  one. 

Just  because  a  student  ranks  low 
does  not  meon  mat  he  or  she  is  not 


hardworking  or  intelligent  There  is  only 
one  space  for  #1  and  only  one  space  for 
the  lowest  rank.  With  report  cards,  if 
everyone  works  hard  then  they  can  all  get 
honors  grades.  However,  no  matter  how 
hard  students  work,  someone  is  always 
going  to  be  stuck  with  the  lowest  rank. 
Even  if  we  are  motivated  to  work  harder 
because  of  our  own  low  rank,  raising  our 
rank  would  be  very  difficult  because  ev¬ 
eryone  else  will  be  working  hard  also. 

The  purpose  of  school  is  to  give 
students  a  valuable  education.  What  we 
learn  is  more  important  than  what  our 
grades  are.  Rank  forces  us  to  overlook 
why  we  are  in  school.  We  end  up  working 
hard  to  get  into  an  Honors  class,  not  be¬ 
cause  we  are  interested  in  learning  about 
that  subject,  but  because  getting  into  that 
class  might  give  us  a  better  rank.  This  type 

of  negative 
competition 
should  not  be 
in  a  school  en¬ 
vironment.  It 
will  hinder 
our  learning 
process. 

One 
of  the  most 
toxic  elements  of  rank  is  how  morally  and 
psychologically  unhealthy  it  is  for  stu¬ 
dents.  There  is  only  one  way  for  us  to  get 
to  the  top,  and  that  is  for  the  top  students 
to  receive  lower  grades  than  us.  Instead  of 
being  happy  for  another  student’s  aca¬ 
demic  progress,  we  feel  threatened  and 
jealous  by  it.  We  end  up  subconsciously 
wishing  that  other  kids  will  get  bad  grades. 
It  is  a  kill  or  be  killed  situation  where  a 
person’s  number  is  more  important  than 
friendship.  Rank  creates  a  class  of  selfish 
and  jealous  students  with  low  ethics. 


By  Kelly  Hourihan,  III 
Contributing  Writer 

In  the  December  issue  of  the 
Argo,  an  article  entitled,  “Legalize  It!”  by 
Michael  Tumposky  was  published.  This 
article  spoke  in  defense  of  legalizing  all 
drugs,  centering  in  part  around  the  debate 
on  legalizing  marijuana.  I  want  to  state 
that  I  respect  this  opinion;  many  points 
made  were  valid,  at  least  in  part,  and  all 
were  stated  clearly  and  concisely.  How¬ 
ever,  despite  this,  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
benefits  of  legalizing  drugs  would  be  far 
outweighed  by  the  bad  effects. 

First,  the  article  states  that  if 
drugs  were  legalized,  gang  violence  would 
drop  dramatically.  I  have  not  researched 
this,  but  it  seems  very  simplistic  to  me  to 
assume  that  this  one  step  would  make 
such  a  huge  difference  in  such  a  vast 
problem.  I  am  sure  many  gang  battles 
occur  over  drugs,  but  there  may  be  other 
reasons  for  gangs  to  be  at  war  as  well.  In 
this  same  vein,  a  parallel  is  drawn  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  Prohibition  era.  One 
point  which  was  overlooked,  however,  is 
that  alcohol  had  been  legal  until  prohibi¬ 
tion;  more  people  were  addicted,  and  as 
alcohol  had  been  legal  for  so  long,  many 
people  were  highly  ignorant  and  refused 
to  comply.  People  had  taken  for  granted 
that  alcohol 
had  always 
been  legal,  so 
many  people 
became  furi¬ 
ous  when  al¬ 
cohol  be¬ 
came  illegal.  Narcotics,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  never  been  legal,  and  for  the  most 
part  this  is  accepted.  Yes— as  Tumposky 's 
article  attests — there  is  some  controversy, 
but  not  nearly  so  much  as  there  was  over 
Prohibition. 

The  article  also  states  that  deaths 
from  overdoses  would  drop  dramatically 
should  drugs  become  legal.  This  may  be 
partly  true,  but  not  to  the  degree  that  the 
article  states.  The  statement  that  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  could  check 
drugs  for  dangerous  substances  before 
they  were  sold  across  U.S.  borders  is 
ridiculous.  Drugs,  inherently,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous,  no  matter  how  care¬ 
fully  they  are  inspected.  People  would 
simply  be  overdosing  on  purer  substances. 
Maybe  the  number  of  drug-related  deaths 
due  to  impurity  would  drop  some,  but 
because  of  increased  usage,  a  substantial 
number  would  remain. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  previous 
article,  the  idea  of  limiting  a  person’s 
intake  in  a  prescription-like  system  might 
help  to  rectify  the  program  of  drug-related 
deaths — a  little  bit.  A  person  can  still  end 
up  completely  addicted,  entirely  depen¬ 
dent  on  these  drugs,  and  close  to  helpless 
to  stop.  If  drugs  were  legal,  a  far  greater 
number  of  people  would  end  up  addicted 
than  there  are  at  present.  People  who 
would  never  dream  of  disobeying  the  law 
would  think,  “How  bad  can  it  be — it’s 
government  approved!”  They  would  try 


heroin  once,  twice,  maybe  three  times, 
and  end  up  hooked.  Not  a  nice  scenario,  at 
least  in  my  opinion.  And  as  for  those 
people  who  are  already  addicted,  they’d 
go  straight  back  to  the  black  market  if  the 
government  wouldn’t  give  them  what  they 
needed.  It  would  be  close  to  impossible 
for  them  to  cut  back  so  drastically  in  one 
step,  and  they’re  paying  the  prices  on  the 
black  market  right  now,  aren  ’  t  they?  What 
does  it  matter  if  the  government  sells  it 
cheaper?  In  this  case,  the  only  purpose 
legalizing  drugs  would  serve,  as  far  as 
these  people  are  concerned,  would  be  to 
make  drugs  more  accessible  and  help  them 
kill  themselves. 

Later,  the  article  admits  that  there 
are  inherent  dangers  in  legalizing  drugs. 
However,  it  insists  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  danger  in  legalizing  pot — ’’...marijuana 
kills  no  one,  while  cigarettes.. .kill  one 
person  every  four  seconds.”  Apparently 
Tumposky  didn’t  know  that  marijuana 
does  roughly  three  times  the  harm  to  one’s 
lungs  that  cigarettes  do.  At  seven  joints  a 
day — certainly  not  an  outrageous  number 
for  someone  addicted  (hey,  the  “psycho¬ 
logical”  addiction  can  be  pretty  dam  tough 
to  conquer) — that’s  the  equivalent  of  a 
pack-a-day  habit.  There  are  various  other 
dangers  associated  with  marijuana  as  well: 
it  can  cause  serious  heart  irregularities,  as 

it  elevates  the 
heart’s  need 
for  oxygen 
while  lower¬ 
ing  its  supply; 
it  impairs  the 
body’s  capac¬ 
ity  to  fight  infection;  it  inflames  the  nasal 
tissues,  which  can  lead  to  chronic  bron¬ 
chitis;  it  can  lead  to  fertility  problems  (or 
a  low  sperm  count,  as  the  case  may  be). 
Ten  drags  on  a  joint  can  bring  one’s  heart 
rate  from  70  bets  a  minute  to  100+  beats 
a  minute.  It  severely  impairs  short-term 
memory.  If  taken  with  alcohol,  it  sup¬ 
presses  the  body’s  instinct  to  vomit,  al¬ 
lowing  dangerous  amounts  of  alcohol  to 
remain  in  the  body  and  possibly  lead  to 
alcohol  poisoning,  lung  damage,  and 
death.  Last,  but  not  least,  very  often 
marij  uana  use  leads  to  the  use  of  far  more 
serious  drugs.  It’s  a  series  of  steps:  alco¬ 
hol  or  cigarettes,  marijuana,  pills,  co¬ 
caine  or  LSD.  Very  few  people  experi¬ 
ment  with  more  serious  drugs  without 
having  tried  pot  first.  One  study  showed 
that  people  who  used  marijuana  as  teen¬ 
agers  were  seventeen  times  more  likely 
to  become  cocaine  addicts  as  adults. 

In  summary,  I  suppose  many  of 
the  points  made  in  Mr.  Tumposky’s  ar¬ 
ticle  were  valid  to  an  extent;  but  only  to 
an  extent,  and  a  few  were  simply  mis¬ 
taken.  At  any  rate,  the  good  effects  would 
be  completely  negated  by  the  bad  ef¬ 
fects,  should  drugs  be  legalized.  Should 
drugs  be  legalized,  we  might  have  a 
society  with  less  gang  violence,  possibly 
fewer  drug-related  deaths  (though  that  is 
unlikely).  . .  and  one  in  which  half  the 
population,  ends  up  hooked. 


What 
comes  in 
this  box. 


RAT 

POISON 


Also 
comes  in 
this  box. 


v  Cyanide  is  the  deadly  ingredient  in  rat  poison. 
1 JJ^  And  just  one  of  the  many  deadly  substances 
in  cigarette  smoke. 


CDC 


Class  rank ,  on  the  other  hand 
serves  no  other  purpose  except  to 
lower  the  self-esteem  of  students 
who  rank  badly  and  raise  the  ego 
of  those  who  rank  well. 


Drugs ,  inherrently,  are  dangerous, 
no  mattrer  how  well  inspected 
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Arts  Spotlight 


By  Kait  Stokes,  I 
Staff  Writer 

I  met  Jesse  while  assistant  directing  A 
Streetcar  Named  Desire ,  in  which  he  played  the 
character  of  Mitch.  Actually  we  met  over  my  cam¬ 
era,  which  I  had  brought  to  rehearsal,  which  he 
immediately  picked  up  and  asked  to  take  pictures 
with.  Seeing  as  he  is  an  up  and  coming  photogra¬ 
pher,  judging  by  his  pictures  of  the  Thanksgiving 
Latin  Football  game  seen  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Argo,  I  let  him.  This  was  Jesse’s  first  time  working 
with  the  Drama  Club,  first  time  he  thought  he  had  to 
“really  act".  His  acting  debut  was  as  a  goblin  in  The 
Hobbit  in  5th  grade  (as  well  as  being  the  assistant 
sound  effects  man  and  playing  the  violin  as  the 
accompanying  musical  score).  But  he  started  get¬ 
ting  really  interested  in  drama  during  the  eighth 

grade  after  performing  in  the  Connections  play. 
After  that  he  inquired  about  other  acting  programs, 
and  someone  suggested  the  Young  at  Arts  Drama 
Club  at  the  Wang  Center.  So  the  next  year  he  went 
right  ahead  and  tried  out.  The  Wang  provides  a 
program  for  high  school  students  where  they  write 
their  own  plays,  perform,  sing,  and  dance  for  an  end 
of  the  year  show.  Still,  even  after  all  of  this,  Jesse 
feels  that  Streetcar  was  the  first  time  he  had  to 
actually  play  another  person,  because  he  explains  at 
the  Wang  characters  they  create  are  often  very 
personal.  In  Streetcar ,  however,  he  had  to  find  ways 
to  become  present  in  Mitch’s  character,  including 
making  some  of  the  cast  get  him  angry  before  his  big 
scene. 

Besides  being  an  extremely  talented  actor 
he  is  also  an  excellent  pianist.  He  started  playing 
classical  piano  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  after 
already  having  played  the  violin  for  two  years. 
While  he  still  loves  Chopin,  he  admits  after  having 
started  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer,  he  is  partial 
to  Jazz.  He  claims  he  doesn’t  play  seriously,  but 
having  listened  to  at  least  one  of  his  original  short 
pieces  and  his  improvisations  during  Jazz  songs,  I 
disagree.  He’s  now  switched  teachers  and  continues 
to  take  jazz  lessons  from  a  teacher  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

Not  only  is  he  an  artist  in  many  ways,  but 
he  also  excels  at  science,  mainly  biology.  In  ninth 
grade  biology  he  was  fascinated  by  genetics  and 
medicine.  Last  summer  he  worked  in  a  lab  at  Boston 
University,  testing  the  effects  of  morphine,  cocaine 
and  prozac  on  rats.  This  summer  he  hopes  to  work 
in  a  program  at  a  Harvard  lab.  Jesse  hopes  to  pursue 
a  career  in  Biomedical  engineering  at  California 
Institute  of  Technology,  while  continuing  to  act  and 
play  piano. 


A  Stellar  Performance 


By  Beth  Greenwood,  I 
Copy  Editor 


At  first,  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire  seems  an 
unusual  if  not  artistically  risky  selection  for  a  high :  school 
drama  group.  It  is  a  uniquely  character-drivem  play,  and 
a  weak  or  juvenile  performance  by  one  of  the,  characters 
can  destroy  the  balance  of  the  entire  work.  Fortunately, 
the  performance  of  the  newly  incorporated!  Boston  Latin 
School  Drama  Club  proved  that  adult  drama  such  as 
Streetcar  can  be 
successfully  and 
even  dazzlingly 
produced  in  a  high 
school  setting. 

There  were  few 
members  of  the 
audience  on  open¬ 
ing  night  who 
would  have  recog¬ 
nized  the  show  as 
a  high  school  pro¬ 
duction.  The  ac¬ 
tors  convincingly 
created  some  of 
the  most  famous 
characters  in 
American  theater 
in  a  balanced  way: 
theydidnotmimic 

some  of  the  great  performers  who  have  played  those 
roles,  but  they  did  not  destroy  the  essence  of  the  charac¬ 
ters  by  recreating  them  on  a  high  school  level.  These 
were  not  adolescents  pretending  to  be  grown-ups,  they 
were  individuals  who  had  an  intense  feeling  for  their 
characters.  These  performances  were  only  enhanced  by 
the  amazing  sets.  One  of  the  positive  aspects  of  the 
recent  merger  of  the  drama  clubs  in  our  school  has  been 
the  new  availability  of  resources.  The  crew  of  A  Street¬ 
car  Named  Desire  certainly  made  the  use  of  those  re¬ 
sources.  The  auditorium  at  Mass  College  of  Art  gave  the 
actors  a  beautiful  performing  space.  The  sets  and  props 
also  reached  a  level  of  complexity  and  realism  that  could 
be  seldom  achieved  by  either  Centre  Stage  or  the  Classi¬ 
cal  Club  last  year  for  economic  reasons.  This  new,  more 
elaborate  playing  area  was  very  well  handled  by  the 
director,  cast,  and  crew.  Ursula  Liff,  the  talented  direc¬ 
tor,  struck  a  balance,  using  her  new  resources  fully,  but 
not  allowing  the  actors  or  the  show  to  get  lost  in  the  set 
or  overwhelmed  by  the  props.  The  set  gave  a  wonderful 
tone  of  realism  then,  as  a  good  set  should,  disappeared  to 
allow  the  actors  to  take  center  stage. 

The  actors  in  this  production  were  all  truly 
exceptional.  However,  it  is  the  character  of  Blanche 
DuBois,  the  emotionally  fragile  Southern  belle  who  is 
lost  in  the  brutally  realistic  city,  who  is  at  the  center  of 
any  production  of  Streetcar.  Katrina  Grigg-Saito’s  per¬ 
formance  as  Blanche  was  breathtaking.  Blanche  is  a 
complicated  character:  condescending  but  fragile;  ma¬ 
nipulative  but  hurt.  Katrina  occupied  the  character  of 
Blanche  unconditionally.  Blanche  is  the  sort  of  character 
that  a  lesser  actress  could  have  shied  away  from,  but 
Katrina  was  willing  to  accept  her,  even  when  she  was 
disturbing  or  difficult.  Blanche,  to  mix  Tennessee  Wil¬ 
liams  metaphors,  could  be  a  piece  of  Laura’s  glass:  she 
is  luminescent  when  in  her  element,  and  can  almost 
convince  those  around  her  that  she  is  invincible,  but  the 
audience  is  always  expecting  traffic  to  jar  the  shelves, 
and  Blanche  to  fall  the  ground,  completely  shattered. 
Katrina  kept  this  state  of  nervous  tension  in  the  air 
throughout  her  performance.  She  did  a  wonderful  job 


portraying  Blanche  when  she  became  increasing  un¬ 
stable  towards  the  end  of  the  play,  but  was  equally  adept 
during  the  perhaps  more  difficult  scenes  when  Blanche 
was  fragile  but  not  yet  broken. 

Although  the  play  would  have  been  the  success 
that  is  was  without  Katrina’s  performance,  the  other 
characters  are  just  as  vital  to  the  play  as  Blanche.  Max 
Shulman  filled  the  difficult  role  of  Stanley  admirably. 
Stanley  is  a  brutal  character;  in  order  to  truly  capture  him, 
an  actor  must  trust  himself  with  the  raw  emotions  Stanley 

feels.  Max  created 
a  Stanley  that  was 
powerful  without 
being  a  caricature. 
The  famous 
“Stelllllaaaa!” 
scene  could  have 
descended  into 
cliched  or  uncon¬ 
nected  emotion, 
but  Max  con¬ 
vinced  the  audi¬ 
ence  that  his  cry 
came  from  genu¬ 
ine  need  and  emo¬ 
tion.  Stanley  is  not 
without  feelings, 
however  brutish 
he  may  be,  and 
that  scene  is  vital 
to  his  existence  as  a  character,  it  is  here,  rather  than  in  the 
violent  exchanges  he  has,  that  his  character  could  have 
fallen  apart.  Like  Katrina,  Max  trusted  himself  and  his 
character  enough  to  give  Stanley  many  sides  without 
straying  from  the  playwright’s  intentions.  Tiffany  Luongo 
played  Stella.  Although  Stella  by  definition  does  not 
have  the  passion  of  Blanche  or  the  force  of  Stanley, 
Tiffany  gave  a  quietly  solid  performance  as  the  over¬ 
shadowed  sister  and  wife.  This  was  her  debut  perfor¬ 
mance,  and,  as  she  is  a  sophomore,  she  will  undoubtedly 
make  an  impression  on  future  dramatic  endeavors  in  the 
school.  Jesse  Barnes  was  Mitch,  who  is  drawn  to  Blanche 
but  finally  driven  away  when  he  learns  of  her  created, 
imagined  inner  life.  Jesse  captured  Mitch  very  well, 
setting  himself  apart  from  Stanley  and  the  other  men  but 
never  overplaying  Mitch’s  sensitive  side.  His  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  final  scene,  as  he  watched  Blanche  be  taken 
to  the  mental  institution,  was  particularly  good;  he  com¬ 
municated  Mitch’s  quiet  despair,  confusion,  and  frustra¬ 
tion.  The  cast  of  Streetcar  was  quite  large,  and  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  the  director  and  the  actors  that  each  character 
took  his  or  her  moment  on  stage  effectively,  then  became 
part  of  the  ensemble  without  creating  a  crowded  or 
chaotic  atmosphere.  Complete  and  cooperative  perfor¬ 
mances  were  given  by  Candice  Frederick,  Ernesto 
Hernandez,  Bryan  Eustis,  AlfaTiruneh,  Amelia  Aubourg, 
and  Michael  Tumposky.  In  particular,  Morgan 
S  tockmayer  and  Ari  McKenna  were  wonderful  as  Eunice 
and  Steve,  the  neighbors  of  Stella  and  Stanley.  Morgan 
and  Ari  were  genuinely  enjoying  themselves,  and  added 
tremendously  to  the  atmosphere  of  the  neighborhood 
where  Blanche  found  herself. 

A  Streetcar  Named  Desire  was  an  excellent 
debut  for  the  new  Boston  Latin  School  Drama  Club.  It 
was  a  challenge,  both  technically  and  artistically,  that 
was  met  in  both  respects.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the 
director,  Ursula  Liff,  and  the  assistant  director,  Kait 
Stokes;  but  most  of  all,  credit  is  due  to  the  cast  and  crew. 
The  cooperation  and  the  work  that  must  have  gone  into 
this  show  were  apparent  on  opening  night.  The  product 
was  certainly  worth  the  effort. 
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Evita  Sings  Success 


By  Ursula  Liff,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Finally,  after  years  of  hype,  the  long- 
awaited  musical  Evita  hit  the  Boston  theatres 
on  New  Year's  Day.  It  is  the  first  movie- 
musical  made  in  ten  years.  Because  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  production  and  the  ever  so 
popular  score  of  “Sir”  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber, 
many  directors  turned  down  the  daunting 
project,  fearing  a  flop.  The  most  controversial 
problem  was  finding  the  woman  who  was  to 
play  Eva  Peron,  the  Evita,  who  would  sing 
“Don’t  Cry  for  me  Argentina...”  When  Ma¬ 
donna  was  signed,  expectations  soared.  Fash¬ 
ion  designers  started  preparing  1930’s  cloth¬ 
ing  to  hit  the  stores  immediately  upon  Evita' s 
release  and  Estee  Lauder  featured  Madonna’s 
face  at  counters  during  the  Holiday  Season. 
Evita,  with  Webber’s  almost  annoying  eleva¬ 
tor  music,  cried  out  to  be  trashed,  but  it  was 
great. 

Madonna  does  not  just 
complete  a  star-studded  cast, .  . 
she  indeed  became  Evita,  be¬ 
came  the  woman  Argentina 
looked  up  to,  not  just  the 
woman  pop  culture  idolizes. 

So  everyone  immediately  asks  me 
about  Madonna,  the  American  icon.  Of  course, 
I’m  biased  because  I  went  to  the  theatre  on 
New  Year’s  Day  at  10  p.m.  singing  “Cherish,” 
fully  ready  to  love  it.  Madonna  does  not  just 
complete  a  star-studded  cast,  nor  does  she  just 
depict  a  sexy  Eva  Peron.  It  is  evident  that  she 
indeed  became  Evita,  became  the  woman  Ar¬ 
gentina  looked  up  to,  not  just  the  woman  pop 
culture  idolizes.  Her  voice  can  be  easily  ana¬ 
lyzed  and  tom  to  pieces  by  any  singer;  how¬ 
ever,  she  makes  it  real,  intense,  and  lets  the 
music  of  Webber  bleed  through  with  a  new 
originality.  In  a  recent  interview  Antonio 
Banderas  (Che),  who  is  a  co-star  of  the  film, 


related  how  Madonna  inspired  the  entire  cast 
to  reach  a  new  understanding  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  musical,  the  importance  of  under¬ 
standing  who  Eva  Peron  was  for  the  people  of 
Argentina.  Madonna  lets  her  voice  crack,  her 
face  sag,  her  movements  stiffen,  and  it  is  here 
where  she  becomes  a  character,  not  just  a 
flawless  idol. 

Probably  the  most  surprising  aspect 
of  the  production  is  Antonio  Banderas’  ability 
to  sing,  or  at  least  his  seeming  comfortableness 
with  Webber’s  challenging  score.  His  role  is 
just  as  significant  as  Madonna’s,  acting  as  a 
symbol  of  Argentina’s  working  class.  In  each 
scene  he  appears  in  a  different  costume,  but  as 
the  same  character,  merely  a  voice,  a  critic  of 
the  reality  of  the  situation.  Because  of  his 
omni-present  nature  he  is  a  hard  character  for 
directors  to  block,  but  the  cleverly  fast  move¬ 
ment  of  the  movie  enables  the  director  to  create 
a  unique  bond  between  the  character  of  Che 
and  the  audience.  Bandaras  comes  through 
very  well  during  sessions  of  comic  relief  where 
his  body  language  and  mannerisms  make  him 
instandy  a  likable  companion,  even  through¬ 
out  bloody  turmoil. 

Jonathan  Pryce  plays  a  far  less  sig¬ 
nificant  role  than  Madonna  or  Banderas.  The 
shallowness  of  the  role  makes  Pryce  seem 
awkward  and  he  has  trouble  finding  his  usual 
originality.  Instead  he  uses  the  same  voice  of 
the  Engineer  pimp  he  depicted  in  Miss  Saigon 
to  depict  Colonel  Peron,  the  corrupting  dicta¬ 
tor  of  Argentina. 

More  than  the  stars,  however,  Evita  is 
successful  in  maintaining  quality  acting  in 
minor  roles  as  well.  The  director  is  able  to 
catch  the  mood  of  Argentina:  slow  methodical 
dancing,  facial  expressions  and  elaborate  cos¬ 
tumes  add  to  create  a  definitive  flavor.  Al¬ 
though  a  lot  of  the  political  importance  flew 
over  my  head  during  the  excitement  (partly 
because  the  movie  doesn't  explain  it  clearly), 
Evita  tries  to  deal  with  the  musical  in  a  far 
deeper  way  than  most  productions,  and  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  enticing  even  the  non-musical  lover. 


Master  Class 


By  Amelia  Burke,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

In  The  Wilbur  Theater’s  recent  produc¬ 
tion  of  “Master  Class,”  the  enthralling  story  of 
Maria  Callas’  life  is  brilliantly  told.  Her  life  is 
depicted  through  the  lyrics  of  her  students  as  they 
sing  excerpts  of  the  diva’ s  previous  performances 
in  a  master  class  taught  by  the  former  opera  star 
herself.  In  this  master  class  Callas  is  supposed  to 
devote  total  time  and  energy  to  the  students,  and 
it  is  through  her  encounters  with  these  budding 
stars  themselves  and  the  amateur  performances 
of  her  famous  work  which  relates  the  life  and 
experiences  of  Maria  Callas. 

The  Wilbur  Theater  provided  an  ideal 
location  for  this  “master  class.”  Because  of  its 
small  size  the  show  had  a  coziness  that  made  the 
master  class  more  personal  and  private  which  is 
a  virtue  that  would  not  have  been  possible  in  a 
larger  theater.  The  scenery  was  also  very  plain, 
consisting  of  a  simple,  yet  elegant  room  with  a 
table,  a  chair,  and  a  piano.  The  simplicity  was 
very  effective  because  it  allowed  the  viewer’s 
attention  to  be  directed  to  the  actors  and  it  also  left 


room  on  the  stage  for  the  incredible  transforma¬ 
tion  that  takes  place  in  the  theater  later  in  the 
show. 

It  is  impossible  to  see  the  show  and  not 
recognize  the  celebrated  Faye  Dunaway.  Not 
only  was  she  powerful  because  of  her  established 
fame,  but  also  because  she  took  the  character  of 
Maria  Callas  and  made  her  into  the  coolly  majes¬ 
tic  figure  that  she  is.  Through  Callas’  humor  and 
sarcasm  Dunaway  told  the  story  of  her  character, 
and  as  memories  are  dredged  up  from  the  past, 
emotions  not  thought  capable  of  Callas  are  mani¬ 
fested.  Dunaway  added  a  dynamic  element  to  the 
show  because  of  her  elegance  and  charm,  and  her 
conversations  with  the  audience  right  before  the 
beginning  broke  that  invisible  wall  that  often 
exists  between  the  audience  and  the  performers. 

Said  to  “appeal  only  to  opera  fans  and 
Callas  worshipers,”  this  show  instead  speaks 
instead  candidly  to  anyone  who  has  ever  aspired 
to  be  anyone.  Callas  herself  serves  as  a  lesson 
about  finding  oneself,  and  she  teaches  that  to 
achieveyour  goal  you  must  be  dare  to  be  an 
individual  and  you  must  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
your  heart  for  your  dream. 


Arts  Spotlight 


By  John  Teifert,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Seventeen  years  ago  a  screaming  little  baby  girl  was  brought 
upon  this  planet  Earth.  After  years  of  failure,  success,  setbacks, 
breakthroughs  and  constant  experimentation  she  is  still  screaming, 
but  in  her  own  way.  Sarah  Bairstow  is  one  of  the  most  talented  and 
accomplished  artists  in  our  student  body.  Her  strength  lies  not  in  her 
considerable  technical  skill  but  in  her  blindingly  creative  approach  to 
life,  the  universe,  and  everything. 

Having  studied  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Boston,  Massachusetts 
College  of  Art,  The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design,  and  many  other  world  famous  art  schools,  Sarah  has  a 
strong  formal  art  training  involving  figure  drawing,  painting,  sculpt¬ 
ing,  animation,  and  a  battery  of  other  media  which  she  wields  with 
skill  and  creativity.  Sarah’sart  training  is  extensive.  Spanning  no  less 
than  a  decade,  her  impressive  career  is  ever  broadening. 

Somehow  she  finds  time  to  do  not  only  all  of  her  schoolwork 
(immaculately,  mind  you),  and  art,  but  also  participates  in  gospel 
choir,  tutors  lowerclassmen  in  English  and  Latin,  is  the  art  editor  for 
The  Register,  an  illustrator  for  The  Argo  (check  this  issue  for  her  fine 
products),  and  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society. 

Known  to  delight  in  a  savory  treat  on  occasion,  Sarah  enjoys 
housework  and  cooking.  She  told  me  during  our  interview  that,  and 
I  quote,  “I  hope  to  do  nothing  more  than  be  servile,  fawning,  and 
obsequious.”  I  knew  she  was  merely  employing  her  world-class  wit, 
so  I  pursued  the  question  of  her  aspirations.  She  finally  confided  her 
wish  to  start  her  own  graphic  design  studio  and  pursue  an  art- 
intensive  career  path.  Her  other  goals  include  becoming  a  fashion 
model,  moving  to  Europe,  and  touring  the  continent. 

Sarah’s  cat  Bianca  serves  as  a  source  of  great  inspiration. 
When  you  see  Sarah  in  the  hall  feel  free  to  come  over  and  say  hello, 
and  as  you  do  you  might  notice  a  heavy  layer  of  white  fur,  especially 
on  her  shoulders  and  back.  Bianca  has  left  her  mark.  Occasionally 
attacked,  often  ignored,  seldom  appreciated,  Sarah  is  treated  very 
poorly  by  her  cat.  Bianca  is  loved  all  the  more.  Her  free  spirit  is  like 
a  kindred  soul  to  Sarah,  especially  on  the  long  sleepless  nights  spent 
making  deadlines  and  doing  personal  favors  for  the  people  she  loves. 
Sitting  at  her  desk,  falling  asleep,  writing,  and  doing  any  number  of 
other  late-night  activities  in  her  room  are  all  the  more  pleasant 
knowing  that  her  trusty  feline  friend  is  there  by  her  side. 

The  Beatles  were  the  most  successful  musicians  in  history. 
Sarah  is  part  of  the  reason  for  their  success.  She  is  an  avid  listener  and 
knows  all  the  Beatles  by  name  (John,  Paul,  George,  and  Ringo;  for 
those  of  you  who  live  in  a  cultural  vacuum).  Don’t  ask  her  for  a  copy 
of  one  of  the  fab  four’s  albums;  she  has  all  of  them,  but  has  never 
broken  a  law  in  her  life,  and  does  not  intend  to  start  now. 

Being  a  Connecticut  native  has  contributed  to  her  outlook  on 
life,  and  her  approach  to  her  art.  One  of  her  better  known  pieces, 
“Mother  and  Child”,  is  hanging  proudly  in  room  206  (as  of  Jan.  30). 
It  emphasizes  such  diverse  themes  as  time,  reality ,  perception,  family, 
and  existence.  The  piece  itself  has  been  described  as  “nutty”  and 
“kooky,”  but  the  technique  is  unmistakably  Sarah’s.  The  meticulous 
use  of  pen  and  ink,  careful  placement  of  lines,  and  well  thought  out 
composition  all  contribute  to  a  unity  and  depth  consistent  with  Miss 
Bairstow’s  craft. 

Sarah  wishes  to  thank  her  loving  parents  for  all  the  support 
that  they  have  given  her  over  the  years.  She  would  also  like  to  express 
how  deeply  grateful  she  is  to  them  for  all  their  time  and  patience.  Her 
sense  of  humor,  talent,  and  skill  will  surely  take  her  far  in  life, 
certainly  beyond  the  servile,  fawning,  and  obsequious  one  she  joked 
about. 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  March  1997 


Wolfpack  Hockey  Works  Hard 


By  Laura  Craven,  II 
Assistant  Sports  Editor  & 
Keith  McCulley,  I 
Staff  Writer 


There  isn’t  a  chance  you  haven’t 
seen  the  posters.  There  isn  ’  t  a  chance  you 
haven’t  seen  the  gym  walls.  There  isn’t  a 
chance  you  haven’t  heard  about  them. 
They  happen  to  be  leading  the  MVC- 
DCL.  They  are  our  very  own  Wolfpack 
hockey  team.  So  where  are  all  the  fans? 
Their  home  games  are  at  Northeastern, 
and  for  those  of  you  who  use  the 
excuse  that  you  don’t  know  how 
to  get  there,  take  the  trolley  (or 
39)  across  from  the  Mass.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art.  Get  off  at  the  North¬ 
eastern  stop.  Matthew’s  Arena 
is  behind  Northeastern.  The 
Wolfpack  works  really  hard  to 
go  out  and  play  exciting,  win¬ 
ning  and  entertaining  games,  but 
they  need  some  encouragement.  Come  to 
a  game;  I  guarantee  you’ll  like  what  you 
see. 

Now,  about  the  team.  You  won’t 
catch  a  game  without  seeing  Co-Captain 
Mike  D’Amelio  scoring  at  least  once.  He 
maintains  his  title  as  a  leading  scorer  in 
the  MVC-DCL,  and  I’m  sure  he  will  keep 
it.  Everyone's  heard  of  the  notorious 


By  Ursula  Liff,  I 
Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 
&  Dan  Restuccia,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

The  Boston  Latin  Tennis  Team 
has  had  problems.  Always  pushed  to  the 
front  of  the  baseball  bus,  always  men¬ 
tioned  last  at  the  Sports  Banquet,  the  ten¬ 
nis  team  has  received  very  little  school 
support.  The  team  has  only  won  two 
matches  in  the 
last  six  years. 

The 
Dual  County 
League  is  ex¬ 
tremely  com¬ 
petitive.  Most 
teams  play  to¬ 
gether  through¬ 
out  the  year  on  indoor  facilities.  Many  of 
the  players  are  top-ranked  in  New  En¬ 
gland.  The  Boston  Latin  Tennis  Team 
generally  assembles  two  weeks  before  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  Many  players 
haven’t  picked  up  a  racket  since  the  last 
meet;  others,  who  play  doubles,  have  never 
talked  to  their  partners  before.  Atten¬ 
dance  at  practice  is  often  very  poor.  The 
boys'  and  girls'  teams  do  not  have  uni¬ 
forms,  practice  balls,  or  sufficient  prac¬ 
tice  space.  The  lack  of  support  further 
hinders  an  already  struggling  program. 


Danny  B.  He  comes  prepared  to  play  hard- 
every  game  and  puts  his  whole  head  into 
iL  You  can  always  count  on  Co-Captains 
Jim  Hennessey  and  Jim  “The  Bear” 
Mahoney  to  be  a  part  of  the  action  on  the 
ice.  They  add  extra  excitement.  Eric 
Martin  protects  Wolfpack  territory  to  the 
utmost.  He’s  the  “Chief’ of  Defense,  and 
has  help  from  “little  buddy,"  Charlie  Levin. 
Charlie  never  hesitates  to  hit  someone 
twice  his  size.  Brian  Norton  has  played  an 
essential  role  in  the  success  of  the  de¬ 
fense.  Brian  does  what  it  takes  to  defend 


his  team.  Chris  Swain  uses  his  superior 
skating  skills  to  maneuver  on  the  ice.  Jon 
Kearns  has  provided  excellent  offense. 
Ricky  Belmonte,  Matt  Burke,  and  Paul 
O’Leary  have  helped  the  Pack  rise  to  the 
occasion  and  have  scored  in  recent  games. 
This  season  the  younger  players  have 
stepped  up  quite  a  bit.  Joe  Coffey  has 
been  playing  well,  scoring  in  the  last  two 


Last  spring,  a  group  of  parents 
and  volunteers  formed  BLAST,  Boston 
Latin  Tennis  Association  (don’t  even  try 
to  make  the  letters  match  the  words;  it  just 
doesn’t  work),  whose  primary  goal  is  to 
raise  enough  money  to  allow  the  Latin 
tennis  team  to  compete  on  a  level  playing 
field  with  other  schools  in  the  DCL. 
BLAST  has  raised  $5500  through  a  grant 
from  the  United  States  Tennis  Associa¬ 
tion  and  donations  from  parents,  friends, 
and  alumni.  Much  of  this  money  has  gone 


toward  pre-season  practices  at 
Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  in  Mattapan, 
led  by  a  group  of  volunteer  coaches. 

Last  spring,  after  watching  sev¬ 
eral  matches  as  a  spectator,  Andy  Crane 
sensed  a  pressing  need  for  help  and  volun¬ 
teered  as  an  assistant  coach.  Andy  was  an 
instrumental  person  in  the  formation  of 
BLAST,  and  has  facilitated  a  great  deal  of 
its  fundraising  efforts,  including  a  thou- 
sand-dollar  grant  from  the  USTA.  He 
plays  doubles  and  was  undefeated  last 
year  on  the  men’s  A  team  at  the  Boston 


games.  Goalies  John  Balconis  and  Ted 
Kelliher  has  been  a  gigantically  gargan¬ 
tuan  force  between  the  posts,  making  as 
many  as  25  saves  a  game. 

The  team  as  a  whole  has  domi¬ 
nated  the  league,  and  established  them¬ 
selves  as  sumus  primi  in  the  MVC-DCL. 
The  Pack  took  sole  possession  of  first 
with  a  7  to  3  win  over  Haverhill,  their 
closest  competition.  They  jumped  to  an 
early  lead  on  goals  by  Don  Baily,  and 
Ricky  Belmont,  then  were  able  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  lead  with  the  stellar  defense  of 
The  Bear  and  Chris  Swain. 
They  followed  that  victory  with 
another  7  goal  game  against 
Concorde-Carlisle.  The  of¬ 
fense  was  powered  by  Mike 
D’Amelio,  Jon  Kearns,  and 
Ryan  Sweeney.  The  defense 
held  C-C  to  only  2  goals.  They 
now  have  a  3  pt.  lead  over 
Haverhill  and  are  within  one 
game  of  clinching  the  MVC-DCL. 

Their  expertise  and  exemplary 
sportsmanship  has  labeled  the  Wolfpack 
not  only  as  a  commendable  team  on  the 
ice,  but  off  the  ice  as  well.  Don’t  miss 
your  chance  to  see  an  accomplished  team 
put  on  the  most  enjoyable  game  of  hockey 
you  will  ever  witness! 


BLAST  of 


Athletic  Club.  During  the  off-season, 
Andy  has  led  the  boys’  team  practices  at 
Sportsmen’s  and  he  will  continue  to  serve 
as  a  volunteer  assistant  to  head  coach  Bill 
Kates  throughout  the  season. 

Monica  Ulles,  a  tennis  instructor 
recently  certified  by  the  US  Pro  Tennis 
Association,  heads  the  girls’  tennis  prac¬ 
tices  at  Sportsmen’s.  She  is  commonly 
joined  by  her  teammate  from  the  Boston 
AthleticClub,  Suzanne Naudin,  and  some¬ 
times  Rhonda  Green  and  Pat  St.  James. 
u  Although  Monica 

has never coached 
before,  she 
jumped  at  the 
chance  when 
Andy  suggested 
the  possibility  of 
coaching  the 
team.  With  their 
help,  the  girls'  tennis  team  is  slowly  be¬ 
ginning  to  move  their  feet. 

Tennis  is  not  a  joke  anymore. 
The  Latin  tennis  teams  hope  to  have  their 
best  season  in  1997.  The  boys  have  all 
seven  of  last  year’s  varsity  players  return¬ 
ing  and  the  girls  have  several  talented 
underclassmen  playing  for  the  first  time, 
as  well  as  several  young  Varsity  players 
from  last  year.  The  teams  will  be  better 
prepared  than  ever  before  now  with  the 
off-season  practices  and  the  much  needed 
support  of  BLAST. 


Sports 

Spotlight 


By  Kevin  Tarpey 
Contributing  Writer 


Maybe  you  have  seen  a 
short,  stocky  black  kid  cruising 
around  in  a  yellow  clown  car.  He’s 
Linton  Robinson,  star  wrestler  for 
the  Boston  Latin  team.  Linton  has 
been  wrestling  for  six  years,  com¬ 
peting  in  a  wide  variety  of  tourna¬ 
ments,  including  the  Fay  School 
Tournament,  the  Cardigan  Mount 
Tournament  and  the  Catholic  Me¬ 
morial  Tournament.  He  explains  his 
sports  philosophy;  “There  are  two 
types  of  athletes-winners  and  losers. 
Losing  hurts,  so  I’m  a  winner.” 

There  are  two  types  of 
athletes  -  winners  and 
losers.  Losing  hurts,  so 
I’m  a  winner. 

Linton  hopes  to  one  day 
compete  in  the  Olympics  and  win  a 
gold  medal  in  wrestling.  When  asked 
about  becoming  a  professional  wres¬ 
tler,  he  angrily  replies  “Hell,  no.  I 
ain’t  no  sissy  like  Hulk  Hogan.” 
Linton  says  he  has  no  idols.  How¬ 
ever  he  looks  up  to  his  father,  Tiger 
Woods,  Kevin  Garnett  and  Lisa 
Leslie.  He  respects  these  people  for 
overcoming  hardships  and  accom¬ 
plishing  great  things. 

In  his  spare  time  Linton 
stays  physically  fit  by  playing  pick¬ 
up  games  of  basketball  and  football. 
He  maintains  his  great  hand-eye  co¬ 
ordination  by  playing  video  games. 
He  smiles  devilishly,  throws  his 
hands  in  the  air  and  proclaims, 
“Playstation,  baby.” 

In  the  near  future,  Linton 
plans  to  attend  either  Hofstra  or 
UM ASS -Amherst.  If  he  receives  a 
wrestling  scholarship,  he  says  he 
will  continue  to  compete,  otherwise 
he  is  unsure.  While  at  college,  he 
will  major  in  Business  Management. 

In  closing,  Linton  says,  “I 
have  to  give  a  shot  out  to  NHS,  Greg 
Nice  and  the  wrestling  team.  Oh 
yeah,  and  Jim  is  wack.” 


BLS  Tennis  Receives  a 

Support 


The  Dual  County  League  is  extremely  competitive... The 
boys'  and  girls'  teams  do  not  have  uniforms,  practice 
balls,  or  sufficient  practice  space.  The  lack  of  support 
further  hinders  an  already  struggling  program. 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO, 

Congratulations. . . 

T o  the  Speech  and  Debate  team.  Last  weekend  at  the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Lauren .  McDonough  finished  5th  in  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  Debate.  Olivia  Liff  and  Kay  Perdue  reached  semi-finals  in  the  Duo-Interpretation!  Gf  Literature. 

To  the  Debate  Team.  At  Lexington  High  School  last  weekend,  Lauren  McDonough,  finished  1st  in  a  field  of  81  competitors  from 
15  states.  At  Acton-Boxboro  High  School,  the  team  finished  2nd  in  the  small  school,  division.  Jessica  Clark  was  1st  in  Novice 
Extemporaneous  speaking;  Jong  Wai  Tommee  and  Drew  Moore  were  finalists;,  Olivia  Liff  and  Kay  Perdue  were  finalists  in 
Duo-Interpretation;  Jong  Wai  Tommee  qualified  to  State  in  Student  Congress. 

To  Melissa  McClinton  (II)  for  her  excellent  performance  in  the  semi-finals  of  the  Boston  Shakespeare  Competition  at  the  River 
School  last  Saturday.  Melissa  will  compete  in  the  finals  on  Sunday,  2/2,  in  this  'competition  co-sponsored  by  the  English-Speaking 
Union  and  Emerson  College. 

To  the  Debate  Team  last  weekend  at  Manchester  High  School.  Jessica  Clark  was  5th  in  the  Novice  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate; 
Kevin  Mitchell  was  4th  Place  Speaker;  Jong  Wai  Tommee  was  2nd  Place  Speaker  in  Varsity;  Dan  Gelbtuch  was  3rd  Place 
Speaker;  Andrea  Haney  was  2nd  Place  Speaker. 

To  Ronald  Ricupero  (201)  for  placing  2nd  in  the  American  Legion  Oratorical  Contest  on  Sunday  at  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 
Ronaldo  will  be  presenting  BLS  in  the  finals  on  2/23. 

To  the  Debate  Team  last  weekend  at  Needham  High  School.  Paul  McFarland  was  4th  in  Student  Congress;  Amelia  Baker  was 
2nd  in  Novice  Extemporaneous  speaking.  The  team  was  4th  overall  in  the  Small  Schools  Division. 

To  the  Model  UN  team  fora  successful  simulation  at  Boston  College  High  last  Saturday.  Special  commendation  to  Molly  Costello 
(II),  Matt  Christensen  (I)  and  Michelle  Roberts  (I)  for  their  Best  Delegate  Awards. 

To  the  BLS  Math  Counts  Team  for  placing  in  the  top  10  out  of  23  schools  who  participated  in  the  Metro  Chapter  MathCounts 
Competition  held  on  Saturday  at  Chelsea  High  School.  Team  members  are  My  Dzi  Le  (V),  Robert  Virah  (VI),  Qi  Feng  (VI)  and 
Paul  Jackson  (V). 

To  Qi  Feng  (VI)  and  Andrew  Barr  (V)  who  are  respectively  the  school  winner  of  the  annual  NEML  Grade  7  &  8  Contest. 

To  the  athletes  and  coaches  of  all  our  winter  teams.  It  has  been  a  great  season!  We  finished  the  winter  regular  season  with  4 
championships :  Girls  Varsity  Basketball  -  D.C.L.  Champions  (18-1);  Boys  Varsity  Basketball  -  D.C.L.  champions  (17-3);  Boys 
Varsity  Hockey  -  D.C.L.  -  M.V.C.  Division  II  Co-Champs  (13-7);  Girls  Varsity  Track-All-League  Champions.  All  these  teams 
will  now  compete  in  the  MIAA  Tournament. 


Could  pickle 
your  lungs. 
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By  Lauren  Greene,  I 
Features  Editor 


Greetings  and  salutations  to  all  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  dear  Latin  School.  Getting  used  to  a  new 
school  can  be  a  frightening  and  scary  experience  so 
therefore  I  thought  as  a  way  to  welcome  our  new  stu¬ 
dents,  I’d  inform  you  of  some.  .  .  traditions  practiced 
here  at  Latin  School,  you  know,  what  to  beware  of  and 
prepare  for. 

The  first  item  you  ought  to  be  warned  about, 
oops  I  mean  informed  of,  would  be  a  celebration  that  we 
like  to  call  Sixie  Rush  Day.  This  is  a  day  dedicated  to 
welcoming  sixies  and  making  them  feel  more  at  home. 
Mostly  eighth  graders  take  part  in  this  ritual  and  they 
often  refer  to  it  fondly  as  Sixie  Torture  Day.  However, 
don’t  be  nervous,  no  one  has  ever  lost  a  limb  or  fatally 
maimed  themselves,  yet.  Sometimes  mothers  do  com¬ 
plain  about  their  children’s  different  hair  colors,  but  I 
won’t  spoil  the  surprise.  If  you  feel  that  this  is  a  mean  or 


cruel  gesture  of  welcome,  just  remember  that  if  you  last 
until  eighth  grade,  you  can  repay  the  torture,  I  mean, 
welcome  someone  else.  Oh,  and  all  you  B-sies,  don't  feel 
left  out,  there  is  a  special  B-sie  Rush  Day,  too. 

Another  thing  all  newcomers  ought  to  be  aware 
of  is  a  very  special  feature  we  have  here  at  the  Latin 
School.  Since  its  installment,  many  students  have  been 
spared  from  backaches  and  developing  sclerosis  at  a 
young  age.  These  wonders  may  seem  dismal  at  first  yet 
with  a  few  posters  and  pictures,  they  brighten  right  up. 
These  amazing  contraptions  are  called  lockers.  Many 
sixies  in  years  past  seemed  not  to  know  of  this  apparatus 
and  foolishly  thought  that  they  could  carry  all  their 
textbooks  and  notebooks  with  them  to  every  class,  with¬ 
out  storing  some  books  in  their  lockers.  This  resulted  in 
younger  students  carrying  bookbags  which  were  bigger 
than  themselves,  and  this  is  where  the  term  'sixie  bag  ' 
was  originated.  If  you  walk  almost  completely  bent  over 
then  you  are  carrying  a  sixie  bag.  If  you  are  Five  feet 
when  you  stand  up  but  appear  to  be  four  when  you  walk 


from  class  to  class,  you  have  a  sixie  bag.  B-sies  are  quite 
lucky  in  that  they  seem  to  not  experience  this  problem  to 
the  extent  that  the  sixies  do. 

One  thing  which  is  an  essential  to  bring  to 
school  is  a  roll  of  toilet  paper.  While  I  can  not  vouch  for 
the  men’s  room,  the  women’s  bathrooms  at  Latin  School 
never  have  toilet  paper.  It  is  a  fact.  You  can  go  first  thing 
in  the  morning  and  maybe  find  one-eighth  of  a  roll  left, 
but  after  fourth  period  there  is  no  toilet  paper  in  the  entire 
school.  To  remedy  this  problem,  bring  your  own  roll. 
Rather  than  carry  it  all  day  you  can  leave  it  in  your  (what 
an  idea!)  locker! 

I  can’t  tell  you  all  the  wonderful  experiences 
you’ll  have  here  in  your  First  year,  and  if  I  did  it  would 
spoil  the  surprise.  I  wish  you  all  good  teachers,  unscarred 
memories  and  the  best  of  luck.  On  parting,  let  me  leave 
you  one  last  piece  of  advice.  When  an  upperclassmen 
offers  to  sell  you  a  year  long  pass  to  the  fourth  floor 
swimming  pool  for  twenty  dollars,  it’s  bogus,  don’t  buy 
it!  Come  Find  me  and  I’ll  sell  you  one  for  thirteen. 
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By  Ronaldo  Rauseo-Ricupero,  III 
Assistant  News  Editor 


As  new  members  of  the  BLS 
community,  you  should  count  yourselves 
lucky  that  you  have  arrived  now.  You 
missed  a  large  part  of  the  insanity  of  the 
building.  As  of  this  year  a  new  schedule 
will  be  implemented  due  to  the  school¬ 
wide  disapproval  of  the  old  one.  The 
problem  in  the  old  schedule  occurred  when 
the  “administration”  (as  you  will  soon 
lovingly  refer  to  them)  tried  to  fit  eight 
classes  into  a  seven  period  day.  This  led 
to  mass  confusion  on  the  part  of  all  in¬ 
volved,  due  to  the  fact  that  every  eighth 
day,  we  missed  a  class,  which  caused  a 
frenzy  among  the  faculty  in  trying  to 
make  up  for  the  lost  time  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Also,  because  fifth  period  was  dif¬ 
ferent  each  day,  students  were  often  baffled 
by  the  lunch  rotation. 


By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  II 
Assistant  Editor 

The  G.E.M.  Program  was  de¬ 
signed  five  years  ago  to  integrate  Geogra¬ 
phy,  Earth  Science,  and  Math  Class  for 
BLS  sixies.  The  program  will  be  offered 
to  sixty  randomly  chosen  students  in  the 
1997-1998  school  year.  The  teacheres 
invloved  are;  Ms.  Greaves  (Geography), 
Ms.  Jacobson-Peregrino  (Earth  Science), 
and  Mr.  Bunker  (Pre-Algebre).  Students 
who  are  selected  for  G.E.M.  would  learn 
the  importance  of  Math  and  Science 
through  lessons,  presentations,  and  field 
trips  not  offerd  to  other  seventh  graders. 

G.E.M.  students  take  Geogra- 


By  Marie-Jo  Bahnam,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


A  recommendation  to  all  musi¬ 
cians:  pursue  your  love  of  music!  There 
are  many  opportunities  available  in  the 
music  department  for  students,  from  sing¬ 
ing  show  tunes  to  banging  drums. 

If  you're  coming  in  as  a  sixie, 
music  appreciation,  a  mandatory  class 
directed  towards  the  broadening  of  stu¬ 
dents’  knowledge  of  the  science  and  his¬ 
tory  of  music,  is  built  into  your  schedule. 


Luckily,  you  will  not  have  to 
deal  with  this,  but  you  have  your  own  host 
of  hardships  with  which  you  must  con¬ 
tend  (it  wouldn’t  be  Latin  School  if  you 
didn’t  end  up  with  a  few  more  complexes). 
For  example,  the  filing  time  has  been  cut 
down  from  four  minutes  to  only  three, 
which  definitely  trains  you  for  the  track 
team.  Also,  there  will  be  few,  if  any 
studies  in  the  new  schedule.  The  first 
period  of  every  day  will  be  one  hour  long, 
but  you  will  miss  one  class  every  sixth  day 
due  to  the  new  six  day  rotation.  Your  fifth 
period  class  will  be  the  same  all  the  time 
so  that  lunches  will  be  simpler,  and  you 
won’t  have  to  check  in  at  the  end  of  the 
day. 

All  of  these  changes  have  come 
about  in  response  to  the  new  state  man¬ 
date  which  requires  330  minutes  of  aca- 


G.E.M. 


phy  as  a  main  subject  instead  of  Reading 
However,  they  make  up  for  the  missed 
Reading  classed  by  taking  English  class 
an  exxtra  three  times  a  week.  Conse¬ 
quently,  G.E.M.  students  have  three  fewer 
studies  per  week  than  other  seventh  grad¬ 
ers.  G.E.M.  students  also  travel  in  clusters 
and  have  the  same  teachers  for  every 
subject.  Seeing  the  same  students  in  each 
class  may  also  make  the  transition  from 
middle  school  to  BLS  less  overwhelming 
for  many  sixies.  Students  in  G.E.M.  have 
the  chance  to  go  on  many  field  trips  and 
participate  in  many  many  hands-on  learn¬ 
ing  activites.  Some  field  trips  offered  in 
the  past  were  to:  the  Peabody  Museum, 
the  Museum  of  Sience,  the  Computer  Mu- 


The  other  music  class  available  to  stu¬ 
dents  is  the  selective  advanced  placement 
music  course  open  only  to  seniors  -  there’s 
something  to  look  forward  to. 

For  newcomers  interested  in  cho¬ 
ral  groups,  there  are  separate  choirs  for 
classes  VI,  V,  and  IV.  Then  for  classes  III 
through  I,  Show  Choir,  Concert  Choir, 
and  Gospel  Choir  are  offered  on  a  selec¬ 
tive  basis  -  some  groups  more  than  others. 

If  you  are  interested  in  instru¬ 
mental  music,  there  are  many  bands  and 
ensembles,  some  which  accept  members 
based  on  ability,  not  class:  Class  V  Band, 


demic  time  each  day.  All  the  schools  in 
the  states  have  complied  with  this  rule, 
usually  by  elongating  the  school  day.  We, 
however,  have  been  juggling  precious 
minutes.  This  new  rotation  was  con¬ 
cocted  by  the  School  Site  Council,  which 
is  comprised  of  seven  teachers,  eight  par¬ 
ents,  the  Headmaster,  and  only  one  stu¬ 
dent.  The  problem  is  that  the  plan  has  not 
yet  been  approved  by  the  teacher’s  union, 
and  it  may  undergo  a  few  modifications 
before  all  the  bugs  are  worked  out.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  never-ending  shuffle  is 
the  fact  that  it  will  probably  be  reworked 
by  the  1 998- 1 999  school  year.  In  conclu¬ 
sion,  I  would  just  like  to  warn  you  that  this 
insanity  is  inherent  to  the  Latin  School, 
and  I  am  proud  to  have  informed  you  of 
your  first  example.  There  are  many  more 
to  come,  so  enjoy. 


seum,  Deaconess  Hospital,  Blue  Hill  Res¬ 
ervations,  the  BU  Observatory,  and  North¬ 
eastern  University.  Students  will  work 
with  assigned  mentors  from  neighboring 
universities,  companies,  and  hospitals  on 
activities  such  as  Life  on  Mars,  Making  a 
Comet,  and  Telescope  Construction.  The 
annual  "Career  Fair"  and  "Study  Skills 
Night"  are  other  events  offered  to  G.E.M. 
students. 

Students  who  particpate  in 
G.E.M.  will  benefit  from  the  variety  of 
community  resources  it  offers.  Boston 
Latin's  G.E.M.  program  is  a  successful 
program  that  will  encourage  the  partici¬ 
pating  students'  interest  in  Math  and  Sci¬ 
ence. 


Junior  Band,  SeniorConcert  Band,  String 
Ensemble,  Junior  String  Ensemble,  and 
Chamber  Ensemble.  If  you  would  like  to 
join  one  of  these  groups  but  are  unable  to 
play  an  instrument,  Beginning  and  Ad¬ 
vanced  Instrumental  Music  Classes  are 
available  depending  on  your  level  of  skill. 

For  more  information  on  any  of 
these  groups,  see  music  instructors  Mrs. 
Fernandes,  Ms.  Wong-Ho,  Ms.  White, 
Mr.  Harper  or  Mr.  Jackson,  head  of  the 
music  department.  Good  luck! 


The  Boston  Latin  School  Argo  celebrates  its  27th 
year  this  fall.  The  Argo  welcomes  contributions 
from  all  students  in  Classes  VI-I.  Any  interested 
writers  ,  photographers,  or  artists  should  attend  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Argo  in  September. 


A  Note  for  Potential  Musicians 
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Reminiscence 
of  a  Sixie 


Through  the 
Eyes  of  a  B-sie 


By  Naima  Shakura  Abdal-Khallaq,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


Approaching  my  junior  year  at 
BLS,  my  sixie  year  still  seems  like  it  was 
only  yesterday.  I  can  still  recall  the  first 
day,  the  trek  up  three  flights  of  stairs  to 
head  to  my  homeroom,  only  to  find  a  class 
filled  with  unfamiliar  faces.  I  remember 
that  first  conversation,  exchanging  my 
number  with  the  person  next  to  me,  with 
hopes  that  it  would  develop  into  a  friend¬ 
ship.  Sixie  year  was  a  year  filled  with 
memories  that  will  never  be  forgotten:  the 
heavy  bookbag,  the  trips  up  and  down  the 
flights  of  stairs,  the  invitation  by  an  up¬ 
perclassman  to  the  fourth  floor  pool 
(which,  by  the  way,  doesn’t  exist),  mis¬ 
takenly  going  into  the  wrong  class,  and 
the  first  dance. 


This  school  has  become  my 
family;  my  classmates 
have  become  siblings, 
my  teacher  have 
become  parents 


Thus  far,  Latin  School  has  been 
an  unforgettable  experience.  This  school 
has  become  my  family;  my  classmates 
have  become  siblings,  my  teachers  have 
become  parents.  Sixie  year  was  one  of  my 
favorite  years  at  this  school,  a  year  which 
taught  me  moderation:  the  importance  of 
balancing  my  social  life  with  my  educa¬ 
tion.  I  have  learned  that  here  it  isn’t  hard 
to  achieve  success,  it  just  costs  a  little. 
Perhaps,  you  may  have  to  shut  off  the 


television  and  do  homework;  that’s  what 
it  takes  to  succeed. 

There  were  many  times  during 
my  career  at  Boston  Latin  when  I  wished 
I  was  at  an  easier  school .  The  mere  fact  of 
knowing  that  a  “C”  at  Boston  Latin  could 
have  been  an  “A”  elsewhere  made  me 
want  to  leave  all  the  more.  However,  it  is 
the  desire  for  excellence  that  this  school 
grooms  into  their  students  that  motivates 
me  to  progress. 

Everyone  remembers  the  speech 
from  Mr.  Contompasis,  saying,  “Look  to 
your  left,  look  to  your  right.  One  of  you 
will  not  be  here  on  graduation  day.”  As  I 
glanced  to  my  left  and  then  glanced  to  my 
right,  I  reassured  myself  that  I  would  be 
here  on  that  memorable  day.  Although 
I’d  hate  to  admit  it,  Mr.  C  was  correct.  Far 
too  many  people  have  left  because  they 
couldn’t  handle  the  work  load.  They 
didn’t  have  what  it  takes  to  be  successful 
at  Boston  Latin  School.:  keeping  priori¬ 
ties  straight,  staying  focused,  and  the  strive 
for  excellence. 

Boston  Latin  is  a  realistic  look  at 
the  world.  Take  advantage  of  it.  This 
school  is  one  filled  with  diversity.  Take 
the  time  and  learn  about  the  person  sitting 
next  to  you.  These  are  the  people  thatyou 
will  be  with  for  the  next  six  years  of  your 
life.  These  are  the  years  of  maturity:  you 
are  entering  as  a  child  and  will  exit  as  an 
adult. 

If  there  is  any  advice  that  I  can 
offer  to  aid  you  in  achieving  your  goals  at 
this  school,  it  is  to  do  everything  in  mod¬ 
eration,  for  moderation  is  the  key  to  suc¬ 
cess. 

Boston  Latin  has  much  to  offer; 
take  advantage  of  it  as  much  as  possible. 


By  Lucy  Shum,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

As  the  new  school  year  begins,  I 
would  like  to  welcome,  with  open  arms, 
all  the  new  members  of  the  BLS  student 
body,  as  well  as  everyone  else.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  right  now,  if  you  are  new  to 
BLS,  you  might  either  be  feeling  inse¬ 
cure,  because  this  school  is  just  too  big, 
worrying  that  this  school  is  too  hard,  feel¬ 
ing  curious  about  the  teachers’  and 
school’s  regulations,  or  at  the  top  of  the 
world  for  being  accepted  to  the  most  pres¬ 
tigious  school  in  the  country.  You  might 
have  all  these  feelings  within  you  at  the 
same  time.  I  know  that  this  is  probably 
due  to  adjusting  to  a  new  surrounding, 
which  includes  new  friends,  new  teach¬ 
ers,  new  schedules  new  requirements,  and 
a  new  backpack. 

It  is  hard  for  the  sixies  (this  is 
what  we  call  the  seventh  graders,  since 
they  have  six  years  until  they  graduate)  to 
get  used  to  it;  they  are  making  a  big  leap 
from  middle  school  to  high  school.  Yet  I 
believe  it  is  as  hard  for  the  b-sies  (students 
entering  BLS  in  ninth  grade  instead  of 
seventh)  because  they  have  to  meet  new 
friends  when  most  of  their  classmates 
have  their  own  group  and  get  used  to  the 
school  when  the  others  already  have.  They 
have  to  be  a  level  or  two  behind  others  in 
some  of  the  classes,  such  as  Latin,  their 
modern  language,  and  math  class.  This 
might  sound  unfair  to  b-sies.  They  might 
feel  as  though  they  are  not  as  good  as  their 
classmates.  They  might  feel  that  they  have 
a  lot  of  catching-up  to  do. 

I  am  able  to  describe  this  experi¬ 
ence,  because  I  was  a  b-sie,  not  a  sixie. 


However,  aside  from  what  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  I  was  proud  to  be  a  b-sie.  Did  you 
know  that  less  that  1 00  b-sies  are  accepted 
each  year  to  be  a  part  of  the  BLS  student 
body,  while  more  than  400  sixies  are 
accepted?  This  is  out  of  2,000  students 
who  took  the  test.  So  if  you  are  a  b-sie,  feel 
proud.  Now  let  me  give  you  some  tips 
about  managing  the  problems  I  had  as  a  b- 
sie.  When  it  come  to  making  friends,  take 
it  easy.  Don’t  forget  that  you  will  be  stuck 
with  your  classmates  for  the  next  four 
years.  I  suggest  you  get  to  know  other  b- 
sies.  A  good  way  to  break  the  ice  with  the 
A-sies  is  to  talk  to  them  about  BLS.  They 
will  have  so  much  to  talk  about.  You 
won’t  get  to  know  BLS  faster,  but  a  new 
friendship  might  be  started  between  the 
two  of  you.  This  will  take  care  of  the 
friendship-making  and  give  you  better 
knowledge  of  the  school.  Although  you 
might  feel  pushed  down  by  the  classes, 
think  of  it  this  way.  As  a  b-sie,  you  are 
more  that  qualified  to  be  a  Latin  Scholar 
and  certainly  able  to  work  hard.  The  fac¬ 
ulty  and  even  the  students  know  this. 
That’s  why,  you  as  a  b-sie,  are  expected  to 
cover  what  the  A-sies  have  done  for  the 
past  two  years  in  one  year.  So  try  your  best 
and  good  rewards  will  come  along. 

Throughout  your  years  at  BLS, 
accept  changes.  Only  through  changes 
will  a  person  grow,  mentally  and  physi¬ 
cally.  Ask  for  help  anytime.  Be  pushy 
when  you  need  help,  because  teachers 
tend  to  forget.  They  have  more  than  150 
students  in  their  attendance  book.  So  just 
do  your  best  because  what  you  put  in  us 
what  you  get  back.  Welcome  and  good 
luck  to  you  sixies  and  b-sies. 


Sixie  Torture  Day. . .  and  Other  BLS  Myths 


By  Kristin  Purdy,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


Nothing  on  God’s  green  earth  could  have  prepared  me  for  my  first  day  as  a 
BLS  sixie.  Not  the  two  week  orientation  period,  not  my  six  previous  years  of  academic 
achievement,  not  the  countless  warnings  of  abusive  upperclassman  and  insane  teach¬ 
ers,  who  would,  at  the  drop  of  a  hat,  issue  assignments  involving  DNA  analyses  and 
mile  long  thesis’s  on  communism  in  Eastern  Europe.  My  twelve  year  experience  in  the 
world  was  rendered  virtually  useless  within  the  matter  of  a  single  morning,  and 
everything  I  had  ever  learned  about  the  laconic,  historically  proud  Boston  Latin  School 
was  obliterated. 

You  see,  I  discovered  that  BLS  wasn’t  all  that  bad. 

Impossible,  you  say?  Believe,  oh  doubtful  sixie!  Despite  the  school’s 
intimidating  appearance  and  prestigious  reputation,  Boston  Latin  is  not  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Beast  you  may  have  been  imagining  it  to  be.  Trust  me,  you  wouldn’t  be  here  if 
the  Great  Gods  of  Public  Education  didn’t  think  you  could  hack  it.  As  an  omniscient 
and  all-powerful  junior  (thank  you,  thank  you),  let  me  be  the  first  to  set  aside  any  fears 
you  may  have  about  BLS: 

1 .  Beware  the  thirty-first  of  October ,  a.  k.  a.  Sixie  Torture  Day:  As  far  as  I  know,  no 
sixie  has  ever  been  tortured  on  Halloween.  Actually,  it’s  a  year-round  process.  No, 
seriously,  I  would  have  been  the  perfect  target  for  a  malignant  senior  to  take 
advantage  of,  being  only  4  ft.  1 1  in.  tall,  and  weighing  in  at  a  hefty  75  lbs.  upon  arrival 
here.  The  only  torture  I  got  consisted  of  endless  comments  as  to  how  adorable  I  was. 

2.  BLS  teachers  are  evil  beings  whose  goal  it  is  to  fail  all  sixies:  Nope.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  teachers  are  not  here  to  make  your  life  a  living  hell.  True,  some  are 
demanding,  some  are  strict,  and  yes,  some  are  even  a  bit  unfair.  But  the  large 
majority  of  teachers  here  are  quite  helpful,  and  forgiving  of  minor  transgressions. 
There’s  a  rumor  that  some  even  enjoy  teaching.  Imagine  that,  a  teacher  who  actually 
likes  to  teach. 

3.  The  school  is  a  maze  without  an  exit,  and  you  are  a  lab  rat:  Somewhere  in  this  edition 
of  the  Argo  is  a  map  of  the  school.  If  you  can  find  the  map,  you  can  find  your  way 
around.  There  is  actually  a  very  logical  system  to  the  ordering  of  classrooms,  except 
when  you  hit  a  room  ending  in  37.  For  some  reason  the  next  room  ends  in  02.  Don’ t 
ask  me  why.  If  you  do  get  lost,  however,  I  guarantee  a  teacher  or  student  will  take 
pity  on  you,  and  for  the  price  of  being  told  how  absolutely  precious  you  are,  he/she 
will  direct  you  to  your  room. 


4.  Someone  will  fool  you  into  buying  a  pass  to  the  fourth  floor  swimming  pool:  If  you 
have  never  heard  of  the  fourth  floor  swimming  pool,  or  its  passes,  don’ t  worry .  I  was 
a  worldly  freshman  before  I  even  learned  of  the  practice.  However,  I  suppose  there 
are  some  students,  mostly  fivesies,  who  will  ask  you  if  you  would  like  a  pass  to  the 
pool,  for  a  modest  fee.  Don’t  take  this  insult  to  your  intelligence  too  personally.  Of 
course,  there  isn’t  a  fourth  floor  swimming  pool.  Everyone  knows  that  we  keep  our 
amusement  park  up  there. 

5.  You  will  experience  blindness,  spasms,  and  possible  fatality  due  to  the  amount  of 
homework  given:  No  one,  I  repeat  NO  ONE,  has  ever  died  of  too  much  homework. 
It  is  true,  you  will  be  given  more  work  than  you  are  probably  used  to,  but  you  will 
get  the  hang  of  it.  Relax. 

Well,  all  of  this  is  good,  but  you  probably  want  some  real  advice,  right? 
Usually  I  charge  extra  for  this,  but  the  Argo  won’t  let  me,  so  I  guess  you  can  have  it  for 
free: 

1 .  Don’ t  procrastinate  (leave  things  for  the  last  minute).  If  this  word  isn’t  a  part  of  your 
vocabulary  yet,  it  soon  will  be.  Yes,  sleepless  nights  finishing  projects  doexist  here, 
but  only  when  the  student  has  ignored  the  assignment  for  three  weeks  (or  three 
months). 

2.  Try  not  to  be  too  competitive.  Admittedly,  this  is  very  difficult  at  Boston  Latin. 
Every  sixie  has  already  demonstrated  a  great  deal  of  intelligence,  which  means  not 
only  are  you  bright,  but  so  is  the  kid  sitting  next  to  you.  So,  if  you  don’t  make  the 
highest  average  in  the  class,  it’s  not  the  end  of  the  world.  I  never  have,  and  my  ego 
is  just  as  pretentiously  inflated  now  as  it  ever  was. 

3.  Caffeine  supplements  are  bad  for  you.  There  is  nothing  more  pitiful  than  a  sixie 
addicted  to  coffee. 

4.  Join  clubs  at  the  school.  They  make  meeting  new  friends  less  painful,  and  most 
organizations  love  having  sixies  involved  in  them. 

In  closing,  I  wish  you  both  luck  and  success  here.  Remember,  the  first  day 
is  always  the  hardest.  If  I  happen  to  see  you  from  my  giant  pedestal  position  as  ajunior, 
I  promise  to  lend  you  a  hand,  and  be  as  helpful  as  possible.  I’ll  even  sell  you  a  pass  to 
that  fourth  floor  amusement  park  at  a  discount  price. 


Boston  Latin  School  ARGO,  Summer  1997 
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Bored  After  School?  Join  some  of  these  clubs. . . 


Compiled  by  Sarah  Carter,  I 

Forum  Editor 

Club 

Brief  Description 

Advisor 

Afrikan  Kultural 

A  club  to  support  and  to 

Mrs.  Cradock 

Society 

promote  an  understanding 

Animal  Rights 

of  African  Americans 

A  club  that  deals  with  the 

Ms.  O’Malley 

Club 

ethical  treatment  of  animals 

Argo 

in  our  society 

School  newspaper 

Mr.  Flynn 

Asian  Students  in 

A  club  which  encompasses 

Ms.  Chi 

Action  (A.S.I.A.) 

Asian  culture  through  crafts 

Badminton  Club 

and  other  artistic  means 

Mr.  Aversa 

Bible  Club 

A  club  to  promote  the  under- 

Mr.  Bronski 

Biological 

standing  of  the  Bible 

A  club  to  promote  the  under- 

Dr.  Yu 

Investigation 

standing  of  biology 

Orginization 

Blue  Line  Club 

A  club  that  supports  the 

Mr.  Binkoski 

B.L.S.  Gay / 

BLS  hockey  team 

A  club  for  the  awareness  and 

Mr.  Aversa 

Straight  Alliance 

support  of  gay/straight  students 

B.L.S.  History 

Mr.  Smith 

Club 

Cape  Verdean 

A  club  to  support  and  to  pro- 

Ms.  Cousens 

Club 

mote  an  understanding  of  Cape 

Caribbean  Club 

Verde 

A  club  to  support  and  to  pro- 

Ms.  Brun 

Chinese  Chess 

mote  an  understanding  of  the 
Carribean 

Enjoy  and  to  teach  Chinese 

Mrs.  Cabell 

Class  V  Band 

chess 

Musical  group  for  second 

Mr.  Harper 

Crew  Team 

year  band  students 

Mr.  Costello 

Defarge  Society 

An  exchange  of  skills  in- 

Mrs.  Chi 

Drama  Club 

eluding  yam  and  fabric 
Performs  plays 

Ms.  Marcus 

Fashion/Talent 

Displays  talents  and 

Mr.  Keitt 

Club 

abilities 

Feminism  in 

Dr.  Mendez 

Society  Today 
Football  Band 

Mr.  Jackson 

Free  Write  Online 

Ms.  O'Malley 

French  Club 

A  club  to  promote  an  un- 

Ms.  Brun 

Generations 

derstanding  and  the  study  of 
the  French  language 

A  community  service  club 

Ms.  Hantout 

German  Club 

A  club  to  promote  an  un- 

Mr.  Gallivan 

Greek  Cultural 

derstanding  and  the  study  of 
the  German  language 

A  club  to  promote  an  un- 

Ms.  Pagos 

Society 

derstanding  and  the  study  of 

Greek  culture 

Hispanic  Cultural 

A  club  to  promote  an  un- 

Ms.  Brun 

Society 

derstaning  and  the  study  of 

Irish  Historical 

Hispanic  culture 

A  club  to  promote  a  study 

Mr.  Cunningham 

Society 

of  Irish  history 

Italian  Club 

A  club  to  promote  an  un¬ 

Ms.  Durkin 

Japanese 

derstanding  and  the  study  of 
Italian 

A  club  for  the  study  of 

Mr.  Binkoski 

Animation  Club 

Japanese  animation 

Jazz  Band 

A  jazz  group  for  the  mature 

Mr.  Harper 

Junior  Band 

musician 

For  those  musicians  in 

Mr.  Jackson 

Key  Club 

class  IV 

A  community  service  club; 

Dr.  Carroll 

BLS  Lampoon 

sponser  of  BLS  blood  drive 

A  humerous  publication 

Dr.  Frontera 

Marine  Biological 

Mr.  Estabrooks 

Society 

Mass  Pep 

Attracts  minority  students 

Mr.  Aversa 

Math  Club 

to  science  and  engineering 

Mrs.  Rawding 

Math  Team 

A  team  which  competes  with 

Mr.  Stengel  & 

other  schools 

Mr.  Durant 

Mock  Trial  Team 

Student  simulated  trials 

Mr.  Flynn 

Model  United  Nations 

Promotes  an  awareness  of 

Ms.  Kelly 

Club 

world  cultures  through 

national  simulated  UN  conferences 

Pep  Squad 

A  club  to  foster  athletic  spirit 

Ms.  Stratman 

Pre-Law  Society 

Mr.  O'Malley 

Pre-Medical  Society 

Ms.  Payne- 

Public  Declamation 

Public  speaking  competition 

Phillips 

Mr.  Salterio 

The  Register 

BLS  literary  magazine 

Mrs.  Colvario  & 

S.A.D.D. 

Students  Against  Drunk 

Ms.  O'Malley 
Mrs.  Wight 

Senior  Concert  Band 

Driving 

A  band  for  the  more 

Mr.  Jackson 

Ski  Club 

advanced  musician 

Ms.  Stratman 

Speech  and  Debate  Team 

Mr.  Wexler 

String  Ensemble 

Ms.  White 

Student  Council 

Student  government 

Mr.  Flynn 

Students  for  the 

Dr.  Yu 

Environment 

Table  Tennis  Society 

Mr.  Cahill 

Tag  Club 

Talented  and  gifted 

Mr.  Fernandez 

Teens  Training  Teens 

Hispanic  students 

Mrs.  Davis 

The  Third  Eye 

Photography  club 

Mr.  Ruffino 

Vortex 

Programming  club 

Mr.  Ordway 

Vox  Iuvenum 

Voice  of  Youth 

Ms.  O'Malley 

Walking  for  Life 

A  club  for  the  awareness 

Ms.  Methelis 

of  Breast  Cancer 

